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THIRD  TRIENNIAL  SESSIONS. 


ACTS   AND    PKOCEEDINGS 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United,  States 
of  North  America^  convened  in  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  the  twenty-fourth  of  November, 
at  seven  o'clock,  in  the  evening,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  and  closed  its  sessions 
on  Friday,  the  third  of  December,  in  the  evening,  at  eleven 
o'clock. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Wednesday,  1 
Nov.  24,  1869,  7  o'clock  P.  M.  ) 
The  triennial  sessions  of  Synod  were  opened  with  religious 
services,  after  which  the  synodical  sermon  was  preached  by  the 
President,  the  Rev.  Daniel  Zacharias,  D.  D.,  from  Psalms  cxlv. 
11 :  "  They  shall  sjieak  of  the  glory  of  thy  kingdom,  and  talk  of 
thy  power." 

Thereupon,  after  singing  and  prayer,  the  Synod  adjourned 
until  Thursday  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 


Thursday,  Nov.  25,  9  o'clock  A.  M. 
The  Synod  met,  and,  having  been  opened  with  singing,  and 
prayer  by  the  President,  proceeded  to  make  out  the  EoU  of 
the  delegates. 
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FROM    THE    SYNOD    IN    THE    UNITED    STATES. 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis. 

Eevs.  John  Beck,  Nero  S.  Strassburger,  Samuel  G.  Wagner 
and  William  K.  Hofford.* 

Elders  Hon.  Joseph  Laubach,  Thomas  Deshler,  John  Lerch 
and  Owen  L.  Schreiber. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis. 

Revs.  Thomas  S.  Johnson,  D.  D.,  Benjamin  Bausman,  Law- 
rence D.  Leberman,f  Isaac  E.  G-raeff  and  Thomas  C.  Leinbach. 

Elders  Daniel  Small,  Dr.  W.  F.  Hoffman,J  Daniel  Hoffman,|| 
John  Ermentrout  and  Christian  D.  Zehring. 

3.  Zion's  Classis. 

Revs.  Jacob  O.  Miller,  William  K.  Zieber,  Ephraim  Kieffer,§ 
William  F.  P.  Davis^  and  Daniel  Gring. 

Elders  William  A.  Wilt,  Henry  Wirt,  David  Wolflf,  F.  C. 
Polack  and  John  P.  Hassler. 

*His  seat  was  occupied  during  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  sessions,  by 
Rev.  M.  A.  Smith,  secundus. 

tHis  seat  was  occupied  during  the  afternoon  of  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions, 
by  Rev.  0.  F.  McCauley,  secunchts. 

tObtained  leave  of  temporary  absence  on  Monday,  and  of  final  absence  on 
the  evening  of  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions. 

l|His  seat,  which  was  occupied  by  Elder  J.  L.  Lemberger  from  the  fourth 
to  the  close  of  the  seventh  day,  was  resumed  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth  day 
of  the  sessions,  and  he  obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  evening  of  the  same 
day. 

§His  seat  was  occupied  during  the  evening  session  of  the  sixth,  and  a  part  o 
the  morning  session  of  the  seventh  day,  by  Rev.  D.  W.  Wolff,  secitndiis. 

irHis  seat  was  occupied  during  the  afternoon  session  of  the  seventh  day,  by 
Rev.  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  secundus. 
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4.  Maryland  Classis. 

Eevs.  Edmund  E  Eschbach,  Daniel  Zacharias,  D.  D.,*  John 
W.  Ebbinghaus,t  John  S.  Foulk  and  John  M.  Titzel-I 

Elders  Goldsboro  S.  Griffith,  Joshua  Motter,  John  Eoden- 
mayer,  H.  Winter] |  and  George  J.  Fouke. 

5.  Philadelphia  Classis. 

Eevs.  Nicholas  Gehr,§  Jacob  Dahlman,  Jr.,  John  H.  A.  Bora- 
berger,  D.  D.,  William  Sorber,^  John  G.  Wiehle**  and  N.  S. 
Aller.jf 

Elders  Jacob  Schmidt,  David  Kimes  H  H.K.Harnish,  William 
Brownbach,  J.  M.  Jone8||]|  and  T.  A.  Hoover.§§ 

*His  seat  was  occupied  during  the  evening  of  the  sixth,  and  the  forenoon  of 
the  seventh  day  of  the  sessions,  and  parts  of  time  subsequently,  by  Rev.  A  R. 
Kremer,  secundiis. 

fObtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  morning  of  the  last  day  of  the  sessions. 

+His  seat  was  occupied  during  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  sessions,  by 
Rev.  J.  S.  Kietfer,  secundus. 

II Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  evening  of  the  seventh  day  of  the 
sessions. 

§Hi3  seat  was  occupied  during  the session  of  the  seventh  day,  by  Rev. 

J.  G.  Neuber,  secundug. 

If  His  seat  was  occupied  during  the  sessions  of  the  fifth,  and  that  of  the  evening 
of  the  seventh  day,  by  Rev.  Daniel  Feete,  secundus. 

**His  seat  was  occupied  during  the  sessions  of  the  sixth  day,  by  Rev.  D. 
Feete,  secundus,  and  that  of  the  afternoon  of  the  seventh  day,  by  Rev.  F.  W. 
Dechant,  secundus. 

ttHis  seat  was  occupied  during  the  afternoon  of  the  third,  and  the  whole  of 
the  last  day  of  the  sessions,  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Schultz,  becundus. 

liElder  "William  Posey,  secundus,  took  his  seat  on  the  afternoon  of  the  fifth 
day  of  the  sessions,  and  subsequently  at  alternate  sessions,  occupied  the  seats  of 
Elder  Kimes,  Brownbach  and  Hoover. 

II II Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  evening  of  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions. 

§§Took  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  filth  day  of  the  sessions. 
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6.   Yirginia  Classis. 

Revs.  Mortimore  L.  Shufford^^^  and  Hiram  ShauU. 
Elders  Jacob  Lantz  and  Joseph  Snapp.f 

7.  North  Carolina  Classis. 

Bevs.  George  Wm.  Welker  and  Jeremiah  Ingold. 
Elders  Maxwell  Warlishl  and  Levi  Correll. 

8.  Mercershurg  Classis. 

Bevs.  Emanuel  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D  ,  Thomas  G.  Apple,  D.  J). 
E.  E.  Higbee,  D.  J).,\\  Samuel  JST.  Callender  and  Moses  Kieflfer, 
D.D. 

Elders  Geo.  H.  Mengel,  Geo.  B.  Wie8tling,§  David  B.  Mar- 
tin, John  B.  Kieffer  and  Adam  B.  Wingard. 

9.   Goskenhoppen  Classis. 

E.evs.  Geo.  "W.  Aughinbaugh,  Peter  S.  Fi«hei'^  and  Lucian 
J.  Mayer. 

Elders  Bphraim  Hartranft,  F.  Stauffer  and  Thomas  Christ- 
man. 

10.  New  York  Classis. 

Revs.  John  F.  Busche  and  Charles  Bank. 
Elder  John  Lutz. 

*His  seat  was  occupied  during  the  morning  session  of  the  eighth  day,  by  Rev. 
W.  D.  Lefevre,  secundus. 

tObtaiued  leave  of  absence  on  the  evening  of  the  seventh  day  of  the 
sessions. 

tHis  seat  was  occupied,  by  Elder  S.  M.  Finger,  secundus,  from  the  afternoon 
of  the  fourth  day,  until  the  morning  ot  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions,  when  he 
resumed  it. 

II His  seat  was  occupied  during  the  fifth  day  of  the  sessions,  by  Rev.  P.  S. 
Davis,  secvndus. 

§Tooli:  his  seat  on  the day,  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  seventh  day  of  the  sessions. 

?His  seat  was  occupied  during  the  fifth  day,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Dubbs,  secmidus, 
and   he  obtained  leave  of  absence   on   the   afternoon  of  the   last  day  of  the 
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11.  Lancaster  Classis. 

Eevs.  John  W.  Nevin,  D.  D.,  Thomas  C.  Porter,  D.  D.,* 
Amos  H.  Ivremer  and  Wm.  H.  H.  Snyder. 

Elders  Daniel  W.  Gross,t  William  H.  Seibert,  Edward  J. 
Zahm  and  John  S.  Stahr. 

12.  East  Susquehanna  Classis. 

'  Eevs.  Eudolph  Duenger,|  Jared   Fritzinger,||    and   Henry 
Mosser. 

Elders  Hon.  Geo.  C.  Welker,  William  Pursal  and  David 
Dieffenbacher. 

13.  West  Susquehanna  Classis. 

Eevs.  John  K.  Millet,  William  H.  Groh§  and  John  0. 
Bucher. 

Elders  Michael  Brown  and  Samuel  Kryder. 

14.  Clarion  Classis. 

Eevs.  David  O.  Shoemaker  and  Joseph  H.  Apple. *^ 
Elders  Daniel  Geist  and  P.  Smith. 

15.  St.  PauVs  Classis. 

Eevs.  Walter  E.  Krebs,  John  Kretzing  and  Cyrus  E.  Dief- 
fenbacher. 

Elders  Diodorus  S.  Dieffenbacher,  Charles  M.  Bousch  and 
A.  G.  Apple. 

*Hi3  seat  was  occupied  during  the  evening  of  the  fifth,  and  the  morning  of 
the  seventh  day  of  the  sessions,  by  Rev.  D.  W.  Gerhard,  secitndus. 

fObtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  afternoon  of  the  last  day  of  the 
sessions. 

JHis  seat  was  occupied  during  the  afternoon  and  evening  sessions  of  the  sev- 
enth day,  by  Rev.  J.  Kehm,  secundus. 

||His  seat  was  occupied  during  the  afternoon  and  evening  sessions  of  the  sev- 
enth day,  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  necnidus. 

§His  seat  was  occupied  during  the  last  day  and  evening  of  the  sessions,  by 
Rev.  U.  H.  Heilman,  secundus. 

TfHis  seat  was  occupied  during  the  afternoon  of  the  fourth,  and  the  forenoon 
of  the  fifth  day  of  the  sessions,  by  Rev.  .J.  G.  Shoemaker,  secundus. 


GENERAL  SYNOD   OF   THE 


16.   West  New  York  Classis. 


Revs.  Dietrich  Willers,  D.  D.,*  and  Henry  Bentz. 
Elders  Philip  Wahl  and  Jacob  Stahl. 


FKOM    THE   SYNOD   OF   OHIO    AND   ADJACENT   STATES. 

1.  Miami  Classis. 

Eevs.  Isaac  H.  Eeiter,  Henry  M.  Herman,  G-eorge  Z.  Mech- 
ling.f  John  Knelling,  Samuel  M.ease|  and  William  McCaughey. 

Elders  Andrew  H.  Baughman,  Benjamin  Kuhn8,||  Dr.  A.  J. 
Hocket,§  William  Nieble,^  Benjamin  Eussell  and  Joseph  F. 
Kemp. 

2.  Lancaster  Classis. 

Revs.  Charles  W.  Hoy  man,**  Henry  Williard  and  Jeremiah 

Heller.tt 

Elders  Henry  Leonard,  B.  Renner   and   Emanuel   Giesy, 

Esq. 

^Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  evening  of  the  eighth  day  of  the 
sessions. 

tHis  seat  was  occupied  during  the  sixth  day,  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Shumaker,  seciin- 
dus,  and  he  obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  morning  of  tlie  last  day  of  the 
sessions. 

^His  seat  was  occupied  during  the  afternoon  of  the  seventh,  and  the  morn- 
ing of  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions,  by  Rev.  T.  P.  Bucher,  secuiulus. 

II Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  evening  of  the  eighth  day  of  the 
sessions. 

^Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  morning  of  the  last  day  of  the  sessions. 

irObtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  evening  of  the  seventh  day  of  the 
sessions. 

**His  seat  was  occupied  during  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions,  by  Rev.  F. 
Strassner,  secundus. 

ttHis  seat  was  occupied  during  the  seventh  day  of  the  sessions,  by  Rev.  F. 
S'rassner,  secundus. 
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3.   Westmoreland  Classis. 

Eevs.  Thomas  J.  Barkley,  George  H.  Johnston,  Franklin  K. 
Levan  and  Jacob  F.  Snyder. 

Elders  M.  Soxman,*  Thomas  J.  Craig,  S.  C.  Eemsberg  and 
Christian  Siebert.f 

4.  Tuscarawas  Classis. 

Eevs.  Samuel  B.  Leiter  and  Nathaniel  H.  Loose. 
Elders  Thomas  W.  Chaj)man  and  George  Souder. 

5.  Tiffin  Classis. 

Eevs.  Jeremiah  H.  Good,  D.  D.,J:  and  George  W.  Williard, 
D.  D.|| 

Elders  Edward  Swander  and  Philip  Fry§. 

6.  St.  John's  Classis. 

Eevs.  John  Baumgardner,  Christopher  Schiller  and  John  G. 
Zahner,  D.  D. 

Elders  George  Billau,  Jacob  Doerrschuck  and  Jacob  Zim- 
mer. 

7.  Illinois  Classis. 

Eev.  Orange  E.  Lake. 

Elders  John  Zollinger  and  L.  H.  Diehl. 

*He  was  superseded  on  the  evening  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions,  by  the 
primarius,  Elder  William  J.  Baer,  Esq. 

tTook  his  seat  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day,  and  was  superseded  on  the 
morning  of  the  sixth  day  of  the  sessions,  by  the  primarius,  Elder  Samuel 
Berkey. 

:j:Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  morning  of  the  last  day  of  the  sessions. 

llObtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  evening  of  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions. 

§Obtained  leave  of  absence  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  day  of  the 
sessions. 
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8.  Iowa  Classis.^- 

[Two  sets  of  Delegates  present,  but  neither  admitted.] 

9.  Eastern  Ohio  Classis. 

Eevs.  George  M.  Albright  and  James  Eeinhart. 
Elder  Jacob  Greenameier. 


FROM  THE  NORTHWESTERN  SYNOD. 

1.  St.  Joseph  Classis. 

Eevs.  Peter  Greding,  Peter  Yitz,  Edward  D.  Miller,  Jesse 
Schlosser  and  Charles  Cast. 

Elders  William  Miller,  Henry  Drover  and  Fred.  Stahl, 

2.  Indiana   Classis. 

Revs.  Max  Stern,  D.  D.,  Julius  Fuendeling  and  Samuel  ]!^.  L. 

Kessler. 

Elders  Frederick  "W.  Schaley,  Adam  Gehris  and    Gottlieb 

Gerst. 

3.  Shdimfg»w  Classis. 

Eevs.  '&^vj  A.  Muehlmeier,,Pr.  James  Bossard  and  Prof. 
John  H.  Klein.  ^ 

Elder*' I^^^&os  and  Charles  Walthers. 

. w. 

*NoTE. — lu  making  out  the  Roll,  when  Iowa  Classis  was  reached,  credentials 
for  two  sets  of  Delegates  were  presented.  After  some  discussion,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  ruling  of  the  President,  Iowa  Classis  was  passed  over  until  the 
remainder  of  the  Roll  was  made  out.  When  the  Roll  was  completed,  and  after 
further  discussion  and  explanation,  the  President  announced  that  he  could  not 
decide  on  the  validity  of  the  credentials  presented  from  Iowa  Classis.  There- 
upon the  disposal  of  the  case  was  deferred  until  after  the  permanent  organiza- 
tion of  the  Synod. 

The  two  sets  of  Delegates  from  Iowa  Classsis  were  as  follows: 
Wheatland  Delegation. — Revs.  George  Rettig,  John  H.Buser,  Jacob  Kuhn 
and  Elder  Jonas  Diehl. 

Brandon  Delegation. — Revs.  Dewald  S.  Fouse,  Cyrus  Cort  and  Elder  S.  K. 
Kroh.  Stated  Clekk, 
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4.  Heidelberg  Classis. 

Eevs.  John  F.  H.  Dieckman,  John  Winter  and  William  H. 
Penneman. 

Elders  John  Schaeffer,  Levi  Woodring  and  Charles  Ea^Dp. 

5.  Erie  Classis. 

Eevs.  Augustus  Toensmeier,  James  Leibert  and  Herman  J. 
Euetenik,  D.  D. 

6.  Mihoaukee  Classis. 

Eevs.  Frederick  Ivuenzler  and  L.  Praikschatis. 
Elder  Henry  Enderis. 

7.  Minnesota  Classis. 

[None  Present.] 

The  roll  having  been  completed,  and  a  quorum  being  found 
present,  the  Synod,  after  Eevs.  Jacob  O.  Miller  and  Dr.  John 
G.  Zahner  were  aj^pointed  tellers,  proceeded  to 

Eev.  Emanuel  Y.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  President,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 
Eev.  George  W.  Williard,  D.  D.  1st.  Vice-President,  Tiffin,  O. 
Eev.  John  H.  Klein,  2d.  Vice-President,  Howard's  Grove,  Wis. 
Eev.  Isaac  H.  Eeiter  is  Stated  Clerk,  Miamisburg,  O. 
Eev.  Jacob  Dahlman,  Jr.,  Assistant  Clerk,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Eev.  Jacob  O.  Miller,  Corresponding  Secretary,  York,  Pa. 
Elder  William  D.  Gross,  Treasurer,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Previous  to  the  election  of  the  Assistant  Clerk,  it  was,  on 
motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  elect  a  permanent  Assistant  Clerk 
who  shall  be  a  German  and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  record 
the  proceedings  of  the  General  Synod  in  the  German  language, 
and  receive  the  same  salary  as  the  Stated  Clerk. 
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MEMBERS    FHOM    CORRESPONDING    BODIES. 

From,  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America. 
Eev.  John  McClellen  Holmes. 

From  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  (iV.  S.). 
Eev.  Zephaniah  H.  Humphrey,  D.  D. 

From  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 
Eev.  T.  Storck,  D.  "D.  - 

From  the  several  Classes,  as  follows: 

East  Pennsylvania. — Revs.  Samuel  A.  Leinbach,  George  B. 
Dechant,  Edward  J.  Yogle,  William  A.  Helfrich,  Cyrus  J. 
Becker  and  Israel  S.  Weisz. 

Elder  Jacob  Leibert. 

Lebanon. — Revs.  John  A.  Hoffheins,  Charles  A.  Rittenhouse, 
Samuel  Miller,  Franklin  W.  Kremer,  D.  D,,  George  Wolff, 
John  P.  Stein,  Charles  H.  Leinbach  and  Aaron  S.  Leinbach. 

Zion's. — Revs.  Fred.  W.  Yandersloot,  William  F.  Colli- 
flower,  David  W.  Wolff,  John  Ault,  Thomas  F.  Hoffmeier, 
Samuel  E.  Herring,  William  C.  Bennett,  Wm.  R.  H.  Deatrich, 
Jacob  D.  Zehring,  John  A.  Peters,  Wm.  D.  C.  Rodrock,  James 
A.  Shultz,  Rheinhart  Smith  and  David  Bossier. 

Elders  George  Ickes,  George  L.  Ickes  and  Israel  Loucks. 

Maryland. — Revs.  Samuel  Philips,  Simon  S.  Miller,  Jesse 
Steiner,  N.  E.  Gilds,  William  A.  Gring,  Jacob  Hassler,  J.  Spang- 
ler  Kieffer,  George  Lewis  Staley  and  Frederick  A.  Rupley. 

Philadelphia. — Revs.  George  Leidy,  Samuel  H.  Giesy,  D.  D., 
John  G.  Neuber,  Albert  G.  Dole,  Abraham  Romich,  Charles 
Becker,  Otto  Meerwein,  Daniel  Gans,  D.  D.,  M.  S.  Rowland, 
Daniel  Feete,  Frederick  W.  Dechant,  Jesse  B.  Knipe,  Charles 
W.  Shultz,  Samuel  M.  K.  Huber,  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.  D., 
Charles  G.  Fisher,  Jacob  Dahlman,  Sen.,  and  John  Gantenbein. 

Elders  Wm.  D.  Gross,  Chas.  Santee,  Chas.  Brock,  Thomas 
F.  Brock  and  N.  Wetzel. 
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Virginia. — Eev.  "William  D.  Lefevre. 
North  Carolina. — Elder  S.  M.  Finger. 

Mercersburg. — Eevs.  Wm.  C.  B.  Shulenberger,  Lewis  T>. 
Steckel,  John  H.  Sykes,  H.  H.  W.  Hibschman,  Benjamin  S. 
Scnneck,  D.  D.,  and  Adam  0.  Whitmer. 

Elder  David  Dunn. 

Goshenho})pen. — Eevs.  Henry  Hess  and  P.  P.  H.  Hoffman. 

JSfewYork. — Eev.  Louis  B.  Schwartz. 

Lancaster.— Rqvq.  John  G.  Fritchey,  William  T.  Gerhard, 
Tilghman  O.  Stem,  Darius  W.  Gerhard,  Edwin  H.  Nevin,  Prof. 
Theodore  Appel  and  Frederick  Pilgram. 

East  Susquehanna. — Eevs.  John  W.  Steinmetz,  William  A. 
Haas,  David  W.  Kelly,  Henry  Hoffman  and  John  W.  Lescher. 
Elder  D.  Moyer. 

West  Susquehanna. — Eevs.  Lewis  C.  Edmonds,  Cyrus  H. 
Eeiter,  William  G.  Engel,  Jacob  Kehm  and  Uriah  H.  Heilman. 

Clarion. — Eevs.  Joseph  G.  Shoemaker  and  Jacob  F.  Wiant. 

St.  PauVs. — Eevs.  George  B.  Eussell,  John  B.  Poerner  and 
David  D.  Leberman. 

Miami. — Eevs.  Theodore  P.  Bueher,  John  I.  Swander  and 
Josej)h  B.  Shumaker. 

Lancaster  (0.). — Eev.  Frederick  Strassner. 

Westmoreland. — Eevs.  A.  J.  Heller,  Henrj'-  F.  Keener,  Wil- 
liam Eupp,  Christian  C.  Eussell  and  John  H.  Wagner. 
Elders  William  E.  Schmertz  and  L.  H.  Voigt. 

Tuscarawas. — Eevs.  Tilghman  J.  Seiple  and  Samuel  Shaw. 

Ti^^/i.— Elder  Lewis  Keller. 

St.  John's. — Eevs.  Joseph  Hannabery  and  .Toshua  H.  Derr. 
Elder  Eudolph  Berger. 
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Iowa. — Revs.  Joshua  Riale,  George  Eettig,  John  H.  Buser, 
Jacob  Kuhn,  Dewald  S.  Fouse,  Cyrus  Cort  and  Elders  Jonas 
Diehl  and  S.  K.  Kroh. 

St.  Joseph. — Eevs.  Samuel  Z.  Beam  and  William  Gr.  Hack- 
man. 

Erie. — Eev.  Charles  Schaaf. 

MINISTERS  FROM    OTHER    CHURCHES. 

The  presence  of  the  following  ministei'S  was  announced 
during  the  sessions,  and  welcomed  to  seats  as  visitors,  namely: 

Eev  Joseph  A.  Sei^^s,  D.  D.,  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

"  Wi  Ham  J.  Mann,  D.  D.,    "  "  " 

"  Charles  P.  Krauth  D.  D.,  "  "  " 

"  Fred.  W.  Conrad.  D.  D.,    "  "  " 

"  E.  W.  Hutter,  D.  D.,  "  " 

"  J.  Kunkelman,  "  "  " 

"  J.  B.  Eeamensnyder,  "  "  " 

"  S.  K.  Brobst,  "  "  " 

"  L.  Groh,  "  '*  " 

"  H.  Grahn.  "  "  " 

"  Frederick,  "  "  " 

"  Spajthe,  "  "  " 

"  M.  Hoffman,  of  the  Moravian  Church. 

*'  Stryker,  D.  D.,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

"  T.W.  J.  Wylie,  D.  D.,  " 

"  John  M.  Ferris,  of  the  Eeformed  (Dutch)  Church. 

"  Malcom,  D.  D  .  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

«'  I.  S.  Diehl,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  motion,  the  Synod  adjourned  until  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  being  closed  with  singing  and  prayer. 


Thursday,  Nov.  25,  3  o'clock  P.  M. 
The  Synod  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer 
by  Eev.  Geo.  W.  Aughinbaugh.     Quorum  present. 

HOURS  OF  OPENING  AND  CLOSING. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  for  opening  and  closing  the 
sessions  of  Synod: 

The  morning  session  to  open  at  wine,  and  close  at  half  past 
twelve  o'clock;  and  the  afternoon  session  to  open  at  three,  and 
close  at  half  past  five  o'clock. 
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COMMITTEE  ON   IOWA  CONTESTED  SEATS. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed,  with 
powers  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  whom  shall  be  re- 
ferred the  case  of  the  conflicting  credentials  of  delegates  to 
this  body  from  Iowa  Classis. 

The  committee  consists  of  Eevs.  Samuel  N.  Callender, 
Henrj^  A.  Muehlmeier,  Geo.  Z.  Mechling,  and  Elders  Charles  M. 
Boiisch  and  Edward  J,  Zahm. 


Synod  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 
Benediction  by  the  President. 


Friday,  Nov.  26,  9  o'clock  A.  M. 
Synod  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by 
the  President.     Minutes  were  read  and  approved. ' 


BAR  OF  THE  HOUSE. 


The  bar  of  the  house  was  defined,  and  the  members  of  the 
Synod  were  requested  by  the  President  to  take  their  seats  ac- 
cordingly. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  were  appointed  by  the 
President: 

On  Religions  Services. 

Revs.  AmosH.  Kremer,  Prof  John  H.  Klein,  Dr.  Samuel  H« 
Griesy,  Jacob  Dahlman,  Jr.,  and  Elders  Thomas  AV.  Chapman 
and  Henry  Enderis. 

On  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod. 

Eevs.  Dr.  Dietrich  Willers,  Walter  E.  Krebs,  L.  Praik- 
schatis,  and  Elders  Jos.  Snapp  and  Adam  B.  Wingerd. 
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On  Minutes  of  the  District  Synods. 

Eevs.  Geo.  "W.  Aughinbaugh,  Nicholas  Gehr,  Geo.  H.  John- 
ston, and  Elders  Dr.  A.  J.  Hocket  and  Henry  Drover. 

On  Official  Reports  of  Classes. 

Eevs.  Dr.  J.  H.  Good,  Geo.  W.  Welker,  Augustus  Foens- 
meier,  and  Elders  Levi  Correll  and  Adam  Gehris. 

On  Overtures. 

Eevs.  Dr.  George  "VV.  Williard,  John  G.  Wiehle,  Peter 
Grading,  and  Elders  John  S.  Stahr  and  Geo.  H.  Mengel. 

On  Correspondence  with  Sister  CJiurches. 

Eevs.  Samuel  B.  Leiter,  Nathaniel  H  Loose,  John  M.  Titzel, 
and  Elders  Edward  Swander  and  Joshua  Motter. 

On  the  State  of  the  Church. 

Eevs.  Franklin  K.  Levan,  Dr.  John  G.  Zahner,  Charles 
Cast,  Henry  M.  Herman,  and  Elders  Jacob  Doerrschuch  and 
D,  S.  Dieffenbacher. 

On  Missions. 

Eevs.  Dr.  Max  Stern,  Dr.  Herman  J.  Euetenik,  John  Beck, 
and  Elders  Hon.  Joseph  Laubach  and  John  B.  Kieffer. 

On  Orphan  Homes. 

Eevs.  Dr.  Thomas  C.  Porter,  Peter  Yitz,  Dr.  James  Bos- 
sard,  and  Elders  William  A.  Wilt  and  John  Zollinger. 

On  Nominations. 

Revs.  Samuel  N.  Callender,  John  C.  Bucher,  Orange  E. 
Lake,  and  Elders  Daniel  W.  Gross  and  John  Eodenmayer. 

On  Finance. 

Eevs.  William  K.  Zieber,  John  Kuelling,  Henry  Williard, 
and  Elders  Emanuel  Giesy,  Esq  ,  and  Henry  Wirt. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  Two  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Sj'nod  of  its 
last  triennial  sessions,  were  received,  through  the  Stated  Clerk, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  General 
Synod. 

Also,  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  of 
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Ohio,  and  of  the  North  West,  for  the  three  years  intervening 
since  the  last  triennial  sessions  of  the  General  Synod,  were  re- 
ceived, through  the  respective  Stated  Clerks,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  District  Synods. 

2.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Leba- 
non, Zion's,  Maryland,  Philadelphia,  Mercersburg,  New  York, 
Lancaster,  East  Susq^uehanna,  Clarion,  St.  Paul's,  West  New 
York,  Miami,  Lancaster  (0.),  Westmoreland,  Tuscarawas,  Tif- 
fin, St  John's,  St.  Joseph's,  Indiana,  Sheboygan,  Heidelberg, 
Erie  and  Milwaukee,  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Official  Reports  of  the  Classes. 

3.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Orphan  Homes 
and  a  statement  of  the  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Womelsdorf  and  of  the  St.  Paul's  Orphan  Homes,  were  received, 
and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Orphan  Homes. 

4.  The  reports  of  the  Boards  of  Home  and  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, together  with  statements  from  their  respective  Treas- 
urers, and  that  of  the  Church  Extension  Fund,  were  received 
and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Missions. 

5.  The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  received,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

6.  Sundry  other  communications  were  received,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Overtures. 


On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Minutes  of  the  Iowa  Classis  be  received, 
but  not  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Official  Reports  of  Classes 
until  after  the  matter  relating  to  the  credentials  of  the  dele- 
gates be  disj)osed  of. 


Synod  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  fixed  hour  in  the  afternoon. 
Closed  with  singing,  and  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  H.  J.  Ruetenik. 


Friday,  Nov.  26,  3  o'clock  P.  M. 
Synod  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by 
Rev.  Geo.  W.  Welker. 
9, 
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REPORT  ON  RELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Eeligious  Services  submitted 
their  report,  which  was  received,  amended  and  adopted. 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  the  following  services: 

1.  Reformed  Churches. 

Christ  Church — Rev.  M.  Kieffer,  D.  D.,  Friday  evening. 
'*     J.  I  Swander,  Saturday  " 

"     J.  W.  Nevin,  D.  D  ,  Sunday  morning, 
"     T.  C.  Porter,  V   D..       "  evening. 

Sunday-School  Addresses. — Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer,  Sunday  morn. 

"     E.  R.  Eschbach,         "  " 

"     A.  C.  VVhitmer,        "  " 

Bace  Street. — (Dr.  Bomberger)  Rev.  G.  W.  Williard,  Sun.  morn. 

"     G.  W.  Welker,       "evening 
Salem. — (Rev.  Wiehle)  Rev.  M.  Stern,  D.  D  ,  Sunday  morning. 

"     Prof.  J.  H.  Klein,     "         evening 
Zion's. — (Rev.  Gehr)         "     Prof.  J.  H.  Klein,  Friday  evening. 

"     F.  Kunzler,  Sunday  morning 
"A.  Toensmeier,     "         evening. 
Bethlehem. — (Rev.  Neuber)  Rev.  C.  Cast,       "         morning. 

"     H.J.Ruetenik,D.D.,Sun.even. 
EmanueVs — (Rev.  Dahlman,  Sen.,)  Rev.  C.  Schiller,     "     morn. 

Rev.  J.  F.  H.  Dieckman,       "      even. 
EmanueVs. — (Rev.  Dahlman,  Jr  ,)  Rev.  H.J.  Ruetenik,    "     morn. 

Rev.  H.  A.  Muhlmeier,     "      even. 
St.  Stephen's. — (Rev.  Romich)  Rev.  P.  S.  Fisher,  "     morn. 

"     ^Y.  H.  Groh,  "      even. 

St.  PauVs. — (Rev.  Gantenbein)  Rev.  Kueiling,  Sunday  morning. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Zahner,  D.  D.,      "     evening. 

St.  John's. — (vacant)      "     E.  O.  Forney,  *'     morning. 

"     J.  Riale,  "     evening. 

Trinity. — (Rev.  Klopp)  Rev.  F.  K.  Levan,  "     morning. 

"     G  W.  Aughinbaugh  "     evening. 
Jerusalem. — (Rev,  Meerwein)  Rev.  Dr  J.  Bossard,  "     morning. 

Rev.  L.  Praikschatis,   "      evening:. 


2.    OTHER  CHURCHES. 

St.  Luke. — (Luth.)  Rev.  I.  II.  Reiter,  Sunday  morning. 
Christ  Church. — (Luth  )  Rev.  W.  R  H.  Deatrich,  Sunday  morn. 
Lutherhaum. — Rev.  D.  Gring,  Sunday  morning. 

"     W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  Sunday  evening. 
Second  Presbyterian. — Rev.  "Wm  M.  Reily,  Sunday  morning. 
"     G.  H,  Johnston,  Sunday  evening. 
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MasMl.—QILelh.)  Eev.  T  J   Barkley,  "  morning. 

"     S   Mease,  ''  evening. 

Christ  Presbyterian — Eev  J   S  Foulk,  "  " 

First  Reformed —  •'     D.  Zacbarias,  D.  1).,  Sunday  morning. 

Second  Moravian.— (Rev .  Huffman)  Eev.  H.  Mosser,  Sun.  even. 
Front  St.  M  E.  Church — Eev.  L.  J.  Mayer,  Sunday  morning. 

"     J.   Schlosser,         "         evening. 
Cehocksink  M.  E.  Church — Eev.  M.  L.  Shuford,  Sunday  morn, 

Eev.  H.  H.  W.  Hibschman,  Sunday  even. 
Ajncan  Presbyterian  — Eev.  J.  H   Sykes,  Sunday  morning. 
MiSsiahLuth.  Church. — Eev.  G.  H  Johnston,  Sunday  morning. 

"     Gr,  L.  Slaley,  "        evening. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

A.  H.  Kremer,  Chairman. 


PLACE  AND  TIME  OF  NEXT    MEETINGk 

The  Synod  proceeded  to  select  the  place  and  time  for  hold- 
ing its  next  triennial  sessions.  The  places  projDOsed  were  Fort 
Wayne  and  Cincinnati.  The  Eoll  was  called  and  the  result  of 
the  election  was,  that  the  First  Eeformed  Church,  corner  of 
Elm  and  Fifteenth  Streets,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  was  chosen  as  the 
place;  and  the  Wednesday  before  Advent  Sunday,  November 
27,  1872,  at  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  was  fixed  as  the  time. 


Synod  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  nine 
o'clock.  Dismissed  with  singing,  and  prayer  by  Eev.  A. 
Toensmeier. 


Saturday,  Nov.  27,  9  o'clock  A.  M. 
Synod  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by 
the  Pi'esident.     Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 


ACADEMY  OF  NATURAL  SCIENCES. 


A  communication  was  received  from  the  officers  of  the 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  in  Philadelphia,  inviting  the 
Synod  to  visit  that  institution,  at  such  time  as  might  best  suit 
its  convenience. 


20  GENERAL    SYNOD  OP  THE 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  we,  while  we  can  not  see  our  way  clear  to 
accef)t  the  invitation,  do  hereby  tender  our  sincere  thanks  to 
the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  for  the  favor  kindly  prof- 
fered. 

REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  last  General  Synod  to  re- 
vise and  condense  the  Constitution  of  the  Eeformed  Church* 
submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted ; 

The  Committee  appointed  to  revise  and  condense  the  general 
Constitution  of  the  Church,  respectfully  report  as  follows: 

The  Committee  held  a  meeting  at  Pittsburg  reaching 
through  several  days  in  the  year  1867,  another  meeting  in  the 
year  1868  at  Miamisburg,  Ohio,  and  a  third  and  final  meeting 
in  Philadelphia,  just  previous  to  the  meeting  of  this  General 
Synod.  They  have  brought  their  labors  to  a  close,  and  here- 
with submit  a  Constitution  for  the  consideration  of  this 
Synod, 

The  expenses  incurred  by  the  Committee,  in  the  prosecution 
of  their  labors,  amount  to  ^293  03,  which  they  ask  Synod  to 
pay. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Thomas  G.  Apple,  Chairman. 

The  Stated  Clerk  was  directed  to  have  four  hundred  copies 
of  the  Constitution,  as  revised  by  the  Committee,  printed  in 
the  English  language  for  the  use  of  the  Synod;  and  the  Treas. 
urer  of  Synod  was  instructed  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee. 


On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  whom 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion together  with  the  drattof  the  Constitution,  be  referred,  to 
designate  the  order  in  which  the  Constitution,  as  revised  by 
the  Committee,  shall  be  taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  Committee  consists  of  Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner,  Dr.  D.  Zach- 
arias,  Dr.  H.  J.  Ruetenik,  and  Elders  F.  W.  Schaley  and  G.  C. 
Welker. 


REPORT  ON  OVERTURES. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  the  following  report^ 
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which  was  received,  and  disposed  of,  item  by  item,  and  is  as 
follows: 

The  Committee  would  respecfully  report  as  follows: 

Item  1.  Is  the  report  of  the  Committeo  on  Correspondence 
with  the  Pastoral  Conferences  in  Germany  and  Switzerland. 

Item  2  fs  a  petition  from  the  First  Evangelical  Reformed 
Church  in  Wakeshma,  Mich.,  asking  this  Synod  for  aid  in  the 
erection  of  iheir  house  of  worsliip. 

Item  3  Is  a  complaint  of  Rev  J.  H  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D., 
against  the  action  of  the  late  Synod  of  Danville,  Pa.,  in  refer- 
ence to  himself. 

Iteai  4.  Is  a  communication  from  Rev.  George  Weber  of 
Sterling.  111.,  asking  this  Synod  to  declare  by  resolution  the 
Divorce  Court  powerless  in  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

Item  5.  Is  a  petition  from  the  Illinois  Classis,  to  this  Synod, 
asking  for  protection  from  certain  alleged  wrontrs  committed 
aafainst  it  by  the  Classis  of  Milwaukee,  of  the  Synod  of  the 
North  West,  in  organizing  and  claiming  jurisdiction  over  con- 
gregations within  its  bounds 

•  Item  6.  Is  a  communication  from  the  Rev  Isaac  K.  Loos,  of 
Bethlehem,  Pa.  in  which  he  gives  the  results  of  a  correspondence 
with  Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge,  of  Omatia,  Agent  and  Trustee  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad,  commeriding  and  urging  the  importance 
of  adopting  such  measures  as  will  most  ett'ectually  secure  the 
interests  of  the  Church  along  this  important  national  thorough- 
fare. 

Item  7,  Is  a  memorial  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis.  directing 
the  attention  of  this  Synod  to  a  certain  action  in  the  case  of 
one  of  its  delegates,  to  the  Sj-nod  of  Hagerstown,  and  petition- 
ing this  Synod  to  disapprove  of  said  action 

Item  8.  Comprises  71  memorials  from  congregations  con- 
nected with  the  Eastern  Synod  and  the  Westmoreland  Classis 
of  the  Synod  of  Ohio  and  A<ljacent  States,  requesting  the  at- 
tention of  Synod  to  certain  facts  rci^arding  the  "  Order  of 
Worship  "  allowed  for  provisional  use  by  the  General  Synod  of 
Dayton,  and  petitioning  that  this  privilege  be  recalled,  and  that 
such  other  action  be  taken  in  the  case  as  may  be  proper. 

Item  9  Is  a  communication  from  Mr.  Charles  Buendier,  of 
Pilot  Grove,  Cooper  County  Missouri  respecting  a  quarter  sec- 
tion (160  acres)  of  land,  partly  under  cultivation,  with  a  stone 
house  thereon,  in  Monti^omerj^  County,  Kansas,  which  he  offers 
to  this  Synod,  as  a  gift,  on  the  condition  that  an  Orphan  Home 
be  erected  thereon,  open  equally  to  the  children  of  all  denomi- 
nations and  nations;  and  that  he  and  his  daughter  have  a 
home  in  it  in  case  they  may  need  it. 

Item  10.  Is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Charles  M.  Erberg  notifying 
the  Synod  of  the  Fair  now  being  held  in  Horticultural  Hall,  of 
this  city,  with  a  number  of  cards  of  admission  for  the  use  of 
such  members  of  the  Synod  as  may  wish  to  attend. 
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Item  11.  Is  a  memorial  respecting  the  formation  of  a  new  Rfs- 
trict  Synod  the  title  of  which  sliail  be  determined  at  its  firslJ 
meetinu;.  This  memorial  is  conditionally  signed  by  the  Com- 
mitter! of  West  New  York  Classis. 

Item  12.  Is  a  letter  from  tlie  Rev.  A  Baltser.  Prenident  of 
the  Evangelical  Synod  of  the  West,  stating  that  Rev.  J.  Bank, 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y..  had  been  elected  to  represent  the  above- 
named  Synod  at  this  General  Synod  informing  this  Synod  at 
the  same  time  of  the  inability  of  the  delegate  to  attend  this 
meeting.  Respectfully  submitted, 

George  W.  Williard,  Chairman. 

Item  1.  This  was  laid  on  the  table  until  the  same  subject 
comes  up  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of 
the  General  Synod. 

Item  2.  Referred  to  the  Board  of  Church  Extension. 

Item  3.  Laid  on  the  table  until  the  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Minutes  of  the  District  Synods  report. 

Item  4.  Referred  to  a  special  committee,,  consisting  of  Revs* 
Dr.  J.  H.  Good.  J.  S.  Foulk  and  Elder  O.  E.  Schreiber. 

Item  5.  Referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs. 
Dr.  M.  Stern,  Dr.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  and  Elder  J.  M.  Jones. 

Item  6.  Referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Missions. 

Item  7.  Referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs, 
Dr.  E.  E.  Higbee,  Dr.  T.  S.  Johnston,  O.  E,  Lake,  and  Elders 
Henr}^  Leonard  and  Wm.  Miller. 

Item  8  Referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs- 
Isaac  E.  Graeff,  Dr.  J.  W.  Nevin,  J.  Heller,  and  Elders  Daniel 
Hoffman  and  B   Renner. 

Item  9.  Referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Orphan 
Homes. 

Item  10.  On  motion, 

Re-ofved,  That  this  General  Synod  expresses  its  thanks  for 
the  kind  invitation  of  Mr.  Charles  M.  Erberg.  to  visit  the  Fair, 
held  at  Horticultural  Hall,  in  favor  of  the  Homeopathic  Insti- 
tution. 

Item  11.  Adopted. 

Item  12.  Adopted. 

The  report  was  adopted  as  a  whole. 


assessment  of  contingent  expenses. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That   an  assessment  of  fifty  cents  be  levied  on 
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each  member  of  this  Synod  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  present  meeting,  and  whatever  be  laekitig,  be  paid  out 
of  the  treasurj^;  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  collect 
the  assessment. 

The  committee  consists  of  Elders  David  B.  Martin  and  Wil- 
liam H.  Seibert. 


Sj-nod  adjourned  to  meet  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
closing  with  doxology,  and  prayer  by  Eev.  Dr.  J.  Bossard. 


Saturday,  Nov.  27,  3  o'clock  P.  M. 
Synod  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by 
Elder  John  Ermentrout. 

REPORT  ON  MINUTES  OP  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod  sub- 
mitted the  following  report,  which  was  received,  and  taken  up 
item  by  item,  and  then  adopted  as  a  whole: 

The  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod,  at 
Dayton,  reports  respectfully  as  follows: 

Item  1.  Page  20  The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare a  form  of  Charter  for  the  General  Synod,  with  the  request 
to  publish  the  same  as  soon  as  prepared. 

Item  2.  Pages  20  and  63.  The  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  revise  and  condense  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  together  with  the 
Rules  of  Order,  with  instruction  to  report  to  this  Synod. 

Item  3.  Page  58  The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  cor- 
respond with  the  Reformed  Pastoral  Conferences  of  Switzer- 
land, and  Detmold,  Germany,  which  committee  is  contin- 
ued. 

Item  4.  Page  60.  A  request  to  the  several  Classes  to  act  on 
the  omission  of  the  word  "German,"  in  our  general  Church 
title. 

Item  5.  Page  62.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  on  the 
Triglutt  Catechism,  under  instruction  to  report  to  this  Synod. 

Item  6.  Page  66.  The  election  of  certain  persons  as  dele- 
gates to  Corresponding  Bodies. 

Item  7.  Page  69.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  re- 
port a  plan  for  a  revision  of  the  English  Hymn  Book. 

Iteji  8.  Page  77.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare a  Charter  of  Incorporation  of  the  General  Synod  of  the 
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Eeformed  Church  in  the  United    States,  and   report   to   this 
Synod. 

Item  9  Page  77.  The  procuring  of  a  Seal  for  the  General 
Synod  by  the  officers  of  Sj^nod 

Item  10.  Page  8L  The  postponement  of  final  action,  con- 
cerning the  union  of  the  German  Kefbrmed  and  the  Eeformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Churches,  until  the  meeting  of  this  Synod. 

Item  11.  Page  85.  The  union  of  the  two  committees  of  the 
Eastern  and  Western  Synods,  in  reference  to  correspondence 
with  the  Reformed  Churches  of  Germany,  and  to  report  to  this 
General  Synod. 

Item  12.  Page  94.  The  publishing  of  the  Minutes  of  the 
last  General  Synod  by  the  Stated  Clerk. 

Hespectfuliy  submitted, 

Leitrich  Willers,  Chairman. 

Item  1.  Having  reference  to  the  preparation  of  a  form  of 
Charter,  was  lain  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Item  2.  Already  reported. 

Item  3.  The  committee  called  for  under  this  item,  submitted 
their  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

To  the  General  Sjniod  of  the  German  Eeformed  Church, 
convened  in  Philadelphia. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Pastoral 
Conferences  in  German}^  and  Switzerland. 

As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Min- 
isterial Conferences  in  Germany  and  Switzerland,  I  am  sorry  to 
report  to  your  Rwerend  Body,  that  for  the  following  reasons 
nothing  has  been  done  to  reach  the  object  of  our  appointment: 

Considering  the  other  members  of  the  committee,  in  view 
of  their  extensive  travels  and  favorable  acquaintance  in  the 
Old  Country,  much  better  qualified  to  prepare  the  way  for  the 
desired  correspondence  than  myself,  I  first  wrote  to  Rev.  Dr. 
P.  Schaff,  entreating  him  to  prepare,  a  suitable  letter  to  the 
leading  men  in  those  Conferences  But  in  his  prompt  reply, 
he  stated:  "I  must  respectfully  decline  acting  on  sucli  a  com- 
mittee, because  I  know  from  experience  that  this  correspond- 
ence amounts  to  little  or  nothing.  Our  S_\  nod  tried  it  again 
and  again  to  no  purpose,  unless  it  was  suf>ported  by  the  per- 
sonal presence  of  a  deleorate  to  Europe.  A  letter  sent  some  years 
ago  to  the  Swiss  Pa^'oral  Conference  by  Dr.  Kessler,  etc.,  remains 
unanswered  to  this  day." 

Soon  after  the  reception  of  this  unfavorable  answer,  I  wrote 
to  Rev.  Dr.  B.  S  Schneck.  ui-ging  the  importance  of  our  duty 
and  requesting  him  to  perform  the  part  which  Dr.  Schaff  had 
declined.  But  he  likewise  gave  me  a  kind  but  unfavorable  re- 
ply, stating  that  he  entirely  agreed  with  Dr.  Schatf  respecting 
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the  uselessness  of  such  a  correspondence,  and  must  therefore 
decline  his  services  on  the  committee.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, and  my  own  meager  faith  in  the  results  of  nuch  a  cor- 
respondence beiiii;  still  hirther  diminished  hy  the  information 
that  the  Swiss  Pastoral  Conference  had  left  Dr  Kessler's  letter 
unanswered,  nothin<j^  has  been  done.  And  sitice  this  com- 
mittee will  not  be  able  to  accomplish  anything  in  the  future, 
I  would,  therefore,  suggest  the  propriety  of  its  dissolution. 

Trusting  to  the  charitable  consideration  of  the  Reverend 
Synod,         I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Rust. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  we  appoint  a  committee  of  five  to  corre- 
spond with  the  Pastoral  Conferences  in  Swiizerland  and  Det- 
mold. 

The  committee  consists  of  Eevs  John  Kuelling,  Dr.  Her- 
man J.  Euetenik,  Dr.  John  G.  Zahner,  Nicholas  Gehr  and 
John  F.  Busche. 

Item  4.  Laid  on  the  table  until  the  Committee  on  the  Of- 
cial  Reports  of  Classes  reports 

Item  5.  Laid  on  the  table  until  the  committee  is  prepared 
to  report. 

Item  6.  The  delegates  appointed  by  the  General  Synod  to 
Corresponding  Bodies,  submitted  their  reports,  which  were  re- 
ceived and  adopted,  and  are  as  follows: 

(a.)   The  General  Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  this 
bod}^ : 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States: 

The  undersigned,  delegate  secundus  to  the  General  Synod 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  respectively  reports: 

That  after  the  decease  of  Dr.  H.  Harbaugh  (delegate  pri- 
marius),  he  made  all  the  necessary  arrangements  to  be  present 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Lutheran  Synod,  in  Cincinnati;  but 
owing  to  the  change  in  the  place  of  meeting,  from  Cincinnati 
to  Washington,  D.  C,  he  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  forego 
that  privilege,  in  consequence  of  the  distance  to  the  place,  and 
the  near  coincidence  of  the  time  of  meeting  with  the  assembly 
of  the  Ohio  Synod.  He  however  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Synod,  through  Rev.  M.  Sheeleigh,  its  Secretary,  conveying 
the  fraternal  salutations  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church;  together  with  a  brief  statement  of  its  present  con- 
dition. Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  Good. 
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(6.)   Triennial  Synod  of  the  Moravian  Church. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  this 
body : 

Keporl  of  the  delegate  to  the  Synod  of  the  '  unitsis  fratrum:'' 
Your  delegate  primarius  to  the  above-named  Synod,  begs 
leave  to  state  that  it  has  been  his  sincere  desire  to  tultill  his 
duty,  but  could  not  ascertain  the  time  and  place  or'  their 
meeting  To  obtain  this  necessary  information,  I  wrote  to  my 
worthy  secundus,  requesting  him,  at  the  same  time,  that,  if  the 
meeting  of  the  "Brethren  "  should  take  place  in  the  East  or 
during  the  sessions  of  <>ur  Instituiion,  then  he  should  please  to 
go  and  fill  my  place.  But  the  justly  expected  reply  to  this  let- 
ter has  never  come  to  hand,  and  I  am  therefore  unable  to  in- 
form yonv  Reverend  Body,  whether  the  Sj'nod  of  the  '' unitas 
fratrum  "  has  been  visited  or  cot 

Eespectfull}^  submitted, 

H.  lUrsT. 

(c.)    The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  {N.  S.) 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to 
this  bodj": 

Lebanon,  Pa.,  Nov.  24,  1869. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America: 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren: — Having  been  appointed  at  the 
last  session  of  the  General  Syno.d.  held  ar  I'ayton,  a  delegate 
to  the  General  Assemblv  of  the  Pi-esbyterian  Church  (N.  S), 
I  attended  its  session,  held  at  Harrisburg  May  20. 1868.  1  was 
cordially  received  and  had  the  privilege  of  listening  to  the  dis- 
cussion upon  the  question  of  union  with  the  other  branch  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  occupied  their  attention  the  greater 
part  of  the  session.  This  union  has  since  been  consummated, 
and  hence  the  Presbyterian  Assembly  with  which  we  corre- 
sponded has  been  merited  into  the  United  Church.  The 
Assembly  sent  its  fraternal  greeting  and  expressed  its  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  our  Church 

It  also  appointed  a  delegate  to  represent  it  at  our  present 
sesson.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Tiios.  S.  Johnston. 

{d.)   The  General  Synod  of  the  Eeformed  Church  in  America. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  this 
body: 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church: 
The  undersigned,  as  corresponding  delegate  to  the  General 
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Synod  of  the  Reformed  (Dutch)  Church,  would  respectfully 
report,  that  he  vva><  prei^ent  at  the  meeting  of  said  Synod,  held 
in  Hudson,  N.  Y..  in  June,  1868,  and  that  his  reception  was 
cordial  and  \evy  gratityirig.  Many  subjects  of  interest  claimed 
the  attention  of  ihe  body,  anionic  which  might  be  n«nied.  in 
partieu'ar.  the  Cause  of  Borne  Missions,  the  Closer  Ufw  n  of 
the  Christian  Chwch,  the  Dropjiimj  of  their  Foreign  National 
Name,  and  substituting  in  its  siead,  the  simple  title  of  if^f/brw^ecZ, 
and  the  Transfer  of  their  Religious  Paper,  ttic  Chriatian  Intelli- 
gencer, and  it-*  future  policy 

Yoi'r  delegate  lis'ened  with  much  interest  and  pleaf-ure  to 
the  discussions  of  Synod  upon  those  topics,  and  more  par- 
ticularly upon  the  one  touching  the  great  object  of  a  Closer 
Union  of  the  Church  of  Christ, 'du  object  which  our  Savior  re- 
membered among  the  very  last  words  which  he  sent  up  to  his 
Father  on  behalf  of  his  disciples,  'That  they  might  be  one." 
There  never  was  a  time  when  it  became  Christians  to  under- 
stand this  prayer  more  than  the  present.  Every  appro.vinia'ion, 
therefore,  which  the  different  churches  can  make  or  do  make  to 
one  another,  everything  that  tends  to  cenT  nt  and  to  bind 
them  in  the  bonds  of  a  closer  fellowship,  must  be  rejoicing  to 
any  Christian  heart.  And,  in  retiring  from  Synod,  your  dele- 
gate so  expressed  himself  to  that  body,  as  he  offered  to  it  the 
warm,  heart'elt  greetings  of  our  own,  and  the  assurances  of 
our  prayers  for  their  prosperity,  unity  and  peace. 

To  this  the  President  made  a  feeling  and  fraternal  reply, 
expressing  the  hope  that  we  all  may  at  last  sit  down  Avith 
Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  go 
no  more  out  forever. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Nov.  24,  1869.  D.  Zacharias. 

Traveling  expenses,  S29  50, 

(e.)    The  Evangelical  Synod  of  the  West. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  delegate  to  this 
body : 

The  undersigned,  delegate  secundus  to  the  Evangelical 
Synod  of  the  West,  begs  leave  respectfully  to  report: 

That  he  was  not  able  to  be  personally  present,  but  has  by 
letter  conveyed  General  Synod's  salutations  and  request  to 
open  a  regular  correspondence  and  that  he  has  received  the 
most  friendly  answer,  with  the  assurance  that  a  delegate 
would  be  sent  regularly. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

II.  J.   RUETENIK. 
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Expenses  of  Delegates. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  S.ynod  be  authorized  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  the  Delegates  to  Corresponding  Bodies,  as 
stated  in  their  reports. 

Item  7.  Laid  on  the  table  until  the  committee  is  prepared 
to  report. 

Item  8.  Laid  on  the  table  until  the  committee  is  prejDared  to 
report. 

Item  9.  The  committee  reported  progress,  and  was  con- 
tinued. 

Item  10.  This  item  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  to 
report  thereon  to  this  Synod. 

The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  A.  H. 
Krcraer,  J.  E.  Busche,  and  Elders  B.  Kuhnsand  J.  S.  Siahr.    . 

Item  11.  The  committee,  raised  under  this  item,  was  dis- 
charged. 

Item  12.  The  following  report  was  received  and  adopted: 

Tiie  unders'gned,  as  Stated  Clerk  of  General  Synod,  would 
respectfully  report: 

That,  agreeably  to  the  instruction  of  Synod,  he  caused  the 
required  number  of  copies  of  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the 
last  triennial  sessions  of  the  Synod  to  be  published  both  in  the 
English  and  German  languages,  and  had  them  distributed 
according  to  the  authorized  apportionment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Isaac  H.  Eeiter. 


Synod  adjourned  until  Monday  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 
Closed  with  singing,  and  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  J.  G.  Zahner. 


DIVINE  SERVICES  ON  SUNDAY. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  sermon  on  the  occasion  having 
been  preached  by  the  Rev.  John  W.  Nevin,  D.  D  ,  the  Synod, 
in  connection  with  Christ  Evangelical  Reformed  congregation, 
united  in  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  The  puljjits 
of  the  other  Reformed  congregations  in  Philadelphia,  as  w<4l 
as  those  of  some  sister  denominations,  by  request,  and  according 
to  appointment,  were  supplied  in  the  morning  and  evening  by 
members  of  Synod. 
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Monday,  Nov.  29,  9  o'clock  A.  M. 
Synod  met,  and  "was  opened  with  einging,  and  prayer  by 
the  President.     Quorum  present.     Minutes  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. , 


^ 


COMMITTEE  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

On  motion, 

A  committee  on  leave  of  absence,  consisting  of  Revs.  H. 
Williard,  H.  Mosser  and  Elder  T.  J.  Craig,  was  appointed,  to 
whom  all  applications  for  leave  of  absence  were  referred. 
Subsequently,  daring  the  sessions  of  Synod,  this  committee 
reported  from  time  to  time,  and  their  recommendations  were 
acted  upon  by  Synod. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  MINUTES   OF  SYNODS, 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  District 
Synods  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  and  dis- 
posed of  item  by  item,  and  then  ado^^ted  as  a  whole.  It  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  District  Synods,  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  report: 

SYNOD    OF    THE    REFORMED    CHURCH    IN    THE    UNITED   STATES. 

Minutes  o/  1867. 

Item  1.  Page  20.  The  following  Classes,  belonging  to  this 
Synod,  favor  the  omission  of  the  word  German  from  our 
Church  title:  East  Snsquehanna,  West  New  York,  Clarion, 
Lancaster,  Goshenhoppen,  Mercersburg,  Zion's,  Maryland,  St. 
Pauls,  East  Pennsylvania  and  Lebanon — 11.  The  Classes  of 
Philadelphia  and  North  Carolina  oppose  the  omission  of  the 
word  German  Irom  our  Church  title.  New  York,  Virginia 
and  West  Susquehanna  postponed  action  on  this  subject,  in 
1867,  and  there  is  no  synodical  record  of  any  action  subsequently 
taken. 

Item  2.  Page  55.  This  Synod  approved  the  action  of  the 
General  Synod,  in  regard  to  the  "Order  of  Worhip,"  declaring 
it  as  proper  to  be  used  in  our  congregations  and  families. 

Item  3.  Page  55.  This  Synod,  in  compliance  with  the  direc- 
tion of  the  General  Synod,  urges  upon  all  its  ministers  and 
congregations  the  duty  of  devoting  the  regular  collections  in 
.divine  service  to  objects  of  benevolence. 
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Item  4.  Page  57.  This  Sytiod  appointed  the  Revs.  Samuel 
N.  (Jullender,  (ieo.  B  Eusboll  and  Dr.  Thomas  G  Apple,  a 
committee  to  sustain  its  position  beiore  the  General  Synod,  in 
the  maiter  of  the  appeal  of  Dr  Samuel  R.  Fisher  from  the 
action  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis,  overruling  his  decisions  as 
President  of  said  Classis. 

Item  5.  Page  79.  To  sustain  its  position  before  the  General 
Synod  against  the  proposed  complaint  of  Elders  Andrew  W. 
Myers  and  John  Wiest,  this  Synod  appointed  the  same  com- 
mittee, which  was  aj)pointed  lor  a  similar  purpose  in  the  case 
of  the  proposed  apj)eai  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 

Minutes  of  1868. 

Item  6.  Page  63.  The  appeal  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia 
to  the  General  Synod  from  the  action  of  their  Synod,  sustain- 
ing the  appeal  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Fisher  from  the  de- 
cision of  said  Classis,  is  referred  by  the  Synod  to  the  committee 
appointed  for  this  purpose  at  its  annual  meeting  in  Baltimore, 
1867. 

Minutes  of  1869. 

Item  7.  Page  42.  This  Synod  calls  the  attention  of  the 
Genei-al  Synod  to  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions,  as  carried  on 
by  the  German  Ev^angelical  Missionary  Society  in  the  United 
States. 

Item  8.  Page  43.  This  Synod  earnestly  petitions  the  Gen- 
eral S^mod  to  so  construct  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  as  not 
to  include  among  its  members  any  one  who  will  wage  war  or 
discriminate  against  any  section  of  the  Church,  either  East, 
West,  North  or  South. 

Item  9.  Page  49.  This  Synod  appointed  Revs.  Dr.  Daniel 
Gans,  Samuel  N.  Callender  and  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Apple,  a  com- 
mittee to  sustain  its  action  before  the  General  Synod,  on  the 
several  appeals  and  complaints  growing  out  of  the  case  of 
Christ  Evangelical  Reformed  Church,  Philadelphia. 

Item  10.  Page  63.  This  Synod  requests  the  General  Synod 
to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  secure  such  modifications  of  tho 
Constitution  of  the  Church,  as  will  provide  for  the  organization 
of  German  Classes  in  territory  occupied  at  the  same  time  by 
English  Classes. 

Item  11.  Page  67.  This  Synod  dismissed  Clarion,  St.  Paul's 
and  West  New  York  Classes,  in  accordance  with  the  action  of 
the  General  Synod,  with  the  view  of  forming  a  District  Synod 
in  connection  with  the  Classis  of  Westmoreland,  of  the  Synod 
of  Ohio  and  Adjacent  States. 

Item  12.  Page  67.  Synod  reiterates  its  approval  of  the 
action  of  the  General  Synod  on  the  "  Order  of  Worship,"  and 
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expresses  its  judgment  that  each  Synod  should  be  left  to  work 
out  the  Liturgical  question  for  itself  freely. 

Item  13.  Page  G9.  The  matter  of  complaint  and  petition,  on 
the  part  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  in  reference  to  its 
action  at  Hagerstown,  touching  certain  offensive  language 
used  against  it  by  Dr.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger,  was  referred  by 
the  S^uod  to  the  committee  already  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  its  interests  before  the  General  Synod. 

Item  14.  Page  71.  This  Synod  called  the  attention  of  the 
Genei-al  Synod  to  the  constitutional  relation  of  the  Synods 
and  the  General  Synod. 

THE    SYNOD    OP    OHIO    AND   ADJACENT    STATES. 

Minutes  of  1867. 

Item  15.  Page  10.  The  Synod  adopts  the  Plan  of  Systematic 
Penevolence. 

Item  16.  Page  16.  The  Synod  dismissed  the  Westmoreland 
Classis,  in  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  General  Synod, 
with  a  view  of  forming,  in  connection  with  St.  Paul's,  Clarion 
and  West  New  York  Classes,  a  District  Synod  in  Western 
Pennsylvania. 

Item  17.  Page  17.  Two  of  Synod's  Classes  approve  of,  three 
disapprove  of,  and  three  take  no  action,  on  the  subject  of  the 
General  Synod  meeting  in  annual  session. 

Minutes  of  1868. 

Item  18.  Page  12.  The  Synod  of  Ohio  and  Adjacent  States 
unites  with  the  Synod  of  the  North  West,  in  requesting  the 
General  Synod  to  take  such  action  as  will  bring  about  a  closer 
union  between  the  German  Eeformed  and  the  Eeformed  (Dutch) 
Churches. 

Item  19.  Page  13.  The  Synod  of  Ohio,  and  the  Synod  of 
the  North  West,  unite  in  referring  to  the  General  Synod  a 
division  of  Classes  according  to  language  within  the  same  ter- 
ritory. 

Item  20.  Page  16.  The  following  Classes  drop  the  word 
German  from  the  title  of  the  Church: 

Miami,  Lancaster,  Tiffin,  Westmoreland,  Sandusky,  Illinois 
and  Iowa.     St.  John's  refused. 

Item  21.  Page  42.  The  Synod  of  Ohio  deems  it  unnecessary  to 
exchange  delegates  with  the  Northwestern  and  the  Eastern 
Synods  since  the  formation  of  the  General  Synod,  and  requests 
these  Synods  to  agree  with  this  action. 

Minutes  of  1869. 
Item  22.  Page  20.  Rev.  G.  H.  Johnston  gave  notice  of  ap- 
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peal  to  the  General  Synod  from  the  action  of  the  Synod  in  the 
adoption  of  the  Minority  Eeport  iu  the  Eettig  appeal  case. 

Item  23.  Page  21.  Is  the  appointment  of  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  Eevs.  J.  H.  Good,  G.  W.  Williard  and  I.  H.  Reiter, 
to  defend  the  action  of  the  Synod  before  the  General  Synod, 
in  the  matter  of  appeal  of  Rev.  G.  H.  Johnston. 

Item  24.  Page  21.  The  Synod  postpones  any  further  action 
on  the  Eettig  appeals  until  its  next  annual  meeting. 

Item  25.  Page  38.  The  Synod  resolves  to  do  all  in  its  power 
to  assist  the  General  Board  in  the  work  of  Home  Missions. 

Item  26.  Page  40.  The  Synod  requests  the  Eastern  Synod, 
through  the  General  Synod,  to  give  it  the  right  to  publish  or 
republish  the  hymn  books  and  catechisms  in  use  in  the 
Church. 

Item  27.  Page  45.  Rev.  J.  Riale  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  complain  to  the  General  Synod  of  the  non-admission  of 
Rev.  C.  Cort  as  a  member  of  this  body,  and  of  the  manner  in 
which  his  case  was  disposed  of. 

Item  28.  Page  45.  Rev.  J.  Riale  gives  notice,  in  another 
paper  of  similar  import,  of  his  intention  to  complain  to  the 
General  Synod  of  the  action  of  this  body  in  Rev.  C.  Cort's 
case. 

Item  29.  Page  45.  Is  a  complaint,  signed  by  Revs.  John  I. 
Swander,  Cyrus  Cort,  D.  S.  Fouse  and  J.  Riale,  against  the 
rulings  of  the  President  and  the  action  of  the  Synod  in  Rev. 
C.  Cort's  case. 

Item  30.  Page  46.  The  Synod  refuses  to  recognize  the  right 
of  complaint  to  Rev.  C.  Cort,  and  impliedly  censures  him  for 
endeavoring  to  exercise  that  right. 

Item  31.  Page  46.  All  matters  referring  to  appeals  and 
complaints,  are  referred  to  the  committee  already  appointed  to 
defend  its  action  before  the  General  Synod. 

Item  32.  Page  47.  The  Synod  recedes  from  its  action  of 
last  year  on  the  subject  of  the  division  of  Classes  according  to 
language. 

Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio — Special  Meeting,  November,  1869. 

Item  33.  The  Synod  receives  and  adopts  the  report  of  its 
Liturgical  Committee.  The  result  of  its  labors  is  the  joint  work 
of  the  Synod  of  Ohio  and  of  the  Northwestern  Sjnod.  The 
work  is  entitled:  "A  Liturgy,  or  Order  of  Worship  for  the  Re- 
formed Church.''  The  Synod  of  Ohio  respectfully  asks  the 
General  Synod  to  allow  its  free  use  in  the  Church. 

northwestern^district  synod. 
Minutes  of  1867. 

Item  34.  Page  5.  The  request  of  the  General  Synod,  in 
reference   to   a  more   general   participation   in   the   work   of 
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Missions,  was  concurred  in,  and  the  subject  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions. 

Item  35.  Page  6.  Has  reference  to  the  correspondence  with 
Reformed  Churches  in  Germany  and  Switzerland,  and  was  at- 
tended to. 

Item  36.  Page  6.  Is  a  resolution,  in  reference  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Revised  Liturgy. 

Item  37.  Page  17.  All  the  Classes  have  declared  i.gainstthe 
holding  of  the  (reneral  Synod  annually. 

Minutes  of  1868. 

Item  38.  Page  23.  Has  reference  to  the  omission  of  the 
word  "German  "  in  our  Church  title.  Heidelberg  CJassis  has 
voted  for  it,  and  St.  Joseph's,  Indiana,  Sheboygan,  Erie  and 
Milwaukee  Classes,  against  it. 

Minutes  of  1869  (Extra  Session). 

Item  39.  The  work  of  the  Liturgical  Committee,  of  the 
Western  part  of  the  Church,  was  approved  and  a  resolution 
passed,  by  which  the  General  Synod  is  requested  to  allow  its 
free  use.  Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  W.  AUGHINBAUGH, 

N.  Gehr, 
G.  H.  Johnston, 
A  J.  Hocket, 
Henry  Drover, 

Committee. 

Item  1.  This  item  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  to 
report  thereon,  consisting  of  Revs.  Dr.  J.  H.  Good,  J.  S.  Foulk, 
and  Elder  Wm.  Brownback. 

Item  2.  Laid  on  the  table  until  all  items  pertaining  to  this 
subject  come  up. 

Item  3.  Adopted. 

Item  4.  Reierred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs. 
W.  E.  Krebs,  J.  Beck,  F.  Kunzler,  and  Elders  L.  H.  Diehl  and 
H.  Wirt. 

Item  5.  Referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs. 
Dr.  M.  Kieffer,  IS.  S.  Strassburger,  W.  H.  Fenneman,  and 
Elders  J.  B.  Kieffer  and  E.  J.  Zahm. 

Item  6.  Referred  to  the  special  committee  appointed  under 
Item  4. 

Item  7.  Referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Missions. 
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Item  8.  Laid  on  the  table  until  the  report  of  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Missions  be  received. 

Item  9.  Adopted. 

Item  10.  Adopted,  and  referred  to  a  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Kevs.  I.  E.  trraeff,  A.  Toensmeier,  B.  Bausman,  and 
Elders  L.  Woodring  and  F.  C.  Polack. 

Item  11.  Referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Rev. 
J.  M.  Titzel,  and  Elders  J.  Laubach  and  G.  H.  Mengel. 

Item  12.  Laid  on  the  table  until  other  items  on  the  subject 
come  up. 

Item  13.  This  Item,  with  all  the  documents  bearing  on  the 
case,  was  refei'red  to  a  special  committee,  to  whom  the  Memor- 
ial touching  this  item  was  referred  from  the  Committee  on 
Overtures  (Item  7). 

On  motion, 

The  Minutes  of  Philadelphia  Classis,  the  Minutes  of  the 
Synod  of  Hagerstown  (1868),  and  the  "Reformed  Church 
Messenger,"  of  November  11,  1868,  were  referred  to  the  above 
committee. 

Item  14.  Referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
Revs.  Geo.  W.  Aughinbaugh,  Dr.  J.  W.  Nevin,  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple, 
and  Elders  H.  Drover  and  A.  J.  Hocket. 

Item  15.  Adopted. 

Item  16.  Referred  to  the  special  committee  appointed  for 
this  purpose  under  Item  11. 

Item  17.  Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Item  18.  Referred  to  the  special  committee  already  ap- 
pointed on  this  subject. 

Item  19.  Referred  to  the  special  committee  raised  on  this 
subject. 

Item  20.  Referred  to  the  special  committee  on  this  subject. 

Item  21.  Adopted. 

Item  22.  Referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
Hevs.  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple,  Prof  J.  H.  Klein,  J.  W.  Ebbinghaus, 
and  Elders  J.  P.  Hassler  and  F.  W.  Schaley. 

Item  23.  Adopted. 

Item  24.  Referred  to  the  committee  ajDpointed  under  Item  22. 

Item  25.  Adojited. 

Item    26.  Referred   to  a   special   committee,  consisting  of 
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Elders  Daniel  "W.  Gross,  Adam  B.  Wingerd,  John  Schaeffer, 
Thomas  Deshler  and  Jacob  Zimmer. 

Item  27.  Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  under  Item  22. 

Item  28.  Referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Item  29.  Referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Item  30.  Referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Item  31.  Referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Minutes  of  District  Synods,  the  Synod  adjourned,  to  meet 
in  the  afternoon  at  three  o'clock.  Closed  with  doxology  and 
prayer. 


Monday,  Nov.  29,  3  o'clock  P.  M. 
The  Synod  met,  and  was  opened  with  sieging,  and  prayer 
by  Rev.  Dr.  J.  W.  Nevin. 


The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  District  Synods, 
pending  at  adjournment,  was  continued. 

Item  32.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  subject. 

Item  33.  Laid  on  the  table  for  the  j^resent. 

Item  34.  Adopted. 

Item  35.  Adopted. 

Item  36.  Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Item  37.  Adopted. 

Item  38.  Referred  to  the  special  committee  on  the  subject. 

Item  39.  Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  District  Synods,  as  a  whole.  On 
this  motion,  a  motion  was  made  to  recommit  the  report  for  the 
pur^iose  of  inserting  in  the  report  the  action  of  the  Synod  of 
Hagerstown,  touching  the  case  of  said  Synod  requiring  one  of 
its  members  to  make  a  retraction,  for  the  purpose  of  being  re- 
viewed and  readjudicated  by  this  body.  After  a  lengthy  dis- 
cussion, this  motion  to  recommit  was  lost;  whereupon  the  re- 
port was  adopted  as  a  whole. 


On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  complaint  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  II.  A.  Bom- 
berger  against  the  action  of  the  late  Synod,  at  Danville,  Pa., 
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reflecting  on  himself,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  to  re- 
port on  tlie  propriety  of  entertaining  it. 

The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  Wm.  H.  H.  Snyder,  R. 
Duenger,  and  Elders  Edward  J.  Zahm,  Andrew  H.  Baughman 
and  Frederick  Stahl. 


WESTERN    LITURGY    PRESENTED   TO  SYNOD. 

The  Eev.  Geo.  W.  Williard,  D.  D.,  a  member  of  the  "Western 
Liturgical  Committee,  presented  to  this  Synod  a  copy  of  the 
work,  entitled,  "A  Liturgy,  or  Order  of  Worship  for  the  He- 
formed  Church,"  prepared  and  published  under  the  direction  of 
the  Synod  of  Ohio  and  Adjacent  States  and  the  Northwestern 
Synod. 

On  motion, 

Besolved,  That  the  book,  entitled,  "  A  Liturgy,  or  Order  of 
Worship  for  the  Eef'ormed  Church,"  jjresented  in  the  name  and 
in  behalf  of  the  aforesaid  Synods,  be  received,  and  referred  to 
a  special  committee  for  examination,  with  instruction  to  report 
to  this  Synod. 

The  committee,  called  for  in  the  above  resolution,  consists 
of  Revs.  Dr.  Thos.  G.  Apple,  Dr.  James  Bossard,  Dr.  John  W, 
Nevin,  and  Elders  John  Ermentrout  and  Daniel  Small. 


'  The  Rev.  T.  Storck,  D.  D.,  appeared  in  Synod,  and  took 
his  seat  as  a  corresponding  delegate  from  the  General  Synod  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  He  addressed  the  Synod 
repecting  the  condition  and  work  of  the  denomination  he 
represented,  and  in  a  fraternal  manner  referred  to  the  general 
subject  of  Christian  union,  to  which  the  President  briefl}^  re- 
sponded. 

The  Stated  Clerk  reported  that  he,  according  to  instruction, 
had  400  copies  of  the  Constitution,  as  revised  by  the  committee, 
printed  in  phamphlet  form  for  the  use  of  Synod,  and  that  they 
were  ready  for  distribution  among  the  members,  which  was 
accordingly  done. 

The  cost  of  printing  them  amounted  to  $58  62,  and  it  was 
ordered  that  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  pay  the  amount  to  James 
B.  Rodgers  &  Co. 
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The  Synod  adjourned  to  meet  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, and  was  closed  with  benediction  by  the  Px'esident. 


Monday  Evening,  Nov.  29,  8  o'clock. 
Synod  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by 
Eev.  H.  M.  Herman. 


POSTPONED  ITEMS  ON  LITURGY  REFERRED  TO  COMMITTEE. 

On  motion, 

Hesoloed,  That  the  several  items  contained  in  reports 
touching  the  Liturgy,  which  have  been  laid  on  the  table,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Subject  of  the  Liturgy. 


REPORT  ON  OFFICIAL  REPORTS  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Official  Eeports  of  Classes 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  and,  having  been 
taken  up  item  by  item,  was  adoj^ted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as 
follows : 

The  Regular  Committee  on  Official  Reports  of  Classes  beg 
leave  to  report  as  follows : 

Reports  have  been  received  from  all  the  Classes  except 
Illinois,  West  Susquehanna,  Eastern  Ohio,  Xorth  Carolina, 
Virginia,  Minnesota  and  Iowa. 

1.  Decisions  of  Classes  on  Subjects  Itef erred  to  Them. 

1.  The  following  Classes  voted  in  favor  of  the  omission  of 
the  word  G-erman  in  the  official  title  of  the  Church,  at  their 
first  annual  meeting  after  the  reference,  viz:  East  Pennsylvania, 
Lebanon,  Maryland,  Zion,  Lancaster  East,  Clarion,  St.  Paul, 
Westmoreland,  Miami,  Lancaster  West,  Tuscarawas,  Tiffin, 
Heidelberg,  East  Susquehanna,  West  JSIew  York,  Mercersburg, 
Goshen  ho  ppen. 

The  following  voted  in  the  negative,  at  their  first  meeting: 
St.  Joseph's,  St.  John,  Sheboj^gan,  Milwaukee,  Erie,  Indiana, 
Philadelphia. 

.  The  following  voted    in   favor,   at  a  subsequent   meeting: 
West  Susquehanna. 

The  following  voted  in  the  negative,  at  a  subsequent  meet- 
ing: New  York. 
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2.  In  regard  to  the  recommendation  of  General  Synod 
(p.  79)  respecting  standing  missionary  committees,  and  sys- 
tematic benevolence,  favorable  action  was  taken  by  the  follow- 
ing Classes,  viz:  Lebanon,  Maryland,  Zion,  Westmoreland, 
Miami,  Lancaster  West,  New  York,  Sheboygan,  Tiffin,  Heidel- 
berg, East  Susquehanna,  Mercersburg. 

St.  Paul's  Classis  refused  to  agree  to  transfer  its  missionary 
work  to  the  General  Board,  and  to  contribute  to  Foreign 
Missions;  but  took  favorable  action  on  the  subject  of  systematic 
benevolence. 

Erie  Classis  agrees  to  send  its  contributions  to  the  Treasury 
of  the  General  Board,  on  condition  that  the  surplus  of  moneys 
not  expended  within  its  limits  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  the 
North  western  Synod.  At  a  later  meeting,  it  resolved  that  its 
contributions  to  Missions  be  applied  for  the  time  being  directly 
to  the  support  of  the  Second  Mission  in  Cleveland. 

Indiana  Classis  resolved  not  to  accept,  for  the  time  being,  of 
the  plan  of  systematic  benevolence  recommended. 

Indiana  Classis  declares  itself  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
a  Central  Missionary  Board  in  the  West,  to  stand  in  connection 
with  the  General  Board  of  the  Church. 

Indiana  Classis  took  measures  to  awaken  a  deeper  interest 
in  Foreign  Missions. 

Indiana  Classis  adopted  a  plan  for  prosecuting  energetically 
the  work  of  Home  Missions;  and  also  favoring  Synod's  recom- 
mendation in  regard  to  Foreign  Missions. 

Philadelphia  Classis  appointed  a  Classical  Missionary  Com- 
mittee to  co-operate  with  the  General  Board. 

2.  Requests  and  References  from  the  Classes  to  the  General  Synod'^ 

1.  Westmoreland  Classis  requests  General  Synod  to  adopt 
the  text  of  the  Tercentary  edition  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism 
as  the  standard  of  the  future  editions  of  the  Catechism. 

2.  Westmoreland  Classis  requests  General  Sj^nod  to  incor- 
porate its  report  on  Missionary  Operations  for  the  past  three 
years  in  the  report  of  the  General  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

3.  St.  Joseph's  Classis  requests  General  Synod  to  divide  it 
into  two  Classes,  one  English  and  one  German,  to  be  known 
by  the  names  of  Zion's  and  St.  Joseph's  Classes. 

4.  Sheboygan  Classis  requests  General  Synod  to  submit  the 
"  Order  of  Worship  "  to  the  examination  of  the  Classes. 

5.  Tiffin  Classis,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  introduction 
of  the  "Order  of  AVorship  "  would  involve  very  great  changes 
in  our  established  cultus  and  be  the  occasion  of  strife  and 
discord,  earnestly  requests  the  General  Synod  at  once  to  sub 
mit  the  same,  in  the  constitutional  mode,  to  the  Classes  for 
adoption  or  rejection. 

G.  Heidelberer  Classis  resolved  that  it  can  not  recognize  the 
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"  Order  of  "Worship)  "  as  a  suitable  Liturgy  for  the  use  of  its 
congregations. 

7.  West  New  York  Classis  would  prefer  the  formation  of  a 
German  District  Synod,  but  since  that  seems  impossible  at 
present,  requests  the  General  Synod  to  form  a  District  Synod 
composed  of  West  New  York,  Westmoreland,  Clarion  and 
St.  Paul. 

8.  Mercersburg  Classis  adopted  resolutions  cordially  indors- 
ing the  action  of  General  Synod  in  allowing  the  use  of  the 
"  Order  of  Worship." 

9.  Indiana  Classis  declares  itself  in  favor  of  measures  for  a 
union  with  the  Eeformed  (Dutch)  Church  as  suggested  in  a 
report  before  the  General  Synod. 

10.  Indiana  Classis  unanimously  declares  itself  against  the 
"Order  of  Worship,"  allowed  by  the  General  Synod,  and  in- 
structs its  delegates  to  vote  against  the  introduction  or  tolera- 
tion of  this  "  Order  of  Worship." 

3.  Appeals  and  Complaints. 

1.  Philadelphia  Classis  appeals  from  the  decision  of  Synod, 
at  Baltimore,  to  the  General  Synod  on  the  appeal  of  Dr. 
Fisher  from  the  decision  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  and 
assigns  four  grounds  of  appeal  to  which  it  asks  the  earnest  at- 
tention of  the  General  Synod,  and  prays  for  a  reversal  of  the 
decision  of  Synod.  Classis  appoint  the  following  a  com- 
mittee to  prosecute  the  appeal:  Eevs.  Dr.  Bomberger,  J.  G. 
Wiehle,  and  Elder  John  Wiest. 

2.  Philadelphia  Classis  approved  of  the  course  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  Classis  in  giving  to  the  Synod  of  Hagerstown  notice 
of  appeal  from  matters  pertaining  to  Christ  Evangelical  Re- 
formed Church,  as  also  from  the  final  action  of  the  Synod  at 
Hagerstown  on  the  whole  case,  to  the  General  Synod;  togethei* 
with  the  reasons  of  appeals;  and  earnestly  requests  attention 
of  the  General  Synod  to  this  appeal. 

3.  Philadelphia  Classis  respectfully  directs  the  attention  of 
General  Synod  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Eastern  S3'nod 
toward  Dr.  Bomberger,  their  delegate  to  Synod,  as  apparently 
extraordinary  and  lacking  constitutional  and  parliamentary 
warrant  and  reflecting  upon  his  moral  character;  and  asks 
General  Synod  to  decide  whether  the  above  proceedings  were 
regular  and  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  and  customs 
of  the  Peformed  Church.  Classis  appointed  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Eevs.  Dr.  Bomberger,  Feete,  and  Elder  A.  W.  Meyers, 
to  present  this  action  to  the  General  Synod  in  the  form  of  a 
memorial.  EespectfuUy  submitted, 

J.  H.  Good 
Geo.  W.  Welkeb, 
a.  toensmeikr, 
Levi  Correll, 

Committee. 
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I.  Decisions  of  Classis  on  Subjects  Referred  to  Them. 

Item  1.  Keferred  to  the  special  committee  on  the  subject. 
Item  2.  Adopted. 

II.  Bequests  and  References  from  the  Classes  to  the  Gvneral  Synod. 

Item  1.  Laid  on  the  table  until  the  Committee  on  the  Trig- 
lott  Catechism  report. 

Item  2.  Eeferred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Missions. 

Item  3.  Eeferred  to  the  Committee  on  German  Classes. 

Item  4.  Keferred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Liturgy. 

Item  5.  Keferred  to  the  same  committee. 

Item  6.  Keferred  to  the  same  committee. 

Item  7.  Keferred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Forma- 
tion of  a  "N'ew  Synod. 

Item  8.  Keferred  to  the  Sj^ecial  Committee  on  the  Liturgy. 

Item  9.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  this  subject. 

Item  10.  Keferred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Liturgy. 

III.  Appeals  and  Complaints. 

Item  1.  Keferred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Phila- 
delphia Classis  Appeal  Case. 

On  the  adoption  of  the  reference  of  this  Item,  the  following 
resolution  was  moved  and  seconded: 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  President  of  this  Synod 
lias,  up  to  this  afternoon,  appointed  the  movers  of  resolutions 
of  reference  to  special  committees  chairmen  of  such  com- 
mittees, it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Syaod  if  he  should  con- 
tinue to  observe  this  rule. 

After  some  discussion,  the  President  decided  the  resolution 
out  of  order.  Whereupon  an  appeal  was  taken  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for.  The 
decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained  by  a  vote  of  95  yeas  to  58 
nays,  namely; 

Yeas.— Kevs.  John  Beck,  N.  S.  Strassburger,  S.  G.  Wagner, 
"W.  K.  Hofford,  Dr.  T.  S.  Johnston,  B.  Bausman,  L.  D.  Leber- 
man,  I.  E.  Graeff,  T.  C.  Leinbach,  J.  O.  Miller,  W.  K.  Zieber, 
E.  Kieffer,  W.  F.  P.  Davis,  D.  Gring,  E.  K.  Eschbach,  Dr.  D. 
Zacharias,  J.  W.  Ebbinghaus,  J.  S.  Foulk,  J.  M.  Titzel,  M.  L. 
Shuford,  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple,  Dr.  E.  E.  Higbee,  S.  N.  Callender^ 
Dr.  M.  Kieffer,  G.  W.  Aughinbaugh,  L  J.  Mayer,  J.  H.  Dubbs, 
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J.  F.  Busche,  C.  Bank,  Dr.  J.  W.  Kevin,  Dr.  T.  C.  Porter,  A.  H. 
Kremer,  W.  H.  H.  Sn3Mer,  E.  Duenger,  J.  Fritzinger,  H.  Mos- 
ser,  J.  K.  Millet,  W.  H.  Groh,  J.  C.  Bucher,  D.  0.  Shoemaker, 
J.  H.  Apple,  W.  E  Krebs,  J.  Kretzing,  C.  E.  Dieffenbacher,  T. 
J.  Barkley,  G.  H.  Johnston,  F.  K.  Levan,  J.  F.  Snyder,  Dr.  J.  G. 
Zahner,  O.  E.  Lake,  and  Elders  Hon.  J.  Laubach,  J.  Lerch,  O. 
L.  Schreiber,  D.  Small,  Dr.  W.  F.  Hoffman,  J.  Ermentrout, 
C.  D.  Zehring,  V\^  A.  Wilt,  H.  Wirt,  D.  Woltf,  P.  C.  Polack,  J, 
P.  Hassler,  J.  Motter,  J.  Rodenmayer,  H.  Winter,  G.  J.  Fouke, 
J.  Schmidt,  T.  A.  Hoover,  J.  Lantz,  G.  H.  Mengel,  D.  B.  Martin, 
X  B.  Kieffer,  A.  B.  Wingerd,  E.  Hartranft,  T.  Christman,  D. 
W.  Gross,  W.  H.  Seibert,  E.  J.  Zahm,  J.  S.  Stahr,  W.  Pursal, 
M.  Brown,  S.  Kryder,  D.  Geist,  F.  Smith,  D.  S.  Dieffenbacher, 
C.  M.  Boush,  A.  G.  Apple,  Dr.  A.  J.  Hocket,  T.  J.  Craig,  S.  C. 
Eemsberg,  M.  Soxman,  J.  Zimmer,  J.  Zollinger,  L.  H.  Diehl 
and  J.  Schaeffer. 

Nays. — Eevs.  IST.  Gehr,  J.  Dahlman,  Jr.,  Dr.  J.  H.  A.  Bom- 
berger,  W.  Sorber,  J.  G,  AYiehle,  IST.  S.  Aller,  H.  ShauU,  G.  W. 
Welker,  J.  Ingold,  Dr.  D.  Willers,  H.  Bentz,  I.  H.  Eeiter,  H. 
M.  Herman,  G.  Z.  Mechling,  J.  Kuelling,  W.  McCaughey,  C. 
W.  Hoyman,  J.  Heller.  S.  B.  Leiter,  N.  H.  Loose,  Dr.  J.  H. 
Good,  Dr.  G.  W.  Williard,  C.  Schiller,  G.  M.  Albright,  J.  Eein- 
hart,  P.  Greding,  E.  D.  Miller,  J.  Schlosser,  Dr.  M.  Stern,  S. 
N.  L.  Kessler,  H.  A.  Muhlmeier,  J.  H.  Klein,  J.  F.  H.  Dieck- 
man,  J.  Winter,  W.  H.  Fenneman,  A.  Toensmeier,  J.  Leibert, 
L.  Praikschatis,  and  Elders  W.  Posej^,  L.  Correll,  S.  M.  Finger, 
J.  Lutz,  J.  Stahl,  A.  H.  Baughman,  B.  Eussell,  J.  F.  Kemp,  H. 
Leonard,  B.  Eenne'-,  E.  Giesy,  T.  W.  Chaj)man,  G.  Souder,  E. 
Swander,  P.  Fry,  J.  Doerrschuch,  J.  Greenameier,  A.  Gehris, 
O.  Gerst  and  C.  Eapp. 

Item  2.  Eeferred  to  the  sjDecial  committee  having  this  mat- 
ter to  consider. 

Item  3.  Eeferred  to  the  special  committee  appointed  on  this 
subject. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock, 
being  closed  with  doxology,  and  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  J.  W. 
Nevin. 
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Tuesday,  Nov.  30,  9  o'clock  A.  M. 

Synod  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by 
Rev.  J.  K.  Millet.  Quorum  present.  Minutes  were  read  and 
approved. 

Rev.  John  McClellan  Holmes  appeared  in  Synod,  and, 
having  presented  his  credentials,  took  his  seat  as  a  correspond- 
ing delegate  from  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  America.  He  laid  several  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the 
body  he  represented  on  the  table,  which  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister 
Churches. 

Rev.  John  Mason  Ferris,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America, 
apjDeared  in  Synod,  as  a  committee  in  connection  with  the 
delegate,  and  asked  permission  to  make  some  statements  be- 
fore Synod,  respecting  the  special  work  of  the  Board  he  repre- 
sented. It  was,  on  motion,  made  the  order  of  the  day  at  the 
opening  of  the  afternoon  session,  to  hear  his  representations. 

Three  copies  of  the  Hymn  Book  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  America  were  presented  to  the  Synod  by  the  Agent  of 
Messrs.  Barnes  &  Co.  They  were  received  by  Synod  with 
thankful  acknowledgments;  and  it  was  ordered  that  one  copy 
should  be  placed  in  each  of  the  libraries  of  the  Theological 
Seminaries  at  Mercersburg,  Tiffin  and  Howard  Grove. 

FINANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported.  The  report  was 
received  and  adopted;  and  which,  in  connection  with  the 
Treasurer's  report,  is  here  given : 

THE  treasurer's  REPORT. 

John  "Wiest,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  General  Synod 
of  the  German  Reformed  Church : 

1S67.  Or. 

Bv  Ijalanoe  as  per  last  report $9-22  50 

Oct.    8,  By  cash  from   R.  F.  Kelker,  Treas.  East.  Syaod  Ger.  Ref.  Ch..  300  00 
18GS. 

Mar.  ill,        Cash  from  J.  W.  Brown,  Treas.  Northwestern  Synod 65  00 

April    8,              "          Rev.  I.  H.  Reiter,  Synod  of  Ohio  and  Adj.  States.  fi7  00 

June  12,             «<                        "                       "                       "  68  00 

$T22  50 
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1866.  Dr. 
Deo.    6,  To  cash  paid  Rev.  G.  B.  Russell,  expenses  to  secure  Charter 

for  the  Orphans'  Home  Board S  22  00 

"       "  "  Rev.  J.   0.   Miller,   expenses  of  Committee   on 

Church  Property 10  00 

"     11,  "  Rev.    T.  P.  Bucher,  Dayton,    0.,  for  expenses 

(Sexton,  *75,  Printing,  $(0,  and   Telegraphing 
and  Post-Oflice,  $5)  attending  the  meeting  of  the 

General  Synod 90  00 

1867. 
Feb.  21,  "  Rev.  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  to  pay,his  expenses  to 

the  Synod  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church 11  CO 

Mar.    6.  "  J.  B.  Rodgers,  bill  for  printing  English  Minutes 

of  the  General  Synod 423  76 

April  16,  "  Rev.  H.  J.  Ruetenik,  bill  for  printing  the  German 

Minutes  of  the  General  Synod 214  40 

May     9,  "  Rev.  J.  B.  Kniest,  German  Sec.  of  Geu.  Synod.  .     iiO  00 

Sept.  1],  "  Rev.  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple $10  85 

"      "  "  Rev.  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart, 16  85 

"      "  "  Rev.  Prof.  J.  H.  Good 3175 

"      "  "  Expenses  of  Com.  to  revise  the  Con.  of  Ch. 

59  45 

1868. 
April    8,  "  Rev.  I.  H.  Reiter,  StatedCk.of  Gen.  Syn.  40  CO 

"       "  "  For  Stationery,  etc.... 4  10 

'<       "  "  "    Expenses  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 

Com.  to  Revise  the  Constitution 22  90 

67  00 

Aug.   31,  "  Rev.  Dr.  T.G.Apple $42  30 

"      •'  "  Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Good 7  90 

"      "  "  Rev.  W.  F.  CoUiflower 48  00 

To  cover  expenses  they  incurred  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  Com.   to    Revise  the 

Constitution  of  the  Church 98  20 

18C.9. 
April  27,             "             Rev.  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  for  expenses  in- 
curred in  attending  meeting  of  Committee 
to  Revise  Constitution 38  78 

$1,054  59 
Less  amount  received 722  50 

Balance  due  the  Treasurer $332  09 

The  Rev.  Dr.  P.  Schaff  Hymn-Book  Fund.     Proceeds  of  the  $500  Donation. 

1867.  Cr.^ 
By  balance  in  the  Treasury  as  per  last  report $94  .54 

May    ] ,  In.  (6  months)  on  $50  00,  U.  S.  5-20  Bond 20  25 

Nov.  "  "  "  "  21  07 

May    "  "  "  "  20  87 

Nov.  2,  '•  "  '•  20  CO 

1869. 

May    3,  "  "  "  20  34 

Oct.  26,  "  "  "  19  50 

Amount  in  Treasury $216  57 

r^  The  Rev. Dr.  P.  Schaff's  Assets,  $.'.00.  Donation  in  $500  U.  S.  Bonds  November 

and  May, $500  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Wiest,  Treasurer  General  Synod. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON    FINANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submit  the  following  report: 

Your  committee  examined  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of 
Synod  and  found  it  correct. 

The  amount  received,  including  a  balance  on  band  at  last 
report,  was  i$722  50.  The  expenditures  were  ^1,054  59.  Bal- 
ancH!  due  the  Treasurer,  §332  09. 

The  sum  needed  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  Synod 
will  be  81,800  00.  Your  committee  make  the  following  assess- 
ments: 

Synod  of  U.  S • $1,050  00 

Synod  of  Ohio,  etc COO  00 

iiorthwestern  Synod 2ij0  00 

$1,800  00 

The  special  fund,  known  as  the  German  Hymn-Book  Fund, 
amounts,  exclusive  of  the  principal,  to  S216  57. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  K.  ZiEBER,  Chairman. 


On  motion,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 
Resolved^  That  the  former  Treasurer  of  the  General  Sj^nod 
be  respectfully  requested  to  transfer  to  the  present  Treasurer 
whatever  bonds  or  papers  belonging  to  Synod  he  may  have 
in  his  hands;  and  that  the  present  Treasurer  bo  instructed  to 
account  to  him  foi-  the  balance  due  him  on  his  account. 

Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  borrow  a  sufficient  amount  of  money 
to  pay  the  pressing  indebtedness  of  Synod. 


OMISSION  OF  WORD  "  GERMAN  "  IN  CHURCH  TITLE. 

The  Committee  on  the  Subject  of  Omitting  the  word  "Ger- 
man "  in  our  Church  Title,  submitted  their  rej)ort,  which  was 
received  and  adopted,  namely: 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  question 
whether  the  omission  of  the  word  "  German  "  from  the  official 
title  of  the  Chnrch  has  been  constitutionally  adopted  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  Classes,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report: 

That  from  the  documents  referred  to  the  committee  it  aji- 
pears  that  the  number  of  Classes  at  the  time  Avhen  this  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  was  referred  to  them  was  31. 

It  further  ap^iears  that  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the 
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Classes  held  after  the  submission  of  the  amendment  only  seven 
voted  against  the  amendment,  namely:  St.  Joseph's,  St.  John, 
Sheboygan,  Milwaukee,  Erie,  Indiana  and  Philadelphia. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  Classis  was  unable  to  como 
to  a  decision  on  ttie  question,  and  that  consequently  all  the 
Classes  not  so  voting  must  be  counted  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. Hence  the  number  to  be  counted  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  is,  according  to  the  terms  ot  the  Constitution,  24; 
and  the  amendment  has  consequently  been  carried. 

It  ig  proper  to  add,  yet,  that  the  following  Classes  voted  in 
favor  -".f  the  amendment:  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon,  Mary- 
land, Zion,  Lancaster  (East),  Clarion,  St.  Paul.  Westmoreland, 
Miami,  Lancaster  (West),  Tuscarawas,'  TitRn,  Heidelberg,  East 
Susquehanna,  West  New  York,  Mei'cersburg,  Goshenhoppen, 
Illinois,  Iowa,  Virginia,  West  Susquehanna — 2L 

The  following  Clahses  voted  in  the  nagative:  St.  Joseph's, 
St.  John,  Sheboygan,  Milwaukee,  Erie,  Indiana,  Philadelphia, 
.Nevv  York,  Minnesota,  North  Carolina — 10. 

We  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  omission  of  the  word  "Grerman  "  from 
the  official  title  of  the  Church  has  been  constitutionally  adopted 
by  the  Classes.  J.  H.  Good,  Chairman. 


The  President  of  Synod,  immediately  after  the  adoption  of 
the  report,  officially  announced  the  action  of  the  Classes,  and 
the  consequent  change  of  the  title  of  the  Church,  from  that  of 
the  German  Eeformed,  to  that  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  North  America. 


POWER   OF    DIVORCE    COURTS. 

The  Special  Committee  on  the  Subject  of  Divorce  Courts 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  Letter 
and  Request  of  Rev.  George  Weber  on  the  subject  of  Divorce 
Courts,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report: 

That  in  their  opinion  there  is  no  call  upon  this  General 
Sj^nod  at  this  time  for  a  deliverance  on  this  subject,  inasmuch 
as  the  special  case  to  which  he  refers  belongs  properly  to  the 
Lower  (iourts  for  adjudication. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  Good,  Chairman, 
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THE  SUBJECT  OF    THE    LITURGY. 

The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Liturgy 
prepared  by  the  Synod  of  Ohio  and  of  the  North  West,  and 
items  bearing  on  the  general  subject,  submitted  their  report, 
which  was  read  and  received,  and  its  adoption  moved.  It  is  as 
follows: 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Liturgy  presented 
to  this  Synod  by  the  Synod  of  Ohio  and  Adjacent  States  and 
the  Northwestern  Sjmod,  and  also  sundry  other  items  relating 
to  the  general  subject  of  the  Liturgy,  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
report : 

That  the  Ohio  Synod  and  the  Northwestern  Synod  have 
jointly  produced  a  "  Liturgy  or  Order  of  Worship,"  which  they 
present  to  this  Synod,  and  ask  that  permission  be  given  them 
to  use  it  in  their  woi'ship.  We  have  given  such  examination 
to  this  Litui'gy  as  our  limited  time  allowed,  while  several 
members  of  the  committee  have  examined  it  with  considerable 
care.  We  do  not  deem  it  necessary,  however,  to  present  any 
particular  account  of  the  book.  This  could  not  indeed  be  done 
in  this  report.  Your  committee  deem  it  sufficient  that  two 
Synods  have  joined  in  producing  this  Liturgy  and  in  asking 
privilege  to  use  it.  We  think  that  due  respect  to  those  Synods 
requires  that  their  request  be  granted.  This  we  find  to  be  also 
the  mind  of  the  Eastern  Synod  on  this  point,  as  expressed  in 
their  action  at  Danville.  While  they  claim  the  privilege  of 
using  their  "Order  of  Worship,"  under  the  permission  given 
them  by  the  General  Synod  at  Dayton,  they  think  that  a  like 
jDrivilege  should  also  be  accorded  to  those  two  Synods. 

The  other  items  referred  to  this  committee  consist  of  certain 
action  taken  by  several  Classes,  some  for  and  some  against  the 
"  Order  of  Worship,"  and  one  asking  that  it  be  sent  down  to 
the  Classes  for  examination.  Your  committee  think  that  noth- 
ing would  be  gained  toward  a  settlement  of  the  Liturgical 
question  by  sending  any  Liturgy  down  to  the  Classes  at  this 
time.  We  do  not  believe  that  the  Church  is  prepared  to  unite 
on  any  one  now.  The  only  possible  course,  it  seems  to  us,  is  to 
allow  the  question  to  work  out  its  results  in  a  free  way;  and 
therefore  no  trammels  should  be  put  upon  the  matter  in  any 
direction.  Of  course  there  are  certain  limits  within  which  the 
General  Synod  should  keep  the  movement.  It  should  be 
guarded  from  danger  and  evil.  But  within  these  limits  we 
think  the  Church  should  allow  a  certain  amount  of  differences 
to  prevail.  "We  see  no  reason  why,  under  this  freedom  allowed 
to  both  tendencies,  the  Church  may  not  settle  down  to  com- 
parative peace  and  quiet  on  the  subject  of  the  Liturgy. 

AYe  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions: 
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Whereas,  The  Synod  of  Ohio  and  Adjacent  St  tes,  and  the 
Synod  of  the  North  West,  have  produced  a  Liturgy  or  Order 
of  Worship  which  they  deem  proper  to  be  used  in  their  worship, 
and  request  to  be  permitted  to  use  it;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  their  request  be  granted,  and  that  the  privi- 
lege is  hereby  granted  to  all  throughout  the  Church,  who  may 
desire  it,  to  use  the  Liturgy  in  their  worship. 

Resolved,  That  we  commend  to  all  the  lower  Church  Courts, 
and  especially  to  all  churches,  to  use  moderation,  prudence  and 
charity,  in  reference  to  the  differences  that  exist  among  us  on 
the  subject  of  liturgical  worship,  in  order  that  we  may  be 
brought  in  due  time  to  unity  and  peace. 
Eespectfully  submitted, 

Thos.  G.  Apple,  Chairman. 

Immediately  after  the  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  report 
the  following  amendment,  in  the  form  of  a  substitute,  was 
moved  and  seconded,  namely: 

Resolved,  (a)  That  the  Liturgy  of  the  Eeformed  Church 
submitted  to  this  body  by  the  Synods  of  Ohio  and  of  the 
North  West,  together  with  the  Order  of  Worship  of  the 
Ea-,tern  Synod,  be  submitted  to  the  several  Classes  for  their 
approval  or  disapproval,  according  to  the  Constitution,  and 
that  in  the  meantime  the  optional  use  of  both  be  allowed  in 
the  Church,  {h)  Neither  of  these  Liturgies,  however,  shall  in 
any  case  be  introduced  in  the  regular  order  of  service  without 
the  formal  consent  of  the  Consistory  and  congregation. 

On  this  form  of  the  subject  a  discussion  commenced  and 
proceeded. 


Pending   the    question,   the    Synod  adjourned  until  thre 
o'clock   in  the  afternoon,  and  was  closed  with  singing  and 
prayer  by  Eev.  L.  Praikschatis. 


Tuesday,  Nov.  30,  3  P.  M. 
Synod  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by  Eev. 
Lucian  J.  Mayer. 


The  Eev.  Zephaniah  H.  Humphrey,  D.  D.,  appeared  in 
Synod,  and,  presenting  his  credentials,  took  his  seat  as  a  cor- 
responding delegate  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  (N.  S  ) 


48  .  GENERAL  SYNOD   OF   TtlE 

At  the  opening  of  the  session,  as  the  order  of  the  daj,  the 
Rev.  J,  M.  Ferris  presented  some  statements  in  regard  to  the 
work  of  foreign  missions,  as  engaged  in  by  the  Board  of  Foreign. 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  and  solicited 
this  Synod  to  co-operate  with  them  in  this  particular  and 
important  work. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  propriety  of  co-operating  with  the  aforesaid 
board  in  the  work  of  foreign  missions. 

The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  B.  Bausman,  P.  Greding^ 
W.  H.  Groh,  and  Elders  Jacob  Lantz  and  David  Dieffenbacher. 


THE  SUBJECT    OP   LITURGY  CONTINUED. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  speeches  on  the  subject  of  the  Liturgy- 
be  limited  to  fifteen  minutes. 

The  discussion  on  the  subject  of  the  Liturgy  was  resumed 
and  continued. 

Pending  the  question,  the  Sjmod  adjourned  until  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  Doxology,  and  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  D. 
Gans. 


Tuesday  Evening,  JSTov.  30,  8  o'clock. 
Synod  met,and  was  opened  with  siuging,  and  prayer  by  Rev. 
John  McClellan  Holmes. 


The  consideration  of  the  subject  of  the  Liturgy,  pending  at 
adjournment,  was  resumed,  and  the  discussion  continued  dur- 
ing the  evening  session. 

Pending  the  question,  the  Synod  adjourned  until  Wednesday 
morning  at  nine  o'clock.     Closed  with  singing  and  prayer. 


Wednesday,  Dec.  1,  9  A.  M. 
Synod  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by  Rev. 
Dr.  M.  Stern.     Quorum  present.     Minutes  read  and  approved. 


REFORMED  CHURCH.  49 

The  consideration  of  the  subject  of  the  Liturgy  "was  resumed, 
and  the  discussion  continued  during  a  part  of  the  morning 
session. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  and  sustained.  The 
amendment,  which  was  to  be  voted  upon,  was  read.  A  division 
of  the  question  was  called  for.  The  President  decided  that  the 
amendment  could  be  divided  and  sejiarately  voted  upon.  An 
appeal  was  taken  from  his  decision.  The  decision  of  the  Chair 
was  sustained  by  88  to  75.  Tne  vote  was  taken  on  the  latter 
portion  of  the  amendment  (marked  b),  which  was  lost  by  101 
nays  to  81  yeas,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Revs.  J  Dahlman,  Jr.,  Dr.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  TV. 
Sorber,  J.  G.  Wiehle,  N.  S.  AUer,  H.  Shaull,  G.  W.  Welker,  J. 
Ingold,  P.  S.  Fisher,  Dr.  D.  Willers,  fl.  Bentz,  I.  H.  Eeiter,  H. 
M.  Herman,  G.  Z  Mechling,  J.  Kuelling,  S.  Mease,  W.  Mc- 
Caughey,  C  .W.  Hoyman,  H.  Williard,  F.  Strassner,  S.  B.  Leiter 
N.  H.  Loose,  Dr.  J.  H.  Good,  Dr.  G,  W.  Williard,  J.  Baumgarten, 
C.  Schiller,  Dr.  J.  G.  Zahner,  J.  Reinhart,  P.  G-reding,  P.  Vitz, 
E.  D.  Miller,  J.  Schlosser,  Dr.  M.  Stern,  J.  Fundling,  S.  N.  L. 
Kessler,  H.  A.  Muhlmeier,  Dr.  J.  Bossard,  Prof.  J.  II.  Klein, 
J.  F.  H.  Dieckman,  J.  Winter,  W.  H.  Fenneman,  A.  Toens- 
meier,  J.  Leibert,  Dr.  H.  J.  Ruetenik,  F.  Kunzler,  L.  Praiks- 
Chatis,  and  Elders  J.  Schmidt,  T.  A.  Hoover,  W.  Posey,  H.  K. 
llarnish,  L.  Correll,  S.  M  Finger,  P.  Wahl,  J.  Stahl,  A.  H. 
Baughman,  B.  Kuhns,  B.  Russeil,  J.  F.  Kemp,  H  Leonard,  B. 
Reuner,  E.  Giesy,  T.  W.  Chapman,  G.  Souder,  E.  Swander,  P. 
Fry,  G.  Billau,  J.  Doerrschuch,  J.  Zimmer,  J.  Greenameier,  W.. 
Miller,  H.  Drover,  F.  Stahl,  F.  W.  Schaley,  A.  Gehris,  G.  Gerst, 
I.  Loos,  C.  Walthers,  J.  Schaeffer,  L.  Woodring,  C.  Rapp  and 
H.  Enderis. 

JSTays. — Revs.  J.  Beck,  N".  S.  Strassburger,  S.  G.  Wagner,  W. 
R.  Hofford,  Dr.  T.  S.  Johnston,  B.  Bau(-man,  L.  D.  Leberman, 
I.  E.  Graeff,  T.  C.  Leinbach,  J.  O.  Miller,  W.  K.  Zieber,  B. 
Kieffer,  W.  F.  P.  Davis,  D.  Gring,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  J.  W.  Eb- 
binghaus,  J.  S.  Foulk,  J.  M.  Titzel,  A  R.  Kremer,  N.  Gehr,  M. 
L.  Shuford,  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple,  Dr.  E  E. 
Higbee,  S.  N.  Callender,  Dr.  M.  Kieffer,  G.  W.  Aughinbaugh, 
L.  J.  Mayer,  J.  F.  Busche,  C.  Bank,  Dr.  J.  W.  Nevin,  A.  H. 
Kremer,  D.  W.  Gerhard,  W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  R.  Duenger,  J. 
Fritzinger,  H.  Mosser,  J.  K.  Millet,  W.  H.  Groh,  J.  C.  Bucher, 
•i 
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D.  O.  Shoemaker,  J.  H.  Apple,  W.  E.  Krebs,  J.  Kretzing,  C.E. 
Dietfenbacher,  T.  J.  Barkley,  G.  H.  Johnston,  F.  K.  Levaa,  J. 
F.  Snyder,  O.  E.  Lake,  C.  Cat^t,  and  Elders  Hod.  J.  Lauhach, 
T.  DeshJer,  J.  Lerch,  O.  L  Schreiber,  D.  Small,  Dr.  W.  F. 
Hoffman,  J.  Ermentrout,  C.  D.  Zehring,  W.  A.  Wilt,  H.  Wirt, 

D.  Wolff,  F.  C.  Polack,  Gr.  S  Griffith,  J.  Motter,  J.  Eodenmayer, 
H.  Winter,  G.  J.  Fouke,  J.  M.  Jones,  J.  Lantz,  J.  Snaj^p,  G.  H. 
Mengel,  G.  B.  Wiestling,  D.  B.  Martin,  J.  B.  Kieffer,  A.  B. 
Wingerd,  E.  Hartraut't,  F.  Stauffer,  T.  Christman,  J.  Lutz,  D. 
W.  Gross,  W.  H.  Seibert,  E.  J.  Zahm,  J.  S.  Stabr,  Hon.  G.  C. 
Welker,  W.  Pursal,  D.  Dieffenbacher,  M  Brown,  S  Kryder,  D. 
Geist,  F.  Smith,  D.  S.  Dieffenbacher,  C.  M.  Boush,  A.  G.  Apple, 
A.  J.  Hocket,  W.  J.  Baer,  T.  J.  Craig,  S.  C.  Eemsberg,  J.  Zol- 
linger, L.  H.  Diehl  and  S   Berkey. 

The  vote  then  proceeded  on  the  former  part  of  the  amend- 
ment (marked  a),  which  was  also  lost,  by  106  nays  to  7-1  yeas, 
and  2  non  liquets,  namely: 

Yeas— Eevs.  Dr  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  W.  Sorber,  N.  S.  Aller, 
H.  ShaiiU,  G.  W.  Welker,  J.  Ingold,  Dr.  D.  Willers,  H.  Bentz, 
I.  H.  Eeiter,  H.  M.  Herman,  G.  Z.  Mechling,  J.  Knelling,  S. 
Mease,  W.  McCaughey,  C.  W.  Hoyman,  H.  Williard,  P.  Sirass- 
ner,  S.  B.  Leiter,  N.  H.  Loose,  Dr.  J.  H.  Good,  Dr.  G.  W. 
Williard,  J.  Bauragarten,  C.  Schiller,  J.  Eeinhart,  P.  Greding, 
P.  Vitz,  E.  D.  Miller,  J.  Schlosser,  Dr.  M.  Stern,  S.  N.  L. 
Kessler,  H.  A.  Muhlmeier,  Dr.  J.  Bossard,  Prof.  J.  H.  Klein, 
J.  F.  H.  Dieckman,  J.  Winter,  W.  H.  Fenneman,  A.  Toensmeier, 
J.  Leibert,  P.  Kunzler,  L.  Praikscbatis,  and  Elders  J.  Schmidt, 
T.  A.  Hoover,  W.  Posey,  H.  K  Harnish,  L  Correll,  S.  M. 
Finger,  P.  Wahl,  J.  Stahl,  A.  H.  Baughman.  B.  Kuhns,  B. 
Eussell,  J.  F.  Kemp,  H.  Leonard,  B.  Eenner,  E.  Giesy,  T.  W. 
Chapman,  G.  Soude.r,  E.  Swander,  P.  Fry,  G.  Billau,  J. 
Doerrschuch,  J.  Greenameier,  W.  Miller,  H.  Drover,  F.  Stahl, 
F.  W.  Schaley,  A.  Gehris,  G.  Gerst,  I.  Loos,  C.  Walthers,  J. 
Schaeffer,  L.  Woodring   C.  Eapp  and  H.  Enderis. 

Nays.— Eevs  J.  Beck,  N.  S.  Strassburger,  S.  G.  Wagner,  W. 

E.  Hofford,  Dr  T.  S.  Johntson,  B  Bausman,  L.  D.  Leberman^ 
I.  E.  Graeff,  T.  C.  Leinbach,  J.  0.  Miller,  W.  K.  Zieber,  W.  F. 
P.  Davis,  D.  Gring,  D.  W.  Wolff,  E.  E.  Eschbach,  J.  W.  Ebbing- 
haus,  J.  S.  Foulk,  J.  M.  Titzel,  A.  E.  Kremer,  K  Gehr,  J. 
Dahlman,  Jr.,  M.  L.  Shuford,  Dr.  E.  Y.  Gerhart,  Dr.  T.  G. 
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Apple,  Br.  E.  E.  Higbee,  S.  N.  Cal lender,  Dr.  M.  Kieffer,  G.  W. 
Aui;iuiibaui:^h.  P.  S.  Fisher,  L.  J.  Mayer,  J.  F.  Bu.-che,  C.  Bank, 
Dr.  J.  W.  kevin,  A.  H  Kremer,  D.  W.  Gerhart,  W.  II.  H. 
Snyder,  R.  Duenger,  J.  Fritz'inger,  H.  Mos^er,  J.  K  Millet,  W 
H.  Groh,  J.  C.  Biicher.  D.  O.  Shoemaker,  J  H.  Apple,  W.  E. 
Krebs,  J  Kretzing,  C.  R.  Dieffenbacher,  T  J  Berkle)^,  G.  H. 
Johnston,  F.  K  Levan,  J.  F.  Snyder,  J.  G.  Zahner,  O.  B.  Lake, 
C.  Cast,  J.  Fuendeling,  and  E'ders  Hon.  J.  Laubach,  T.  Deshler, 
J.  Lerch,  O  L.  S-hreiber,  D.  Small,  Dr.  W.  F.  Hoffman,  J. 
Ermentrout,  C.  D.  Zehring,  W.  A.  Wilt,  H.  Wirt,  D.  Wolff.  F. 
C.  Polack,  G.  S.  Griffith,  J.  Motter,  J.  Rodenmayer,  H.  Y\' inter, 
G.  J.  Fouke,  J.  M.  Jones,  J.  Lantz,  J.  Snapp,  G.  H  Mengel,  G. 
B.  Wiestling,  D.  B.  Martin,  J.  B.  Kieffer,  A.  B.  Wingerd,  B. 
Hartrauft,  F.  Stauffer,  T.  Christman,  J.  Latz,  D.  W.  Gross,  W. 
H.  Seibert,  E.  J.  Zahm,  J.  S.  Stahr,  Hon.  G.  C.  Welker,  W. 
Pursal,  D.  Di>ffenbacher,  M.  Brown,  S.  Kryder,  D.  Gcist,  F. 
Smith,  D.  S.  Dieffenbacher,  C.  M.  Boush,  A.  G.  Apple,  A.  J. 
'Hocket.  W.  J.  Ba.r,  T.  J.  Craig,  S.  C.  Remsberg,  S.  Berkey,  J. 
Zimmer,  J.  Zollinger  and  L.  H.  Diehl. 

NoN  LiQUETS. — Revs.  J.  G.Wiebie  and  Dr.  H.  J.  Ruetenik. 

The  amendment  being  lost,  the  vote  was  finally  taken  upon 
tbe  original  report,  and  it  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  117  yeas 
to  52  naj'S,  and  9  non  liquets,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Revs.  J.  Beck,!N'.  S.  Strassburger,  S  G.  Wagner,  W. 
R.  Hofford,  Dr.  T.  S.  Johnston,  B.  Bausman,  L.  D.  Leberman, 
I.  E.  Graeff,  T.  C  Leinbach,  J.  0.  Miller,  AV.  K.  Zieber,  W.  F. 
P.  Davis,  D  Gring,  D.  W.  Woltf,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  J.  W.  Eb- 
binghause,  J.  S.  Foulk,  J.  M  Titzel,  A.  R.  Kremer,  IST.  Gehr, 
M.  L.  Shuford,  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhard,  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple,  Dr.  E.  E. 
Higbee,  S  N.  Callender,  Dr.  M.  Kieffer,  G.  W.  Aaghinbaugh, 
P.  S.  Fisher,  L.  J.  Mayer,  J.  F.  Busche,  C.  Bank,  Dr.  J.  W. 
Kevin,  A.  H.  Kremer,  D.  W.  Gerhart,  W.  fl.  II.  Snyder,  R. 
Duenger,  J.  Friizinger,  II.  Mosser,  J.  K.  Millet,  W.  II.  Groh, 
J.  C.  Bucher,  D.  O.  Shoemaker,  J.  H.  Apple,  W.  E.  Krebs,  C. 
R.  Dieffenbacher,  J.  Kretzing,  Dr.  D.  Willers,  H.  M.  Herman, 
G.  Z.  Mechling,  S.  Mease,  W.  McCaughey,  C.  W.  Iloyman,  T. 
J.  Barkley,  G.  H.  Johnston,  F.  K.  Levan,  J.  F.  Snyder,  Dr,  J. 
G.  Zahner,  O.  E.  Lake.  C.  Cast,  J.  Fuendeling,  J.  Bossard,  J.  H. 
Klein,  and  Elders  Hon.  J.  Laubach,  T.  Deshler,  J.  Lerch,  O.  L. 
Schreiber,  D.  Small,  Dr.  AV.  F.  Hoffman,  J.  Ermentrout,  C.  D. 
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Zehring,  W.  A.  Wilt,  H.  Wirt,  D.  Wolff,  F.  C  Polack,  G.  S. 
Griffith,  J.  Hotter,  J.  Eodenmayer,  H.  Winter,  G.  J.  Fouke,  J. 
M.  Jones,  J.  Lantz,  J.  Snapp,  G.  H.  Mengel,  G.  B.  Wiestling, 
D.  B.  Martin,  J.  B.  Kietfer,  A.  B.  Wingerd,  E.  Hartrantt,  F. 
Stauffer,  T.  Christman,  J.  Lutz,  D  W  Gross,  W.  H.  Seibert, 
B.  J.  Zahm,  J.  S.  Stahr,  Hon.  G.  C.  Welker,  W.  Pureal,  D. 
Dietfenbacher,  M.  Brown,  S.  Kryder,  D.  Giest,  F.  Smith,  D.  S. 
Dietfenbaoher,  C.  M.  Boush,  A.  G.  Apple,  P.  Wahl,  J.  Stahl,  B. 
Kuhns,  A.  J.  Hocket,  E  Giesy,  W.  J.  Baer,  T.  J.  Craig,  8.  0. 
Remsberg,  S.  Berkey,  J.  Zimmer,  J.  Zollinger  and  L  H.  Diehl. 

Nays. — Revs.  Dr.  J.  H.  A.  Boniberger,  W.  Sorber  N.  S.  Aller, 
H.  SUaull,  G.  W.  Welker,  J.  Ingold,  I.  H  Reiter,  F  Strassner, 
S.  B.  Leiter,  N.  H.  Loose,  Dr.  J.  H,  Good,  Dr.  G.  W.  Wiliiard, 
J.  Baumgarten,  J.  Rein  hart,  P  Greding,  P.  Vitz,  J.  Schlosser, 
S.  N.  L  Kessler,  H.  A.  Muhlmeier,  J  Winter,  W.  H.  Fenneman, 
J.  Leibert,  L.  Praikschatis,  and  Elders  J".  Schmidt,  T.  A. 
Hoover,  W.  Posey,  H.  K.  Harnish,  L.  Correll,  S.  M  Finger,  A. 
H.  Baughman,  B.  Russell,  J.  F.  Kemp,  H.  Leonard,  B.  Reuner, 
T.  W.  Chapman,  G.  Souder,  B.  Swander,  P.  Fry,  G.  Billau,  J. 
Doerrschuch,  J.  Greenameier,  H.  Drover,  F.  Stahl,  F.  W. 
Schaley,  A.  Gehris,  G.  Gerst,  I.  Loos,  C.  Walther,  J.  Schaetfer, 
L.  Woodring,  C.  Rapp  and  H.  Enderis. 

NoN  LiQUETS — Revs.  J.  Dahlman,  Jr.,  J.  G.  Wiehle,  H. 
Wiliiard,  C.  Schiller,  E.  D  Miller,  Dr.  M.  Siern,  J.  F.  H. 
Dieckman,  Dr.  H.  J.  Ruetenik  and  Elder  W.  Miller. 


MEMORIALS    RESPECTING    THE    ORDER   OP    WORSHIP. 

The  special  Committee  on  the  Memorials  from  congregations 
connected  with  the  Eastern  Synod  and  the  Wef*tmoreland 
Classis  of  the  Ohio  Synod,  pertaining  to  the  provisional  use  of 
the  Order  of  Worship  as  allowed  by  the  General  Synod  at 
Dayton,  submitted  their  report.  The  report  was  received,  and 
its  adoption  moved. 

Pending  the  discussion  of  the  report,  the  Synod  adjourned 
to  meet  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Doxology,  and 
prayer  by  Rev.  C.  Schiller. 
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Wednesday,  Dec.  1.  3  P.  M. 
Synod  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by 
Ecv.  A.  C.  Whitmer. 


The  question  pending  at  adjournment,  having  reference  to 
the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Committeo  on  Memorials, 
was  resumed,  and  the  report  adopted. 

Subsequently  this  action  was  reconsidered,  and  the  report 
was  slightly  amended.  Thereupon  a  motion  was  made  to  strike 
out  the  fifth  paragraph.  This  motion,  after  some  discussion, 
was  lost  bj'^  a  rising  vote  of  75  to  72.  The  report  was  then 
adopted  by  a  rising  vote  of  87  to  70,  and  is  as  follows: 

Your  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  memorials  relating 
to  the  Liturgy,  respectfully  offer  the  following  report: 

1.  We  have  found  that  these  papers,  although  in  number 
seventy-one,  and  coming  trom  different  churrhes  in  the  Eastern 
Synod  and  Westmoreland  Classis,  are  in  reality  but  one  memo- 
rial, presenting  the  same  complaints  and  asking  for  the  same 
kind  of  synodical  action. 

2.  These  memorialists  claim  that  ample  time  has  been 
afforded  for  the  proper  trial  of  the  merits  of  the  Liturgy,  and 
that,  because  it  has  been  introduced  to  but  a  limited  extent,  it 
must  be  taken  for  granted  that  its  liturgical  construction  and 
theolOirical  tone  are  distasteful  or  obnoxious  to  the  orthodox 
sense  of  our  j^eople. 

3.  They  say  that  it  is  repugnant  to  their  own  private  per- 
sonal convictions,  and  they  solemnly  charge  that  it  has  been 
doing  great  mischief  in  the  Church  already,  and  that  it  will  do 
still  more  harm  in  the  future  if  Synod  will  not  peremptorily 
interdict  its  provisional  use. 

4.  Now,  although  these  memorialists  exercise  a  lawful  right, 
and  are  apparently  respectful,  they  still  do  serious  injustice  to 
the  Eastern  Synod,  under  the  supervision  of  which  the  "Order 
of  Worship"  has  been  brought  out,  and  in  the  judgment  of 
which,  repeatedly  given,  it  is  a  book  proper  to  be  used. 

5.  They  also  wrong  the  General  Synod,  because  this  eccle- 
siastical court  also  allowed  it  as  ao  order  of  worship  proper  to 
be  used,  after  a  full  and  prayerful  consideration  of  its  merits. 

6.  But  the  worst  feature  of  this  memorial  movement  is  that 
it  flies  directly  in  the  face  of  the  history  of  the  Ecformed 
Church  from  the  beginning  of  its  existence  down  to  the  present 
day,  by  asking  that  this  Synod  shall  take  away  rights  fi-om 
others  which  the  petitioners  claim  for  themselves,  and  thus 
li  it  tind  curtail  the  broad  and  generous  freedom  which  our 
brivijch  of  the  Church  catholic  has  always  allowed  in  matters 
of  ti.it  kind. 
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Now,  in  view  of  these  facts,  and  for  o^her  reasons  that  mi^ht 
be  given,  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  iliat  ihe  prayer 
of  the  memorialists  should  not  be  granted. 

Respectively  submitted, 

Isaac  E    Graefp, 
John  VV.  Nkvin, 
Daniel  Hoffman. 


ME3I0RIAL    OF   PHILADELPHIA    CLASSIS. 

The  Special  Committee  on  the  Memorial  of  Philadelphia 
Classis  submitted  their  report.  The  report  was  received,  dis- 
cussed at  length,  amended  by  striking  out,  and  adopted.  It  is 
as  follows: 

Tlie  Special  Committee  on  the  Memorial  of  Philadelphia 
Classis  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  following  documents  re- 
ferred to  ihem  have  passed  under  examination,  to  wit  : 

1.  Tt>e  action  of  Pniladelphia  Classis,  in  session  May,  1869, 
on  pages  16  and  17  of  its  printed  minu'es.  together  with  the 
memorial  of  the  committee  authorized  by  such  action,  and 
jjresentf  d  to  the  General  Synod  through  its  Standing  Committee 
on  Ovirtures. 

2.  The  ac'ion  of  Synod,  in  session  at  Danville,  October, 
1869,  as  recorded  on  ptiges  68  and  69  of  the  printtd  minntes. 

Item  1.  In  reference  to  the  first,  document  or  documents 
above  mentioned,  your  comraiitee  find  that  the  Philadelphia 
Classis  reviewed  the  action  of  the  Synod  at  Hagerstown,  and 
authorized  a  committee  to  present,  in  the  form  of  a  memorial, 
the  action  of  Cias.^i8  to  this  General  Synod.  Ttiis  memorial, 
which  completed  the  action  of  Philadelphia  Classis,  your  com- 
mittee find  to  be  a  complaint  Jlgain^t  the  alleged  gross  ii'regu- 
larity  and  fragrant  unconstitutionality  of  the  action  of  i  he 
Syn  'd  at  Ila^erstown,  with  the  request  thnt  the  General  Synod 
rescind  and  expunge  such  action,  and  make  what  other  repara- 
tion is  possible  for  the  wrong  committed. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  action  of  Classis 
in  su(;h  form  is  at  variance  with  the  law  of  our  Church,  which, 
requires  all  complaints  and  appeals  to  come  before  the  judica- 
tor^",  whose  action  is  called  in  question  in  waj'  of  due  notice 
and  specifications  of  reasons.  The  formation  of  the  General 
Synod,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  has  not  disturbed  the 
relation  of  Classes  to  their  respective  District  Synods,  so  that 
now  a  Classis  can  set  aside  the  action  of  the  Sj-nod  to  which  it 
belongs,  by  direct  reference  to  the  General  Synod,  without  first 
lodging  its  complaint  for  appeal  in  due  form  of  law,  before 
such  Synod  itself.  Your  committee,  therefore,  regard  the 
memorial  referred  to  them,  as  an  irregular  and  unconstitut  onai 
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method  of  brinfi^ing  before  tliis  body  the  complaint  of  a  Classis 
against  the  action  of  the  Synod  to  which  it  belongs,  and  recom- 
mend that  it  be  dismissed,  and  that  the  request  accompanying 
it  be  denied. 

Item  2.  In  reference  to  the  second  document  above  men- 
tioned and  referred,  your  committee  find  that  the  Synod  in 
session  at  Danville,  18(39,  in  revie^'ing  the  action  of  itsClassis, 
regarded  the  action  oi'  the  Philadelphia  Classis  under  consider- 
ation as  irregular  Your  committee  finds  nothing  unconstitu- 
tional in  the  expression  of  such  judgment,  or  in  the  action  of 
Synod  in  relation  thereto. 

Eespectively  submitted, 

E.  E.  HiGBEE,  Chairman, 
T.  S  Johnston, 
O.  E.  Lake. 


Synod  adjourned  to  meet  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and 
was  closed  with  singing,  and  prayer  by  Eev.  T.  J.  Barkley. 


Wednesday  Evening,  Dec.  1,  8  o'clock. 
Synod  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by 
Eev.  Dr.  M.  Kieffer. 


CONTESTED  SEATS  OF  IOWA  CLASSIS. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matters  connected 
with  the  contested  seats  of  Iowa  Classis  submitted  their  report. 
It  was  received,  and  after  a  motion  to  adopt  the  report,  a  report 
from  the  minority  of  the  committee  was  presented  and  received, 
which,  after  some  discussion,  was  ruled  out  of  order  by  the 
President,  because  the  G-eneral  Synod  could  only  sit  in  judgment 
on  credentials,  and  determine  whether  they  were  or  were  not 
in  order. 

The  question,  therefore,  recurred  on  the  original  report, 
and  during  the  discussion  of  it  the  Synod  adjourned  until 
Thursday  morning  at  nine  o'clock.  Closed  with  singing,  and 
praj'er  by  Eev.  J.  M.  Titzel. 


Thursday,  Dec.  2,  9  A.  M. 
Sj^nod  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by 
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Eev.  B.  Bausman.     Quorum  present.     Minutes  read  and  ap- 
proved. 


The  subject  under  discussion  last  evening  relating  to  the 
contested  seats  of  the  delegates  from  Iowa  Classis  was  continued, 
and  after  some  further  consideration  was  laid  on  the  table  for 
the  present. 


The  Eev.  Zephaniah  H.  Humphrey,  D.  D.,  corresponding 
delegate  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (IST.  S.),  addressed  the  Synod  in  fraternal  words,  pre- 
senting some  interesting  facts  in  regard  to  the  Church'  he 
represented,  and  referring  to  the  desirableness  and  pi-ospects 
of  a  more  general  Christian  unity.  His  remarks  were  appro- 
priately responded  to  by  the  President  in  behalf  of  the  Synod. 


REVISED    CONSTITUTION  RECOMMITTED. 

The  Sj^ecial  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Constitu- 
tion, as  revised  by  the  Committee  on  Revision,  submitted  their 
report.  The  report  was  received,  and  its  adaption  moved. 
Thereupon,  after  some  discussion,  the  following  resolution,  as 
a  substitute  for  the  report,  was  adopted,  nanfely: 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution,  as  revised,  be  recommitted, 
and  the  committee  reconstructed  and  enlarged,  so  as  to  num- 
ber eleven  members,  with  instruction  to  report  at  the  next 
General  Synod. 

The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple,  Dr  J.  H. 
Good,  Dr.  S.  R.  Fisher,  Dr.  M.  Stern,  Dr.  D.  Gans,  Peter  Gred- 
ing,  Eli  Keller,  \yalter  E.  Krebs,  John  Beck,  and  Elders 
Charles  M.  Boush  and  William  J.  Baer. 


REPORT    OP    COMMITTEE    ON   NOMINATIONS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Nominations  reported.  There- 
port  was  received,  amended  and  adopted. 

The  election  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  this  evening 
at  8  o'clock,  and  the  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two 
hundred  tickets  printed  lor  the  use  of  the  Synod. 
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DUTIES    OP    CHURCH    MEMBERS   ON    REMOVING. 

A  statement  was  made  to  Synod,  calling  its  attention  to  the 
importance  of  impressing  church  members,  removing  from 
one  congregation  to  another,  especially  in  cities,  with  the  duty 
of  obtaining  a  certificate  of  dismission  and  of  handing  in  the 
same  at  the  earliestopportunity, as  required  by  the  Constitution. 

Tbe  subject  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting 
of  Eevs.  Dr.  J.  II.  A.  Bomberger,  J.  Dahlman,  Jr.,  and  Elder 
H.  K.  Harnish. 

This  committee  subsequently  submitted  the  following  minute 
thereon,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  statement  relative 
to  the  removal  of  church  members  from  the  bounds  of  one 
congregatinn  to  another,  and  especially  from  country  charges 
to  cities,  would  recommetid  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  pastors  and  elders,  through 
the  several  Classes,  be  called  to  that  part  of  the  130th  Article 
of  the  Constitution,  which  reads  thus:  'Members  of  the  Church 
removing  from  the  bounds  of  one  congregation  to  those  of 
another  shall  obtain  a  certificate  of  membership  and  dismis- 
sion, and  connect  themselves  at  the  earliest  opportunity  with 
the  congregation  to  whose  bounds  they  have  removed;"  and 
that  the  pastors  and  consistories  be  requested  at  once  to  inform 
the  pastor  into  whose  charge  they  have  removed  of  the  names 
and,  if  possible,  the  residences  of  such  persons. 
Eespectfully  submitted, 

J.  Dahlman,  Jr. 


The  Eeport  of  the  Committee  on  the  Organization  of  Ger- 
man Classes  was  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  three 
o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Synod  adjourned  until  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
was  dismissed  with  doxology,  and  prayer  by  Eev.  Jas.  Eeinhart. 


Thursday,  Dec.  2,  3  P.  M. 
Synod  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by 
Eev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Good. 
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The  order  of  the  day,  being  the  consideration  of  theEeport 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Organization  of  German  Classes,  was 
taken  up,  and,  after  some  discussion,  recommitted,  with  in- 
structions to  the  committee. 


HEIDELBERG    REFORMED    CONGREGATION, 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted  re- 
specting the  Heidelberg  Eeformed  Congregation  in  Philadel- 
phia: 

Whereas,  The  parties  concerned,  in  a  spirit  of  compromise, 
have  reached  an  agreement  in  regard  to  the  question  of  loca- 
tion ;  there*^^'ore, 

Eeso'ved,  That  so  much  of  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  Ha- 
gerstown,  Md.,  in  1868,  as  prohibits  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia 
to  origan ize  and  locate  another  church  within  six  squares  of 
Christ  Evangelical  Eeformed  Church,  be  so  changed  as  to  read 
"five"  instead  of  "six  squares;  and  that  Heidelberg  Eeformed 
Church  be  allowed  to  remain  in  its  present  temporary  location 
until  they  be  prejiared  to  build  2)ermanently. 


CASES    OP    APPEALS    AND    COMPLAINTS   POSTPONED. 

On  motion,  the  following  minute  was  adopted  concerning  the 
appeals  and  complaints  which  had  been  referred  to  this  General 
Synod : 

Whereas,  This  General  Synod  is  now  engaged  in  remodel- 
ing its  Constitution;  and 

Whereas,  There  are  special  difficulties  connected  with  the 
trial  of  appeals  under  the  present  arrangement  which  this 
Synod  is  not  now  prepared  to  settle;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  adjudication  of  the  appeals  and  com- 
plaints to  be  brought  before  this  body  be  for  the  present  post- 
poned. 

Ee.^oJved,  That  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Complaints 
be  now  discharged. 

The  subject  of  the  contested  seats  of  the  delegates  from 
Iowa  Classis,  having  been  laid  on  the  table,  was  taken  up,  and 
after  further  discussion,  the  report  was  recommitted,  with  in- 
structions to  the  committee. 
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REPORT  ON  ORGANIZATION  OF    GERMAN  CLASSES. 

The  Committee  on  the  Subject  of  Organizing  German 
Classes  reported.  The  report  was  received,  amended  by  strik- 
ing out,  and  adopted;  and  is  as  follows: 

Your  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  various  items 
relative  to  the  fornifition  of  German  Classes,  beg  leave  to  re- 
spectfully present  the  following  report: 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  German  brethren  that  the  Synod  so 
change  the  Constitution  as  to  allow  the  organization  of  Ger- 
man Classes  on  territory  occupied  by  English  Classes. 

Your  committee  respectfully  recommend  that  this  wish  be 
granted  and  that  the  followinir  addition  to  Article  46  of  the 
Constitution  be  re'erred  to  the  Classes  for  adoption,  viz: 

"Pi-ovided,  that  in  the  bounds  of  Classes,  which  are  pre- 
railingly  English,  German  Classes  may  be  organized,  with  the 
consent  of  all  the  Classes  concerned  and  the  Synod  to  which 
hey  belong;  and  so  also  conversely  in  the  case  of  German 
glasses,  English  Classes  may  be  organized  in  the  same  way." 
Respectfully  submitied. 

I.  E   Graeff, 

A.   TOENSMEIER, 

B  Bausman, 

L    WOODRING, 

F.  C.  Polack, 

Committee. 


BASIS  OP  REPRESENTATION  IN  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

The  following  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  in 
regard  to  the  basis  of  representation  in  the  General  Synod,  was 
adopted,  and  referred  to  the  Classes : 

Resolved,  That  Article  78  of  the  Church  Constitution  be, 
and  hereby  is,  amended  as  follows: 

For  the  clause:  "In  the  ratio  of  delegation  prescribed  by 
he  Constitution  in  the  case  of  Synods,"  substitute  the  follow- 
ng  clauses:  "A  Classis  consisting  of  not  more  than  ten  min- 
sters shall  be  represented  by  one  minister  and  one  elder;  one 
)f  more  than  ten  ministers  and  not  more  than  twenty,  by  two 
ninisters  and  two  elders,  and  so  on  in  the  same  ratio." 

Resolved,  That  this  amendment  be  referred  to  the  Classes 
for  adoption  or  rejection  at  their  next  annual  meetings. 


Synod  adjourned  to  meet  this  evening  at  eight  o'clock,  and 
closed  with  singing,  and  prayer  by  Bev.  Dr.  D.  Willers. 
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Thursday  Evening,  Dec.  2,  8  o'clock. 
Synod  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by 
Eev.  Dr.  M.  Kieffer. 


ELECTION  OP  BOARDS  AND  DELEGATES. 

The  order  of  the  day,  being  the  election  of  the  several  Boards, 
and  the  Delegates  to  Corresponding  Bodies,  was  taken  up.  The 
tickets,  which  had  been  printed  according  to  direction,  were 
distributed  among  the  members,  and  Elders  A.  J.  Ilocket,  D. 
Hoft'tnan  and  W.  F.  Hoffman  were  appointed  tellers.  The 
election  proceeded,  and  the  tellers  having  retired  to  count  the 
ballots,  subsequently  reported  the  following  result: 

Board  of  Home  Missions. 

Revs.  Benjamin  Bausman,  George  B.  Russell,  Dr.  Samuel  H. 
Giesy,  Nicholas  Gehr,  Dr.  Daniel  Gans,  George  W.  Augh- 
inbaugh.  Dr.  Daniel  Zacharias,  Dr.  James  Bossard,  and  Messrs. 
Charles  Santee,  William  D.  Gross,  George  Gelbach  and  Jacob 
Dietz. 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

Revs.  Dr.  Bernard  C.  Wolff,  Daniel  Ziegler,  Benjamin  Baus- 
man, Dr.  Dietrich  Willers,  Dr.  Daniel  Zacharias,  William  F. 
CoUiflower,  John  S.  Foulk,  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  and  Messrs. 
Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  John  Rodenmayer,  John  Kefauver,  Golds- 
boro  S.  Griffith  and  George  W.  Herring. 

Board  of  Directors  of  Orphan  Homes. 

Revs.  George  B.  Russell,  Dr.  John  "W.  Nevin,  and  Messrs. 
Charles  Santee,  Goldsboro  S.  Griffith  and  William  E.  Schmertz. 

Board  of  Sunday-School  Association. 

Revs.  Benjamin  Bausman,  Dr.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger,  Dr. 
Moses  Kieffer,  Dr.  George  W.  Williard,  Dr.  Emanuel  Y.  Ger- 
hart,  John  Beck,  and  Messrs.  Goldsboro  S.  Griffith  and  Charles 
Santee. 

DELEGATES  TO  CORRESPONDING  BODIES. 

General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Rev.  Samuel  IST.  Callender,  primarius,  Rev.  "Wm.  H.  H. 
Snyder,  secundus. 
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General  Synod  of  the  Rtformed  Church  in  America. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Bauaman,  j9rma7"?M«,  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Giesy, 
D.  D.,  secundus. 

Triennial  Synod  of  the  Moravian  Church. 

Rev.  Jeremiah  H.  Grood,  D.  D.,  primarius,  Rev.  George  W. 
Aughinbaugh,  secundum. 

Evangelical  Synod  of  the  West. 

Rev.    Herman   J.   Ruetenik,   D.  D.,  primarius^   Rev.   John 
Knelling,  secundus. 


The  bill  of  $2  50,  for  printing  the  tickets,  presented  by 
Messrs.  J.  B.  Rodgers  &  Co.,  was  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the 
Tj'eusurer  of  Synod. 

RELATION  OF  GENERAL  SYNOD  TO  SYNODS  AND  CLASSES. 

The  Committee  on  the  Relation  of  the  General  Synod  to  the 
District  Synods  and  Classes  submitted  the  fo^owing  report, 
■which  was  received  and  adopted: 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred ^fte  item,  touching 
the  relation  of  the  General  Synod  to  the^istrict  Synods  and 
Classes,  would  respectfully  report: 

That  in  view  of  the  action  already  taken  by  this  General 
Synod,  ordering  the  reconstruction  and  enlargement  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the  Constitution,  with  certain 
instructions,  it  only  remains  for  your  committee  to  recommend 
that  the  action  of  the  Synod  at  Danville,  in  1869,  on  this  sub- 
ject, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the 
Constitution.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  W.  Aughinbaugh,  Chairman. 


CONTESTED  SEATS    FROM    IOWA  CLASSIS   DISPOSED  OF. 

The  Committee  on  the  Contested  Seats  of  Delegates  from 
Iowa  Classis  submitted  their  final  report.  The  report  was  re- 
ceived, and  put  on  adoption;  and,  after  some  discussion,  the 
previous  question  was  called  and  sustained.  The  vote  was 
taken,  and  the  report  adopted. 
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In  this  immediate  connection,  a  paper,  eontainini^  cei'tain 
articles  of  compromise,  signed  by  tlie  parties  concorned,  was 
submitted  to  Sj^nod,  and,  after  some  discussion,  adopted. 

The  report  and  the  paper  of  compromise  are  as  I'uUows: 

Heport  of  Cormnittee. 

Your  coramitee  to  whom  was  referred  the  case  of  the  con- 
tested seats  of  Iowa  Classis,  beg  leave  to  report: 

After  a  careful  and  full  investigaaon  of  alt  the  official  docu- 
ments bearing  upon  the  case  committed  to  them,  as  well  as  full 
verbal  S!atements  made  by  both  parties  claiming  seats  as 
delegates  fi'om  Iowa  Classis,  they  have  arrived  at  the  following 
conclusion: 

1.  That,  on  account  of  legal  and  technical  errors  made  hy 
that  portion  of  Iowa  Classis  which  met  at  Wheatland,  Iowa, 
the  delegates,  who  were  elected  there,  are  not  entitled  to  seats 
on  the  floor  of  this  Synod. 

2.  That,  on  account  of  errors  in  equity  made  by  that  por- 
tion of  Iowa  Classis  which  met  at  Brandon,  Iowa,  the  dele- 
gates, who  were  elected  there,  are  not  entitled  to  seats  on  the 
Hoor  of  this  Synod. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 
jb^      ■*"'■  .  S.  N.  Callender, 

*^  -  H.  A.  Mqehlmeier, 


h. 


G.  Z.  Mechling, 
E.  J.  Zahm, 
C.  M.  BousH, 

Committee. 


•  Paper  of  Compromise. 

It  is  hereby  agreed,  by  the  undersigned  members  and  del- 
egates elected  by  the  two  late  meetings  of  Iowa  Classis,  each 
set  claiming  seats  on  the  floor  of  the  (reneral  Synod  in  session, 
at  this  time  in  Philadelphia,  that,  in  the  spirit  of  Christian 
charity,  the  following  items  shall  constitute  the  basis  of  a 
compromise  and  settlement  of  all  our  ditticulties,  provided, 
they  meet  the  approval  aud  ratification  of  this  General  Synod: 

1.  That  neither  set  of  delegates  be  admitted  to  seats  on  the 
floor  of  this  General  Synod. 

2.  That  all  appeals,  charges  preferred,  and  processes  of 
whatever  nature  growing  out  of  the  cases  of  Kev.  Cyrus  Cort 
and  Kev.  Frederick  C.  Baumati,  and  all  other  ch;irges  pieferred 
by  either  party,  now  pending,  be  immediately  and  finalb 
dropped,  never  again  to  become  the  basis  of  process  and  ad' 
iudication. 
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3.  That  all  action,  in  whatsoever  court  the  process  may 
have  been  taken  or  be  now  pendini;-,  concerning  Rev.  C.  Cort 
and  Eev.  F.  C.  Bauman,  be  re^cinded  by  the  respective  courts 
and  discontinued,  and  tliat  the  two  above- namtd  brethren  be 
recognized  as  members  in  fail  standing  in  Iowa  Classis. 

4.  That  as  soon  as  the  constitutional  provision  shall  be 
made,  it  be  earnestly  recommended  that  the  Synod  of  Ohio  and. 
Adjacent  States  divide  Iowa  Classis  on  the  basis  ot  language, 
and  that  Iowa  Classis  be  advised  to  consent  to  such  a  division. 

5.  That  the  Gfenerai  Sj'nod  shall  name  a  time  and  place  for 
the  convention  ot  Iowa  Classis  to  elect  a  regular  board  of 
officers  for  the  present  classical  year,  and  to  take  such  action  as 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  terms  of  this  compromise. 

D.  S.  FousE, 

J.  UlALE, 
C.   CORT, 

S.  K.  Kroh, 
John  H.  Buser, 
Jacob  Kuhn, 
George  Kettig, 
Jonas  Diehl. 
On  motion, 

Eesolve'1,  That,  in  accordance  with  the  fifth  item  of  the 
foregoing  compromise,  tne  time  and  place  for  the  meeting  of 
the  Iowa  Classis  be  the  third  Wednesday  in  April,  1870,  at 
Wheatland,  Iowa,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening. 


The  Eev.  John  McClellen  Holmes,  corresponding  delegate 
from  the  Eeformed  Church  in  America,  took  leave  of  Synod  in 
an  appropriate  address,  referring  to  the  indications  of  a  grow- 
ing spirit  of  Christian  unity  and  the  great  work  of  Foreign 
Missions,  to  which  the  President  appropriately  responded,  re- 
questing him  to  bear  back  with  him  the  kind  greetings  of  this 
Synod  to  the  Body  he  represented. 


Sj^nod  adjourned  to  meet  to  morrow  morning  at  nine 
o'clock,  and  was  dismissed  with  singing,  and  benediction  by 
the  President. 


Friday,  Dec.  3,  9  A.  M. 
Synod  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by 
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Eev.  J.  S.  Foulk.     Quorum  present.     Minutes  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

REVISION    OF   ENGLISH   HYMN   BOOK. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  triennial  sessions  of 
the  General  Synod,  to  propose  a  scheme  as  a  basis  for  the  re- 
vision of  the  English  Hymn  Book,  reported.  The  report  was 
received,  and  after  some  discussion  the  farther  consideration 
ot  it  was  postponed  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  General 
Synod.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the  Re- 
vision of  our  Hymn  Book,  with  instructions,  if  ihey  deemed 
it  2>i'oper,  to  report  a  scheme  as  a  basis  lor  such  a  revision,  beg 
leave  to  report: 

That  there  seems  to  be  a  very  general  desire  in  the  Church 
for  a  better  collection  of  hymns  than  the  one  now  in  use,  and 
that  the  psalms,  as  they  now  stand,  might  be  dropped  as  a 
Bepai'ate  and  distinct  part  of  the  book,  in  urder  to  incorporate 
such  of  them  as  can  be  Ireely  used  in  Christian  worship  with 
the  hymns  to  be  selected,  and  to  place  all  under  one  general 
arrangement  and  index. 

With  reference  to  the  character  of  the  selection  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  say  that  only  hymns  of  the  most  approved  order 
should  be  introduced;  that  elegance  of  diction,  in  connection 
with  purity  of  doctrines  and  worship,  should  be  a  ruling  prin- 
ciple in  the  selection;  that  no  hymus,  whatever  may  be  their 
professed  claims  of  devotional  merit,  ought  to  be  admitted  if 
tLiey  offend  against  correct  taste  and  the  rules  of  sound  re- 
ligious criticism.  Especial  care  should  be  taken  not  to  make 
our  worship  merely  public  service,  and  so  fail  to  make  our 
service  worship.  Let  the  selection  be  from  the  best  hymns 
that  ancient  aud  modern  times  can  furnish,  and  let  the  entire 
number  be  comparatively  small. 

With  reference  to  indices  the  committee  suggest: 

1.  An  index  of  subjects,  and  these  subjects  to  be  arranged 
after  the  manner  of  our  present  Hymn  Book. 

2.  An  index  of  the  topics  of  each  hymn. 

3.  An  index  of  texts,  or  table  of  Scriptures,  treated  or  re- 
ferred to  in  particular  hymns. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  your  committee  recommend  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  lo  revise  our  present  Hymn  Book, 
and  to  report  the  result  of  their  work  ut  the  next  General 
Synod.  Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  Zacharias, 

J.  H.  A.  BOMBEROER, 
M    KlEFFER, 

Geo.  W.  Williard, 
Thos.  J.  Craig. 
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HYMNS    IN    LITURGY. 

On  motion  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  on  the 
subject  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  General  Synod  has  allowed  the  provisional 
use  of  the  two  Liturgies  in  the  Chun  h;  uiid 

Whereas,  It  is  desirable  that  a  t-electiun  of  hymns  should 
be  inserted  in  the  Liturgy;  therefore, 

Resolved^  That  permiysion  is  hereby  given  to  the  Eastern 
Synod,  and  to  the  Synod  of  Ohio  and  of  the  North  West, 
should  they  desire  it,  to  insert  a  selection  of  hymns  and  chants 
for  provisional  use  in  the  Church,  in  their  respective  Liturgies. 


QERMAN    HYMN    BOOK    FUND. 

The  following  resolution  on  the  subject  was  adopted: 
Resolved,  That,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  East- 
ern Synod  at  Danvihe,  in  1869,  the  fund  of  five  hundred  dollars 
copy  lufney,  donated  by  Rev.  Philip  Schaff,  D.  D,  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  German  Board  of  Examiners  of  the  Eastern 
Synod,  for  the  benefit  of  said  Board,  should  the  donor  give  his 
consent. 


NEW   SYNOD    established. 

The  Special  Committee  on  the  Organization  of  a  new  Dis- 
trict Synod  in  western  Pennsylvania  and  western  New  York 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  ia 
as  follows: 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the 
Classes  of  Westmoreland,  Clarion,  St.  Paul's  and  West  New 
York  10  be  formed  into  a  Synod,  would  respect  ully  report  that 
the  Classes  named  being  tue  proper  number,  and  having  been 
regularly  dismissed  from  their  respective  Synods  for  this  ])ur- 
pose,  there  is  no  cause  wtiy  their  request  should  not  be  grunted. 
Your  committee  would,  therefore,  recommend  the  following 
action: 

Jiesolred,  That  the  Classes  of  Westmoreland,  Clarion,  St.  Paul's  and  West 

New  York  be  and  are  hereby  constituted  a  Synod,  to  be  known  as  tli«  

Synod  of  the  Retormed  Church  in  tlie  United  States. 

lUsdlved,  That  the  ministers  and  delegated  elders  of  said  Classes  shall  meet 
in  convention  in  Grace  Cliurcii,  in  Pitt.sl)urg,  fa.,  on  the  second  Friday  in  Feb- 
ruary, A.  D.  1870,  at  7i-o  o'clock  P.  M  ,  to  organize  said  Synod,  to  determine  its 
name,  and  attend  to  sucli  other  business  as  may  come  l^efore  it. 

Jiesolved,  That  the  opeuing  sermon  shall  be  preached  by  Rev.  Dr.  Hacke,  or 
\>j  some  one  named  by  him,  and  that  he  shall  preside  at  the  organizing  of  the 
Byuod. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

John  M.  Titzel,  Chairman, 
5 
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TRIGLOTT   EDITION   OF    HEIDELBERG    CATECHISM, 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  General  Synod,  at  Dayton, 
on  the  Triglott  Edition  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

The  committee  appointed  by  tlie  General  Synod,  atDaj'ton 
to  examine  the  Triglott  Elition  of  the  Heideloerg  Catechism, 
submit  the  following  report: 

Your  committee  have  endeavored  to  give  the  subject  a  fair 
and  candid  examination,  and  while  they  are  not  prepared  to 
give  a  full  indorsement  in  every  particular,  they  nevertheless 
consider  that  the  work  presented  bears  evidence  of  marked 
improvement  over  all  former  editions  and  translations  of  the 
Catechism. 

The  mechanical  execution  is  highly  commendable.  The 
arrangement  into  parallel  columns  of  the  original  German 
text,  the  Latin  translation  published  with  the  tirst  German 
edition,  the  modern  German  text,  and  the  English  transUtion, 
is  admirable  both  as  regards  taste  and  convenience.  Tlie  his- 
torical preface  is  a  masterly  production,  and  contains  much 
valuable  information,  and  is  an  appropriate  introduction  to 
the  work.  The  committee  are  entitled  to  the  commendation 
of  this  Sj^nod  lor  the  arduous  and  successful  labors  which  they 
have  performed. 

The  committee  recommend  the  following  action: 

Jiesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  General  Synod  be  cordially  extended  to 
the  Tercentenary  Committee  of  tlie  Heidelberg  Catechism  tor  the  preparatiou 
and  publication  of  the  Triglott  edition. 

J^esolced,  Tliat  the  General  Synod  approve  of  the  work,  and  recommend  it 
for  general  circulation. 

T.  S.  Johnston,  Chairman. 


BOOKS  AND  PAPERS  TRANSFERRED  TO  NEW  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS, 

The  former  President  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions, 
through  the  President  of  Synod,  transfei'red  all  the  books, 
documents  and  papers  in  the  possession  of  the  Board  to  the 
new  Board,  accompanied  with  a  few  appropriate  remarks. 
The  Synod  subsequently  adopted  the  following  action: 
Hesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Synod  be  tendered 
to  the  llev.  John  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D.,  for  the  faithful  and 
efficient  discharge  of  his  duties  as  President  of  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions. 


Synod  adjourned  uqjtil  three  o'clock,  and  was  closed  with 
singing,  and  prayer  by  Uev.  H.  Bentz. 
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Friday,  Dec.  3,  3  P.  M. 
Synod  met",  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by  the 
Rev.  W.  K.  Zieber. 


a:  N   on    new   district    SYNOD    POSTPONED. 

The  following  resolutions,  pertaining  to  the  organization  of 
a  new  District  Sj^nod,  were  moved  and  seconded: 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  grants  permission  to  the 
Classes  of  Zion's,  Mercersburg,  Maryland  and  Virginia  to  con- 
stitute  a   District  Synod,  to  be  known  by   the   name  of  the 

Synod,  as  soon  as  the  necessary  constitutional  action  be 

taken  in  the  premises. 

Resolved^  That  as  soon  as  said  constitutional  action  be  taken 
the  several  Classes,  together  with  the  Eastern  Synod,  shall 
report  the  fact  to  the  President  of  this  Synod,  and  that  he 
be  hereby  authorized  to  proclaim  said  Synod  duly  constituted, 
and  appoint  a  time  and  place  for  its  first  meeting. 

Alter  considerable  discussion,  these  resolutions  were  laid  on 
the  table  by  the  adoption  of  the  following  action : 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  offered,  requesting  this  Synod 
to  allow  permission  to  the  Classes  of  Zion's,  tilercersburg, 
Maryland  and  Virginia  to  form  a  District  Synod,  be  laid  on 
the  table  until  the  subject  comes  before  this  Synod  through  the 
District  Synod. 


MISSIONS. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Missions  reported.  The  report 
was  received,  amended  and  (after  the  matter,  under  No.  7,  was 
referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Overture  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America) 
adopted;  and  is  embodied  in  these  Minutes  as  Report  No.  6  of 
the  several  reports  bearing  on  the  subject  of  missions,  as 
follows: 

1.  Report  of  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

A  world  to  be  redeemed  and  saved  is  the  great  work  of 
Christianity.  If  we  look  upon  the  heathen  world  and  its  de- 
plorable condition,  and  behold  the  many  different  denomina- 
tions working  in  behalf  of  its  civilization  and  evangelization, 
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Burely  we  should  not  be  among  the  last  to  work  in  this  glorious 
work,  which  is  worthy  ot  the  sweat  and  blood  of  the  noble, 
and  crowns  with  never  fading  laurels.  On  the  foreign  mis- 
sionary horizon  the  star  of  the  German  Eelormed  Church  has 
not  yet  risen.  We  have,  for  more  than  twenty-five  years, 
supported  th^  American  hoard  ot  Commissioners  lor  Foreign 
Missions.  But  the  time  has  arrived  when  we  should  support 
our  own  missions.  The  time  has  pacsed  when  we  said :  we  have 
no  foreign  field  to  labor  upon.  Large  fields  are  opened  among 
the  Chinese,  the  Japanese,  the  East  Indies,  the  North  American 
Indians,  and  in  South  America,  to  send  the  gospel  among  those 
nations  that  sit  yet  in  darkness,  and  in  the  sLadow  of  death, 
and  buw  before  carved  and  wooden  idols.  We  can  either  sup- 
port the  German  Evangelical  Missionary  Society,  which  has 
the  Eev.  Oscar  Lohr,  of  the  German  Eelormed  Cliurch,  lor  one 
of  their  missionaries,  and  who  have  already  called  upon  our 
aid,  or  unite  with  the  Eelormed  Church  of  America,  which 
labors  in  Amoy,  in  Arcot  and  Japan,  for  the  propagation  of 
the  gospel.  But  our  best  way,  and  our  duty  should  be,  to 
have  a  foreign  missionary  field  for  ourselves.  A  particular 
duty  is  assigned  to  American  Christianity.  We  are  living  in 
the  garden  ot  the  whole  world.  America  has  the  largest  rivers 
and  tiie  highest  mountains  of  the  world,  and  the  American 
churches  sliould  lay  upon  their  shoulders  the  great  duty  to 
labor  fur  the  conversion  of  the  largest  nation — the  Chinese — 
which  counts  more  than  lour  hundred  millions,  or  the  third 
part  of  the  inhabitaots  of  the  globe,  of  wliich,  it  is  said,  it 
would  take  seven  years  to  pass  by  us  in  sections.  But  our 
main  hindrance  is:  men  and  means.  Our  funds  should  be  con- 
siderably enlarged  to  commence  a  missionary  station,  and  our 
colleges  and  seminaries  should  educate  the  men.  They  must 
come  from  the  Church;  and  every  lather  and  mother  should 
lay  the  question  belore  their  children  Is  there  not  one  among 
you  ready  to  for.-^ake  tatherland  and  friendship,  and  go  into 
the  heathen  world? 

Fathers  and  brethren,  let  us  commence  a  foreign  missionary 
station  without  delay.  It  is  high  time  to  set  our  loreign  mis- 
sion arj'^  ship  under  sail.  We  recommend  to  the  General  Synod 
the  following  resolutions: 

Eesolved,  That  we  recommend  to  all  our  churches  a  renewed  spirit  of  liber- 
ality and  benevolence,  to  support  the  cause  ol  loreign  missions. 

J\'eii(dved,  Tliat  as  soon  as  men  are  ready  to  entir  into  the  foreign  field'  that 
the  Foreign  Missionary  Board,  relying  upon  the  command  and  promise  of  the 
Savior,  send  them,  trusting  in  divine  aid,  to  the  heathen  world. 

EespectluUy  submitted, 

D,    WiLLERS, 

1).  Zacuahias. 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  29,  1869. 
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2.  Repo'-t  of  Treasurer  of  Foreign  Missions. 

Rudolph  F.  Kei.ker,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
of  the  General  Sunnd  of  the  German  Rejormed  Churchy  in  ac- 
count with  said  Board. 

Db, 
To  amount  in  band  November  24,  18fi6,  and  re- 
ported   to    Geneial    Synod    at    Dayton,    Oliio, 
November  28,-  186.'),  eight,  hundred  and  ninety- 

ei-iiit  dollars. $    898  00 

To  cash  received  since  then  as  follows,  to  wit: 

18^7. 

Jan.  9.       Of  Loysville  Missionary  Society,  Perry  Co.,  Pa.,  per 

Jiuiies  A.  Schnltz"  16  00 

Feb.  26.    Of  St   Paul's  Reformed  Church,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  per 

Rev  H    Mosser  31  80 

March  1.  Of  S;ilem  Refoimed  Church,  Harrisburg.  per  D.  W. 
Gi'oss,  collections  made  by  him  in  1864-5,  Ter- 
centenary operations  ...  134  40 

March  9.  Of  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D..  moneys  received  by  him, 
viz:  Saltbath-school  1st  Reformed  Church,  VAu- 

cinnati,  per  H.   Shrove  $10  00 

Poor  Widow.  50c;  Elizabeth  Zimmerman,  Penns- 

ville.  SI .      .     1  50 

Womelsdorf  charcre.  Pa.,  Rev.  T.  C.  Leinl)ach, 

per  Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer  10  00 

F.  Smith   and   C.  Miiench,  4th  Church,  Balti- 
more, per  Rev.  P  ster                   ,  .                    ...     2  00 
Unknown  Friend,  Keystone  Normal  School,  per 
Rev.  J.   S    Herman  .      1  00 

1st   Relbrmed   Church,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  Rev.  F. 
W.  Kremer,  S.  School  and  M.  Concert 37  83 


March  16.  Of  Elder  C.  Santee.  from  members  Race  Street 
Reformed  Church,  Philadelphia,  viz:  Cliailes 
Santee,  $30;  W.   L.  Graver,  $2;  A.  L.  Kaub, 

$1  5(1         .  .    .   53  50 

J.  C.  Wanner,  $3;  C.  Wannamacker,  $3  50;  J. 

Y-  Di.tz.  $i  50 9  00 

Ab    R   I-arper,  ."SJ;  L.  K.  Graver,  5Cc;  William 

Howell,  $13 15  .50 

A.  W.  Mvers,  $1 ;  G.  W.  Huntsiiiger,  $1 2  00 


62  33 


80  00 

May  2.       Of  Taneytown  cliarge.  iVd.,  Rev.  N.  E.  Gilds,  pastor  5  00 

May  2.       Of  Sa'.em  Re  ornied  Church,  Hanisburg,  Pa.,  Rev. 

W.  H.  H.  -nyder 21  50 

May  6.       Of  EMer  .^ohn  Wiest,  irom  members  of  Christ's  Re- 
formed Church,  Philadelphia,  viz:   C.  N.  Brock, 

$'•;  1.  D.  Rupp,$l  6  00 

Mrs.  Hatliawav.    1;  Mrs.  M.  Robeson,  $1;  Dr. 

Rosenberger,  $1  .50 3.50 

9  50 


May  23.  Of  Rev.  S  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  money  received  bv  him 
from  G.  F  Ran,  Bait  moie,  per  Rev.  J.  Pister, 
$•2  .30;  H    Mehrwein,  $i 4  50 

June  14.    Of  Ladv  Member  1st  Church,  Lancaster,  per  Rev.  A. 

H.  Kremer  5  00 

Aug.  1.  Of  Rev.  J.  G.  Neuber's  Reformed  Church,  Phila- 
delphia   2  00 

Amount  carried  forward  $1,270  03 
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Amount  brouglit  forward  $1,270  03 

Aug'  31 .    Of  Rev.  S.  R.  Fislier,  D.  D.,  moneys  received  Ijy  liim, 
viz:  Rev.  A.  L.  Herman.  Reading,  Fa.,  per  Rev. 

F.  VV    Kremer     .  37  00 

Rrownsback  charge,  per  Rev^.  W.  Sorber 18  00 

Trappe  charge,  Pa.,  Rev.  A.  B.  Shenkle 10  CO 

Rev.  M.  Mueller,  Sauiiusky,  Ohio,  per  Elder 
Santee 6  50 

71  50 

Sept.  28.   Of  Cavetown  S.  School,  Sophia  Hammaker,  Treas., 

per  Rev.  ,J.  W.  Santee 10  50 

Oct.  8.       Of  Rev.  L).  Willers,  Fayette,  N.  Y 15  50 

Oct.  10.     Of  R.  F.  Kelker,  Tre.isurer  Eastern  Synod,  interest 

on  "Gerhart"  donation    ...  7  30 

Nov.  19.    Of  Zalniona  Church,  Waukon,  Iowa,  per  Rev.  0.  H. 

Shoepfle 21  CO 

Nov.  25.    Of  Mrs.  Hannah  Peters,  Fayette,  N.  Y.,  per  .Rev.  D. 

WilU-rs       5  00 

Dec.  26.     Of  "A  Member,"  Voganaville,  Pa.,  Anonymous. ...  5  00 

1«IJ8. 

Jan.  1.       Of  Thomas  Grove,  Pattonville,  Pa.,  per  Rev.  A.  R, 

Kremer 50 

Jan.  1.        Of  Lo\svilie    Missionary   Society,    W.    Bernheisel, 

Trea.«urer,  per  George  Hoobaiigh 17  00 

Jan.  21.     Of  Rev.     S.  R.   Fisher,  D.   D  ,  moneys  received  i)y 
him    from   J.    P.    Reil'snvder,    Salem's  Church, 

Philadelphia,  per  R^v.  N.   Gehr     5  00 

Frederick  Furstenbiirg,  Marion,  0 2  00 

N.  Ries,  $2);  4th  Church,  lialtimore,  flO;  G. 
W.Wilter,  $.');  L.  Nagle,$l;per  Rev.  J.  Pister, 
Baltimore,    Ma 41  00 

48  00 

Jan.  27.      Of  Elder  Santee,  collected  in  Race  Street  Church, 

Philadelphia,  viz:  C.  Santee,  $2i;  A.  R.Harper, 

$1;  J.  C.  Wanner,  $3    .  29  00 

Wm.  Howell,  $13;  C.  VVannamacher.  $4   17  00 

J.  Y.  Dietz,  $J  50;  A.  L.  Kaub,  $^;  George  W. 
Huutsinaer,  $1 5  50 

51  50 

Of  1st  Reformed  S.  School,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  per  Rev. 

F.  W.  Kremer   20  00 

March  9.   Of  Elder  .John    Wiest.  collected  in  Christ's  Church, 

Philadelphia,    viz:    R     Rothermel,   $jO;    John 

Wiest  and  family.  !?jO.    .  70  00 

April  11.    Of  Salem    Relormed  Church,    Harrisburg,    Pa.,    per 

Rev.  W    H.  H.  Snyder  13  00 

April  27.    Of  Walnut  Creek  Church    Ohio,  per  Rev.  F.  Shaad, 

Winesburg,  Ohio 7  00 

May  14.     Of  1st  Reformed  Church,  Lebanon,  Pa  ,  per  Rev.  F. 

W.  Kremer.      12  00 

July  25.     Of  D.  Eschbach,  Treasurer  E.  Susquehanna  Classis, 

received  from   iriiileisburg  charge.  Rev.  F.  J. 

iAiohr  10  00 

Fisherville  charge.  Rev.  N.  E   Bressler 15  00 

25  00 

Sept.  5.      Of  Mechanicstown    charge,    Md.,  per   Rev.   N.   E. 

Gilds 5  00 

Sept.  25.     Of  St.  .lohn's  Classis.  Ohio.  J.  Greenmyer,  Treas- 
urer, per  Elder  C.  Santee 23  00 

Amount  carried  forward  $1,C97  83 
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Amount  broujjht  forward  $1,G97  83 

Sept.  25.    Of  Rev.   S.  R.  Fisber,  D,   D.,   moneys  receiveil  hy 
liim,   viz:  W     Oelil^chlcfrer,   Greenville,  Oliio, 

$1 ;   Rev    H.  Dnniel.  Definnce.  Olno,  -SI 2  00 

Rev.  C.  U.  Heilmnn.  St.  Clnirsville.  Pa 5  00 

Rev.   Pisier,   Baliimoie,  collection,  $10;  John 
Lorenz,  $1  25   11  25 


IS  25 
Oct.  Ifi.      Of  R.  F.  Ki'lker,  Treasnrer  Eastern  Synod,  interest 

on  "Gei'li;irt"  donation  7  30 

Oct.  20.      Of  C.  Wiiikl.M-.  Riclimond,  Indiana,  per  Rev.  S.   R. 

Fisi.er,  D.  D 10  00 

Nov.  11.    Of  St.  John's  Classis,  Ohio,  per  Rev.  D.  Kaemerer, 

Treasurer.  22  00 

Dec.  31.     Of  Friend  to  F   M.,  Fleasantville  Reformed  Church, 

Bucks  county,  Pa.,  per  W.  L.  Hoover  2  00 

18f^!>. 

Jan.  6.       Of  Lovsville  Missionary  Societv,  Pa.,  per  Rev.  T.  F. 

Hoffmeier     .    .      ■....■ 5  00 

Jan.  18.     Of  Rev.  D.  M  illers,  Fayette,  N.  Y.,  the  duplicate  of 

one  post-office  order,  sent  October  2,  18G8  (but 

which  miscarried),  tor  eleven  dollars  ...  11  00 

Jar.  25.     Of  Rev.  L.  K.  Evans,  communion  collection.  Black 

Hole  Vallev,  Pa 4  05 

Feb.  17.     Of  "H.  B.."  Silver  Creek  P.  0,  Tnd 5  00 

March  23.  Of  Elder  C.  S.intee.  collected  m  Race  Street  Church, 

Philadelphia,  viz:  Ch.  Santee,  flO;  J.  Y.  Dietz, 

$>  '^0:   A.  L   Kaub.  $"1  17  .50 

C.  Wannamacher,  $3;  G.  W.  Huntsinger,  $1 .  .     4  00 


21  .50 
May  1.       Of  1st  Reformed  Church.  Lebanon.  Pa.,  Rev.  F.  W. 

Kremer,  pastor   per  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher 12  00 

May  7.  Of  Aaron  Heaey  and  .Taeob  Re'oert,  Executors  of 
Ephraim  Heatjy,  deceased,  per  hands  of  Wm. 
McClean,  Attorney,  bv  his  cheek,  dated  May  5, 
18(iO,  on  Getrysburn:  National  Bank,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirtv-three  didlars  and  thirty  cents, 
net  amount  of  a  lesjacy  liequeatherl  bv  «aid  de- 
ceased "to  the  Board  of  Foreiprn  Missions  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church  (or  missionary 
work  under  the  auspices  of  the  said  Church 
amona;  the  heathen,"  viz: 

Whole  amount  of  legacy 150  00 

Deduct  •^rate  collateral  inheritance  tax. $7  121^ 

Deduct  U.  S.  revenue  tax 8  .571-^ 

Fee  charged  by  McClean  (Attorney)..   1  00 


Ifi  70 


1.33  .30 

Sept.  21.    Of  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  received  by  him  anony- 
mously from  Lancaster   ...  5  00 

Oct.  2.       Of  H.  Wirt.  Tre-isurer   Eastern   Synod,  interest   on 

"Gerhart"  donation    "  7  86 

Nov.  10.    Of  St.  John's  Classis,  Ohio,  per  Rev.  D.  Kaemerer    .  15  00 

Nov.  19.    Of  John  Dienst,  Manchester,  Md.,  per  Rev.   S.   R. 

Fisher,  D.  D   .50 


Total  contributions  received,  including  former  balance $1,9/7  59 
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INTEREST    ACCOUNT. 

Principal.    Interest. 

Balance  on  hand  November  24,  1866  (Dayton  Synod) $898  00 

Compound  interest  to  Novenilier  d^,"! 809 171  52 

•  •         ■        "      "■ 365  03 

57  11 
132  80 

16  40 
249  00 

22  85 
110  55 

6  63 
193  85 

5  81 
28  36 


Conrrihutioiis  received  from  Nov.  24,  1866,  to  May  24,  1867 

Compound  interest  thereon  to  November  24.  I860     

CoMtri!)ur,ions  received  from  May  24,  1867,  to  Nov.  24, 1867 
Compound  interest  from  Nov.  24,  1807,  to  Nov.  24,  1809.    . 
Contributions  received  from  Nov.  24,  1867,  to  May  24,  18G8 
Compound  interest  from  May  24,  1868,  to  Nov.  24,  1869   . 
Contriljutions  received  from  Mav  24,  1868.  to  Nov.  24, 1868 

Interest  from  Nov.  24.  1868,  to  Nov.  24,  1869     '. 

Contributions  received  from  Nov.  24,  1868,  to  May  24,  1869 

Interest  from  May  24,  1869,  to  Nov.  24,  1869   

Contributions  received  from  May  24,  1869,  to  Nov.  24,  1869 


Total  principal  as  above  stated $1 ,977  .59 

Total  amount  of  interest  accrued 280  32 


Principal  and  interest  on  hand  Nov.  24,  1869 $2,257  91 

By  resolution  of  General  Synod  of  Dayton.  1866,  and  found 
on  their  Minutes.  pae:G  80,  it  was  directed  '  that  these  funds  be 
held  and  invested."  To  invest  them  to  any  advuntas^e  was  ex- 
tremely difficult,  owing  to  the  irregularity  of  the  amounts  and 
the  different  days  on  wh'ch  they  were  received  from  time  to 
time.  It  was  also  altogether  uncertain  when  they  might  be 
called  for,  either  in  part  or  the  whole  thereof,  so  that  a  perma- 
nent investment  was  undesirab'e  and  improper.  Your  Treas- 
urer, therefore,  concluded  to  charge  himself  with  interest 
titereon,  beginning  first  with  the  balance  reported  at  the  Daj  ton 
Synod,  November  24,  186H,  and  continuing  at  intervals  of  six 
months  upon  the  agtrregateof  the  contrihutions  received  during 
the  previous  six  months,  so  making  as  it  were,  an  investment 
every  six  months.  By  compounding  the  interest  annually,  he 
has  virtually  made  a  reinvestment  from  time  to  time  of  prin- 
cipal and  interest,  so  that  no  loss  might  he  sustained,  and  is 
enabled  to  report  as  standing  to  the  credit  of  G-eneral  Synod 
November  24,  1869,  for  Foreign  Missions,  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  and  ninety-one 
cents  (S2  257  91). 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  Treasurer. 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  24,  1869, 

3.  Report  of  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

To  the  General  Siino-^  of  the  German  Jteformed  Church,  convened 

in  Philadelphia,  Pa.: 

The  review  we  are  again  called  to  take  of  the  grent  work 
of  Home  Missions  within  our  borders  possesses  increased  im- 
portance, from  its  embracing  the  optrations  of  a  |)eriod  <>t  three 
j'^ears.     But  its  interest  even  in  this  respect  is  enhanced  by  the 
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8ignifieanf»e  of  some  facts  connected  with  the  prosecution  of 
the  work  during  this  time. 

As  the  report  rendered  a<,  the  last  meeting  of  the  G  neral 
Synod  gave  a  comprehensive  and  detailed  acioutit  of  the 
Home  Missionary  efforts  of  the  Church  and  of  the  Missions 
then  under  the  cure  of  the  Board,  the  paper  herewith  pres-  nted 
may  be  more  general  and  brief. 

The  work  may  be  exhibit  d  under  two  aspects — first,  as 
regards  its  strictly  missionary  chnracter,  anci,  secondly,  with 
referetice  io  the  material  means  of  main > Mining  it. 

Viewing  our  missionary  operations  duritiir  the  period  cnv<  r  d 
by  this  report  as  a  religions  uget  cy  of  the  Cliui-ch  fir  relieving 
Spiritual  desti'utions.  the  Board  finds  most  ahun(hiMt  cause  or 
gratitude  and  encouragement.  Cramped  continually  by  very 
limited  ()ecuniary  means,  frequently  eniharrasreed  by  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  obtaining  sn  liable  men  to  supp'y  points  ap|>ea'iig 
for  aid,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  min'Sters  adapted  to  the  peculiar 
work  or  willing  to  enga^ie  in  it.  and  re|  eatedly  distress,  d  by 
cries  for  help,  to  which  no  favorable  response  could  be  triven, 
•we  have  yet  been  enabled  under  the  blessing  of  the  Lord,  and 
by  the  faithful  self  denying  toi^s  of  those  •aboring  in  (iifi'er-ent 
parts  of  our  vastly  extended  field,  to  accom|.l:sh  much  —  indeed 
it  were  probably  within  the  bounds  ot  truth,  to  Siiy  moi-e  than 
agencies  favored  with  larger  means  commonly  achieve. 

Of  our  brethren  in  the  field  we  feel  con^traille(l  to  speak  in 
terms  of  the  warmest  commendation.  Thev  have  toiled  for 
the  most  part  untiringly  from  month  to  month,  and  from  year 
to  year,  under  heavy  buidens,  and  amidst  manifold  trying 
disccmragements.  Nor  have  they  toiled  in  vain.  General 
success  and  prosperity  have  attended  lh»ir  efforts.  Miiny  of 
them  who  may  have  "gone  forth  weeping,  bearing  precious 
seed,  have  returned  again  with  joy,  bringing  their  sheaves 
with  them."  Churches  have  been  established  where  none 
previously  existed.  Scattered  sheep  have  been  gathered  into 
the  (old,  and  wanderers  again  allured  to  their  forsaUen  or  neg- 
lected spiritual  home  VVaste  places  have  been  diligent'y 
cultivated  where,  instead  of  (brmer  desolation,  there  is  now 
fertility  and  bloom.  And  although  tlie  field  may  not  present, 
throughout,  evidetices  of  unvarying  unirormity  in  these  re- 
spects, but  here  and  there  exhibit  spots  whicli  by  contrast, 
may  appear  less  thrifty,  the  general  prospect  is  cheering,  and 
full  of  promise  for  the  <uture. 

The  agi^regate  number  of  missions  under  the  care  of  the 
Board  during  the  past  three  years  ha^  been  ninety  seven. 
This  number  included  those  of  two  or  three  Classes  which 
•were  transferred  formally  to  the  list  of  the  General  Board, 
whilst  in  fact  they  still  continued  under  the  immediate  su|)er- 
vision  of  the  Classes  within  whose  limits  they  were  located. 

The  following  new  missions  came   utider  the  care  of  the 
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Board  since  onr  la^t  report:  Winchester,  Va. ;  Bnrkittsville, 
Cmnberl  ind,  Frederick  City.  Biltimore  (Inimat)uol's  C'urch), 
Md.;  Jonestown,  St.  Clair,  Lebanon  Classis,  Pa.;  Corj'don,  Ind.; 
Athens   Calhoun  county,  Mich. 

Ill  addition  to  these,  aid  lias  bt^en  extended  by  spec'al  action 
and  appropriation  of' the  E  istern  Synod,  to  four  charges  in 
Virginia,  and  four  in  North  Carolina. 

Daring  the  period  cove-red  by  this  report  the  following  mis- 
sions have  become  self-sustaining,  and  hence  passed  from  under 
our  care:  Clifton.  Iowa.  Rev.  J.  H.  Buser;  Tipion,  Towa,  Rev. 
J.  Riale;  Burr  Oak  Miidi  ,  Rev  W.  G-  Hackman;  Greenfit^ld, 
Mass.  Rev  P  A  Schwartz;  Wakeshma  and  Ath-ns.  Mich., 
Eev.  S.  Z.  Beam;  Shamokin,  Pa  ,  Rev.  C.  Scheel;  Upper  San- 
dusky. Rev.  J.  Kliuiiler;  M  ihanoy  City,  Pa  .  Rev  L.  K  Derr; 
NewBerlin.  Wis.  Rev.  N  Ruetenik;  Wakesha,  Wis..  Rhv.  Dr. 
Kurtz;  Allentown,  Pa.,  Rev.  S.  Philips,  and  Hickory  Creek, 
III.,  Rev.  Wm,  Grilpin.  This  long  list  exhibits  in  facts,  more 
impressive  than  language,  the  efficiency  with  which  tlie  work 
has  been  prosecuted,  and  furnishes  the  fullest  justification  for 
our  efforts.  Eich  case  might  be  enlarged  upon,  and  would 
afford  matter  for  encouragement.  But  apart  from  referring  to 
the  ecclesiastical  statistics  of  the  Classes  to  which  the  charges 
respectively  belong,  as  reported  in  the  proceedings  of  the  dif- 
ferent Synods,  further  remarks  must  be  omitted. 

There  remain  forty  missions  under  our  care,  and  the  aggre- 
gate appropriations  to  these  is  $8,290  annually.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  there  has  been  a  reduction  of  the  amount 
ap()r()priated,  and  it  is  believed  that  this  has  been  pressed  as 
far  as  the  cases  warrant,  at  present. 

Tui-ning  from  this  view  of  the  work  to  the  consideration  of 
our  financial  condition,  the  Board  feels  consti-ained  by  a  regard 
for  the  demands  of  equity,  as  well  as  for  the  true  interests  of 
the  cause  frankly  to  submit  the  following  statement: 

The  tact  of  the  fiscal  embarrassment  of  the  Board  has  been 
so  frequently  published  that  it  may  be  presumed  to  be  pretty 
generally  known.  And  j^et  so  little  discrimination  has  been 
exercised  in  regard  to  this  point  that  false  and  unjust  impres- 
sions must  have  been  made.  Had  these  impressions  an  injurious 
bearing  upon  indivi<luals,  only  they  would  be  of  comparatively 
small  account,  and  might  be  very  patiently  endui-ed.  But 
•when  they  are  found  to  inflict  harm  upon  the  cause  wrong 
upon  the  Board  and  suffering  upon  dependent  and  self-deny- 
ing missionaries  they  assume  a  most  serious  character,  and 
must  therefore  be  depre'^,ated. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurers  will  show  a  deficiency  and 
indebtedness  in  both  departments  of  our  work — that  of  mis- 
sions proper  and  that  of  church  extension.  In  the  former  the 
deficit  is  $4,532  02.  In  the  latter  it  is  $944.  Rightly,  to  esti- 
mate the  large   deficiency  in  the  former  department  of  our 
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"Work,  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is  the  accumnlaflon  of 
three  years'  annually  gi'uwing  deficieDcieH  and  ot  deficiencies 
"which  occurred  under  V<e  tullowiiig  circumstances: 

Ky  relerence  to  the  Treai^ur.  r's  statenaent.  submitted  to  the 
last  General  Synod,  in  November,  186(J,  it  will  he  seen  that  the 
total  receipts  or  the  Bomd  for  the  period  from  Oi-tober  18, 
1S65  to  November  25,  18G6,  was  SU,(i26  81.  The  appropria- 
tions and  other  "Utlays  lor  the  corresponding  period  amounted 
to  518,910  22.  This  showM  a  Ingh  degree  of  financial  prosjierity 
during  that  period,  amounting  to  an  annual  increase  over  the 
receipts  of  the  preceding  year  ot  about  S-1,500.  Encouraged 
by  this  growing  liberality  ot  the  Church,  and  exhibition  of 
more  lively  interest  in  the  cause,  the  Boaid  yielded  to  multi- 
plying applications  for  aid,  and  assumed  heavier  liabilities. 
To  make  the  more  sure,  as  it  was  thought,  of  meeting  these 
liabilities  of  our  expanding  operations,  the  Board  also,  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Greneral  Synod,  appointed 
a  Corresponding  Sectretajy,  charged  really  with  the  duties  of 
a  fiscal  agent  It  was  believed,  and  the  hope  was  confidently 
expressed,  that  by  visiting  pastors  and  churches  more  active 
an(t  efficient  sympathy  wi  h  ihe  cause  would  be  enlisted,  that 
our  receipts  would  rise  from  $U,0OU  to  $20,(i00,  or  even  $25,(i00, 
and  our  ability  to  prosecute  the  woi'k  more  vigorously  would 
be  correspondingly  increased.  These  expectations  were  un- 
happily disappointed.  Instead  of  the  recti pts  of  the  Board 
rising  to  the  point  anticipated,  they  fell  during  the  following 
year  to  §10.783  17,  or  nearly  $1,000  less  than  the  receipts  of  the 
preceding  year  and  one  month.  And  during  the  next  succeed- 
ing} ear — 1867-8 — there  is  another  decline  of  neai-lv  $1800. 
Thus,  in  these  two  years,  our  receipts  decreased  $5,020. 

Meanwhile  however,  our  missions  and  apiiropriations  con- 
tinued. Of  course  there  could  not  be  otherwise  tlian  a  resultant 
deficiency.  Of  the  real  causes  of  this  state  of  things  we  do 
Dot  feel  called  upon  to  speak.  The  facts  may  speak  lor  them- 
selves. Only  it  must  be  'apparent  that  a  deticieniy  bo  great, 
and  ocoiirring  so  suddenly,  can  nut  be  very  rationally  or  hjgic- 
ally  traced  to  one  source  alone. 

It  may  be  added,  in  regard  to  the  deficiency  existing  in  the 
Treasuries  of  the  Board,  and  which  have  sometin)es  been  dis- 
couragingly  referred  to,  that  this  experience  is  by  no  means 
peculiar  to  our  Board  and  Church.  Other  boards  and  benevo- 
lent institutions  have  been  called  to  endure  similar  vexations 
and  trials. 

In  this  connection,  however,  we  can  not  forbear  directing 
the  at'ention  of  the  General  Synod  to  a  statement  made  by 
the  retiring  Corresponding  Secretary  to  the  Synod  of  Hagers- 
town  in  1868,  an.J  published  in  the  Minutes  of  said  Synoil,  as 
an  unwarranted  reflection  upon  the  President  of  the  Board, 
"Whether  so  designed  or  not. 
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Ren^arding  the  future  policy  of  the  General  Synod  in  oon- 
ner'tioQ  with  our  Homo  Mission  work,  we  hardly  venture  to 
offer  any  definite  suifiJCestions.  Of  course  some  effective  meas- 
ures must  he  adopted  f^or  liquidatintr  the  claims  of  missionaries 
against  the  B  )ard  Next  t'l  this  ir,  mii/ht  probably  be  best  in 
the  present  condition  o^'  the  Church,  to  dissolve,  the  General 
Board,  and  leave  thn  work  to  be  carried  on  by  the  several 
district  Synods  nnd  Classes  in  thei»'  separate  capacity,  or  by 
such  voluntary  association  of  effort  as  they  may  think  b<'st  to 
adopt.  And  by  leaving  imiividuals,  congrega*^.ions  and  clnsses 
perfectly  free  in  their  co-operation  with  the  work,  allowing 
them  to  choo-;e  th(»ir  own  (channels  of  doing  good  in  this  sphcrg 
of  Christian  activity,  gr^-ater  efftn;tivenes8  may  be  secured. 

Whatever  our  f)repossessions  or  preferences  may  be  on  one 
or  another  polnf,  and  whatever  our  real  or  imaginary  difficul- 
ties in  carryini;  on  this  work,  the  field  and  its  necessities  are  the 
same,  and  all  will  rind  sib  ;ndance  of  worktodo.  On  this  plan 
we  may.  each  and  all  find  means  and  opportunities  of  serving 
the  cause  according;  to  our  <'onvictions  of  duty  and  of  right. 
Respectfully  submitfed. 

J.  H.  A.  BoMBERGER,  President. 


4.  Report  of  Treasurer  of  Home  Missions. 

Charles  Santee.  Treasurer,  in.  account  with  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  of  thfi  Genenil  Synol  of  the  United  Stages. 

Amount  received  from   Novem'ier  '2.'),  1866,   to  November  2.i,  1869,  from 
Classes  composing  tlie  Synod  of  tlie  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States: 

18()7.' 
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Amount  received  from  November  25,  1866,  to  November  25,  1869,  from 
Classes  composing  tlie  Synod  of  Oliio  and  Adjacent  States  : 


is  of  Miami.           

1867. 

1S08. 

1869. 

Total. 

Class 

521  76 

471  58 

277  25 

100  00 

112  50 

83  65 

17  50 

5  00 

383  30 

8  40 

333  00 

13  15 

7  00 

65  65 

i33  95 

311  16 
502  43 
171  00 

'so" 66 

7  56 

75  00 

1216  22 

'          Lancaster 

'          St    John     

982  41 
781  25 

'          "Westmoreland 

'           Sandusky    .  .  .  .  m.  .  . 

<■          Tiffin "... 

'          Illinois 

113  15 

119  50 

229  96 

25  06 

'          Iowa 

213  95 

$1589  14 

f  94^t  45 

$1147  81 

$3681  50 

Amount  received  Irom  November  25,  1866,  to  November  25,  1869,  from 
Classes  composing  the  Northwestern  Synod: 


of  Indiana 

1867. 

18C8. 

18(j9. 

'1  otab 

Classis 

ICO  27 

'gioo 

63  0.-) 
45  CO 
23  6.-) 
16  25 

69  lo 

1650 

48  99 

2(  9  00 

19.5  55 

17  40 

39  55 
93  38 
8  5(t 
31  55 
195  33 
29  50 

iiio'oo 

2C.9  57 

JViilwaukee 

Sheboygan 

93  38 
116  CO 

Heidelberg  

143  59 

Erie .              

449  93 

St.    Joseph 

248  70 

Treasu 

Minnesota 

rer  N.  W.  Synod 

33  65 
120  CO 

$399  8- 

$.5,57  19 

$517  81 

$1474  82 

recapitulation. 

Dr. 

To  balance  on  hand  November  25, 1866 $      116  59 

Receipts  from  Synod  of  the  United  States 26,952  44 

Receii)ts  from  Synod  of  Oliio  and  Adjacent  States 3,681  .50 

Receipts  from  Northwestern  Synod. 1,474  82 

32,225  35 
Total  receipts,  including  balance  on  hand  Nov.  25, 1869.   $32,225  35 
Less  principal  of  N.  Pa.  Railroad  bond 870  00 

Actual  receipts $  31,355  35 

Cr. 

By  amount  paid  from  Nov.  25, 1866,  to  Nov.  25,  1869 33.116  72 

Balance  due  the  Treasurer $      891  37 

Orders  on  haud  unpaid $    3,640  75 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

Charles  Santee,  Treasurer. 
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5.  Report  of  Treasurer  of  Church  Extension  Fund. 

John  Wiest,  Treasurer  Church  Extension  Fund,  in  account  with 
the  General  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church: 

Moneys  received  from  November  28,  1866,  to  October  19,  18G7: 

Dr. 

Classis  of  East  Susquehanna $  80  50 

"          Tiffiu   27  28 

"         Lancaster  333  70 

"          ((Janton  charge,  Ohio)   St.  John's 73  00 

Return  of  check  to  Rev.  H.  A.  Winters,  Milwaukee ."0  00 

Classis  of  Goshenhoppen 375  54 

St.  Paul's 213  15 

Interest  bonds 1 1  50 

Philadelphia  Classis   3,899  84 

Classis  of  Mercersburg l,l.'->6  76 

"          West  Susquehanna ]  31  04 

«'          Maryland 433  00 

"          Lebanon   654  (JS 

"          East  Pennsylvania 906  94 

"          New  York  98  75 

"          Westmoreland 10  00 

"          Zion 96  34 

"          Miami 20  00 

$8,556  97 
From  October  19,  1867,  to  October  19,  1868: 

Classis  of  East  Susquehanna $  129  00 

"          Lancaster 330  02 

"          St.  John's 16  00 

"          Goshenhoppen 274  65 

St.  Paul's  30  00 

Interest. 152  37 

Classis  of  Philadelphia 4,633  03 

"          Mercersburg 592  75 

"          West  Susquehanna 50  00 

«          Maryland 548  22 

"          Lebanon 1,146  70 

"          East  Pennsylvania 1,197  57 

"         New  York 98  25 

"          Westmoreland 300  00 

Zion 562  33 

«'          Miami 174  50 

"          West  New  York 5  00 

"          Virginia 32  00 

«         Iowa 166  60 

«          Illinois 9  42 

"          An  Unknown  Friend 5  00 

f  10,463  41 
From  October  19,  1868,  to  November,  1869: 

Classis  of  East  Susquehanna 65  00 

"           "                "            10  00 

"          Lancaster 5  00 

«'          St.  John's 5  00 

"          Goshenhoppen 32  00 

Interest  on  100  U.  S.  ,'i-20  bond 8  22 

F.  W.  McCeehan,  Knoxville,  Tenn 5  00 

Amount  carried  forward $130  22 
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Amount  brought  forward $     110^2 

Classis  of  Philadelphia H'S  '.0 

l,i:)4  00 

"          Mercersburg 412  44 

"          West  Susquehanna U'-^o  55 

5-4  82 

"           Maryland 514  80 

:)10  80 

"         Lebanon 1,282  93 

i5  00 

"          East  Pennsylvania 2ol  28 

''           92  75 

*•         West  New  York 5  00 

"          Westmoreland 598  50 

"          Zion 255  00 

"          Virfiinia 1  85 

"          Michigan 5  00 

"          Iowa 35  00 

Tiffin 50  00 


$6,598  74 

ASSETS, 

1st.     United  States  bonds,  $100,  July  and  January $100  00 

2d.      Loan  to  Chicago  Reformed  Church  (note) 5H08  00 

3d.      Loan  to  Rev.  J .  0.  xMiiler  (note) $(JUO  00 

Moneys  paid  out  from  November  28,  1866,  to  October  19,  1867.     To  whom, 
and  to  what  churches  paid  :  Cr. 

Balance  due  the  Treasurer  as  per  last  report $  2,398  8.3 

Rev.  D.  G.  Klein 

J.  T.  Kluge 

Dr.   G    Seibert 

Elder  Lef ever 

Rev.  J .  Klingler 

C.  A.  Limberg 

Clover  &  Stephany 

Daniel  Keeler,  Treasurer,  Williamsport,  Pa 

Rev.  J.  M.  Mickley  

W.  R.  Yearick 

T.  Cludius 

A.  Wanner 

A.  Romich 

Astoria  Churcli,  Illinois 

Rev.  J.  Voegi^lin . . 

J.  G.  Neuber 

M.  L.  Shuford 

Elder.  T    P.  Hutler 

Rev.  Dr.  H.  Kurtz 

H.  H.  W.  Hibschman 

G.  H.  ivlartin 

S.  Mease 

H.  A.  Winter 

F.  W.  Dechant 

J.  G.  Noss 

D.  B.  Albright 

0.  Lohr 

T.  Butler 

H'  Hanhart 

•    Amount  carried  forward $7,749  33 


25  00 

25  oO 

84  30 

25  00 

250  00 

500  00 

6  00 

l.-)0  00 

30  00 

205  19 

75  25 

112  04 

65  00 

Vii)   10 

20  00 

250  00 

41  26 

953  35 

250  CO 

215  00 

298  90 

247  84 

170  65 

11  58 

63  00 

396  00 

100  44 

490  35 

70  25 
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Amount  brought  forward $7,749  33 

Interest  to  James  Kent,  Santee  &  Co 20  00 

Diti'eieiice  on  premium 1  (33 

Chapel  re.idiiig   50  00 

Re V.  J .  H.  Darr 343  00- 

W.  B.  Sandoe    l:-9  00 ' 

AUooaa   Mission 743  50 

Jonas  Robinson,  Port  Clinton,  Pa 10  00 

Rev.  L.  K.  Uerr 22(i  00 

M.  Baclunan 1,197  50 

A    G.  Dole 94  88 

W.  Renter 28  00 

D.  D.  Leberman  (com.) , 1  21 

$10,594  05 
Paid  from  October  19,  1867,  to  October  19,  1868: 

Balance  due  the  Treasurer   $  2,037  08 

Rev.  M    L-  Siiuiord,  Reformed  Church,  Winchester,  Va 185  85 

J.  Riale,  Reiormed  Oliurch,  Tipton,  Iowa 100  00 

Daniel  Keeler,  VVilliainspon,  Pa   85  79 

Rev.  A.  Wanner,  Cuuiberland  and  Mt.  Savage    560  12 

Revs.  R-  H.  Losch  and  J.  D.ihlman,  Sen.,  Egg  Harbor  City,  N.  J. ...  l,--i82  05 

Rev.  F.  C.  Baumaii,  Spr.ng  Valley,  Iowa   305  GO 

D.  M.  Livers  and  Rev.  O.  E.  Lake,  Shelby ville.  111 108  7:2 

Rev.  L.  K.  Uerr,  Mahanoy  City,  Pa 285  89 

Joiui  Zoihnger,  Foreston,  ill    25  00 

Rev.  J.  B.  Poerner,   Minersville,  Pa 18  75 

Rev.  J.  Voegelin,  Emanuel  Church,  Bath,  Md 4.:8  10 

Rev.  M.  Bacuman,  5cn  Church,  Baltimore    110  00 

Rev.  A.  G.  Dole  and  E.  Poulson,  St.  John's  Ch.,  W.  Philadelphia..  191  00 

Rev.  F.  Kunzler,  Chicago,  III    1,000  00 

E.  H.  Dicli'enbaciier,  Loudon,  Pa   18  15 

W.  C.  Bennett,  Boiling  Springs    Pa 20  00 

A.  Romicli,  St.  Stephen's,  Piiiladelphia 10,2  73 

E.  Bensnig,  Cleveland,  Ohio    100  00 

J.  A.  B.uuier,  Allentown,  Pa    250  00 

J.  W.  Ebbinghaus,  Waslnngton,  D.  C 1,113  45 

G.  H.  ilartin,  Woodstock,  Va 991  82 

S.  H.  Reid,  Milton,  I'a   100  00 

D.  S.  Fouse,  Brandon,  Iowa  371  00 

J  •  A.   schultz,   Columbia,   Pa 13  00 

J.  G.  Noss.  Huntington,  Ind    52  00 

Win.  Roshoiig,  JNi ew    berlin.  Pa 93  21 

F.  W .  Dechant,  (com. ) 0  97 

Revs.  J.  Oberly  and  G.  Z.  Mecliling,  Hamilton,  Ohio 418  00 

Rev.  J.  U.  Derr,  Ai)ple  Creek,  Oluo 100  00 

St.  John's  Mission,  Reading,  Pa 450  00 

St.  Paul's       "                 "           "     30  00 

Emanuel's      "                 "          "     100  00 

Rev.  C.  Cast,  Lebanon,  Ohio 257  00 

Daniel  Yost,  Shamokin,  Pa 25  00 

Rev.  W.  R.  Yearick,  Doylestown,  Pa 100  00 

Jacob  Wiest,  Selin's  Grove,   Pa 100  00 

Rev.  H.  ShauU,  Ediuburg,  Va   60  00 

H    MuhUneier,  Howard's  Grove,  Wisconsin 10  00 

W.  L.  Graver,  Trumbaursville,  Pa ^ 100  00 

$11,706  26 
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Moneys  paid  out  from  October  19,  1868,  to  November  26,  1869.     To  whom, 
.and  to  what  churches  paid  : 

To  balance  due  the  Treasurer  as  per  last  report $  l,24-2  85 

Spring  Valley,  Iowa,  Reformed  Chuich 3.5  00 

Washington  City,  D.  C 851  35 

Pottsville,  Pa 13  00 

Woodstock,  Va 522  97 

Winchester,  Va 105  90 

I^dinburg,  Va. 58  00 

Pindlay,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio 50  00 

Prostburg,  Md..  Church 478  85 

Cumberland,  Md.,  Cliurch 104  65 

Egg  Harbor  City  Church 310  87 

Mahanoy  City,  Pa.,  Church 178  15 

Minersville,  Pa.,  Churcli 135  58 

Trinity  Church,  Philadelphia 1,500  00 

Williamsport,  Pa.,  Church 261  12 

Conestoga  Center,  Pa 15  00 

New  Providence 25  00 

Emanuel's  Church,  Baltimore,  Rev.  J.  Voegelin 644  00 

Emanuel's  Mission,  Pa 969  20 

Shamokin,  Pa 30  75 

Marysville,  Pa 10  00 

$  7,542  24 

RECAPITULATION. 

Dr. 
deceived  from  November  28,  1866,  to  October  19,  1767.  .$  8,556  97 
"  "      October  19,  1867,  to  October  19,  1868   ...    10,463  41 

"  "      October  19,  1868,  to  November  26,  1869.  .      6,598  14 

Total  amount  received $25,618  52 

Or. 

Balance  due  Treasurer  per  last  report %  2,398  83 

Paid  from  November  28,  1866,  to  October  19,  1867 8,195  22 

"  October  1!>,  1867,  to  October  19,  1 868 9,669  18 

"  October  19,  1868,  to  November  26, 1869 6,299  29 

26,562  52 
Less  amount  received 25,618  .52 

Balance  due  the  Treasurer $      944  00 

John  "Wiest,  Treasurer. 


6.  Report  of  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  would  respectfully  report  that 
they  had  placed  in  their  hands  the  following  documents: 

1.  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

2.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions. 

3.  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

4.  The  Report  of  the   Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions. 

5.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Church  Extension 
Fund. 

6 
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6.  A  communication  from  Rev.  Isaac  K.  Loos,  of  Bethlehem, 
Pa.,  in  which  he  gives  the  results  of  a  correspondence  with 
General  Gr.  M.  Dodge,  of  Omaha,  Agent  and  Trustee  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad,  in  regard  to  the  donation  of  lots  along 
the  route  of  said  railroad. 

7.  The  action  of  the  Eastern  Synod,  held  at  Danville,  Pa., 
October,  1869,  according  to  which  the  cause  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, as  carried  on  by  the  German  Evangelical  Missionary 
Society  in  the  United  States,  is  commended  to  the  liberality 
and  benevolence,  especially  of  the  German  portion,  of  our 
Church. 

Your  committee  have  given  these  documents  all  proper  at- 
tention. From  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
it  appears  that  nothing  has  been  done  by  that  Board  during 
the  past  three  years.  It  recommends  independent  operations 
in  the  foreign  field. 

Inasmuch  as  this  subject  has  been  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  to  consider  the  matter  of  co-operation  in  Foreign 
Missions  with  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  we  do  not 
deem  it  advisable  to  recommend  any  action  in  regard  to  it. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  we  learn  that  he  has  been  more  than  just  in  managing 
the  finances  of  the  Board.  He  has  not  only  allowed  seven  per 
cent,  interest  on  the  funds  in  his  hands,  but  compound  interest 
every  six  months.  He  reports  the  amount  in  hand  to  date, 
November  24,  1869,  is  82,257  91. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  we  learn 
that  ninety-seven  missions  have  been  under  its  care,  nine  of 
which  were  taken  up  since  the  last  report,  and  ten  have  be- 
come self-supporting.  Moreover,  since  the  last  report  a  num- 
ber of  these  missions  have  been  taken  in  charge  by  some  of 
the  Classes,  so  that  at  present  only  foi'ty  missions  are  under 
the  immediate  care  and  control  of  the  Board.  The  report  also 
speaks  in  the  most  commendatory  terms  of  the  self  denial 
shown  by  the  missionaries,  and  of  the  promising  state  of  our 
whole  missionary  work,  but  regrets  that  it  has  become  apparent 
and  impossible  to  rally  the  whole  Church  upon  a  general  and 
united  support  in  procuring  the  necessary  funds,  and  for  that 
and  other  reasons,  recommend  a  dissolution  of  the  Board. 

The  Treasurer  of  this  Board  reports  a  total  of  $32,225  35 
received  during  the  past  three  years;  due  the  Treasurer, 
$891  37,  and  due  several  missionaries  on  salaries,  $4:,532  12. 
Amount  appropriated  for  the  current  year,  $8,290. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Church  Extension  Fund  reports: 
Amount  received,  $25,618  15 ;  balance  due  the  Treasurer  at  date 
of  report,  $94-1:. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  not  only  that  there  is  no 
sufficient  reason  existing  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions,  as  suggested  by  the  Board  in  its  report,  but 
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that  there  is  the  loudest  and  most  urgent  call  for  a  more  vigorous 
and  liberal  prosecution  of  mission  work  in  every  part  of  our 
country — East  and  West,  North  and  South.  Accordingly  we 
would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resnlrerl,  That  the  Classes  and  congregations  be  and  hereby  are  most  earn- 
estly requested  to  make  early  and  special  eflorts  to  liquidate  the  indebtedness 
of  the  Board. 

liesolved,  That,  inasmuch  as  the  Lord  has  opened  a  wide  field  of  missionary 
labor  before  us  as  a  Church,  we  most  heartily  commend  anew  to  our-  Classes, 
congregations  and  members,  this  important  department  of  Church  work,  and 
urge  them  largely  to  increase  their  contributions. 

In  regard  to  the  communication  of  Rev.  Isaac  K.  Loos  your 
committee  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  this  communication  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Church  Ex- 
tension, with  the  request  tliat  this  Board  communicate  its  contents  to  our  mis- 
sionaries at  present  along  the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

Max  Stern, 
John  Beck, 
h.  j.  ruetenik, 
Joseph  Laubach, 
John  B.  Kieffer, 

Gomniittee. 


7.  Report  on  the  Subject  of  Foreign  Missions. 

The  Special  Committee  on  the  Overture  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America  ask 
leave  to  report: 

1.  That  the  Rev  John  Mason  Ferris  and  Rev.  John  Mc- 
Clellen  Holmes,  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  in  the  name  of 
their  Board,  presented  an  invitation  to  this  General  Synod  to 
co-operate  with  them  in  their  foreign  missionary  work.  They 
state  that  this  branch  of  their  Church  operations  is  prosecuted 
with  great  vigor  and  success.  Their  Board  occupies  a  large 
and  promising  field,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  they  kindly 
solicit  us  to  participate. 

2.  A  request  from  the  German  Evangelical  Missionary 
Society  in  the  United  States,  referred  to  this  Synod  by  the 
Eastern  Synod,  at  Danville,  asking  the  congregations  of  this 
body  to  co-operate  with  them  in  their  foreign  missionary  work. 
This  Society  founded  a  mission  in  India  a  few  years  ago,  through 
Rev.  Oscar  Lohr.  a  member  of  the  New  York  Classis.  Provi- 
dence has  opened  to  this  Society  a  rich  field  for  missionary 
operations,  in  which  a  large  Pagan  population  seems  to  be  ripe 
for  the  reception  of  the  gospel.     Your  committee  learn  that  a 
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large  number  of  German  pastors  and  congregations  of  this 
Synod  co-operate  with  tliis  Society  in  its  work. 

It  is  liighly  important  that  we,  as  a  Church,  should  increase 
our  eftbrts  in  behalf  of  this  imporiant  branch  of  Church  activity, 
for  which,  of  late,  we  have  done  by  far  too  little. 

Your  committee  submit  the  following  for  the  adoption  of 
this  Synod: 

Eesolved,  That  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  this  General  Synod  be  in- 
structed to  select  and  take  charge  of  a  suitable  field  for  foreign  missionary 
work  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 

Jie»t/h'(d,  That,  in  the  meantime,  this  Synod  recommends  to  all  the  pastors 
and  congregations  of  the  Reformed  Church  to  co-operate  with  the  German 
Evangelical  Missionary  Society  in  the  United  States,  and  that  tlie  annual  in- 
terest of  the  money,  at  present  in  tlie  hands  of  its  Treasurer  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, be  paid  to  tlie  aforesaid  Society. 

E€.t(jlved,  That  this  Synod  has  with  pleasure  heard  the  invitation  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  but  that  in 
view  of  the  arrangement  just  made  on  tlie  subject  of  Foreign  Missions,  we  are 
not  prepared  to  accept  of  this  invitation. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

Benjamin  Bausman, 
John  F.  Busciie, 
John  S.  Stahr, 
David  Dieffenbacher. 

Committee. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  Avas  instructed  to  inform  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Eeformed 
Church  in  America  of  this  Sj^nod's  action  respecting  their 
overture  on  the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions. 


union    with    the  reformed    church    in    AMERICA. 

The  Special  Committee  on  a  closer  union  with  the  Eeformed 
Chui^ch  in  America  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted: 

To  the  Reverend  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States: 

Your  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  Item  10  of 
the  Eeport  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
referring  to  a  closer  union  with  the  Eeformed  Church  in 
America;  also  Item  18  of  the  Eeport  of  the  Committee  on 
Minutes  of  District  Synods,  and  Item  9  of  the  Eeport  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  Classis,  having  reference  to  the 
same  subject,  with  instructions  to  report  during  the  sessions 
of  this  Synod,  would  respectfully  submit  the  following: 
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This  Synod  feels  that  a  closer  union  between  two  bodies  so 
intimately  related  in  doctrine,  cultus  and  name,  would  be  both 
natural  and  desirable  so  soon  as  that  consummation  can  bo 
reached  with  the  cordial  consent  of  both  chxirchts.  We  cor- 
dially reciprocate  the  kind  feeling  that  has  for  several  years 
found  expression  through  the  delegates  of  the  Eeformed 
Church  in  America  and  other  authoritative  channels  touching 
this  matter.  We  rejoice  in  the  growing  friendly  relation  of 
these  two  Protestant  bodies,  and  are  ready  to  co-operate  in  all 
proper  movements  looking  to  a  closer  union,  but  we  do  not  see 
our  way  clear  at  this  time  to  take  any  more  definite  action  on 
this  subject.  Kespectfully  submitted, 

E.  K.  EscHBACH,  Chairman. 


INCORrORATION  OF  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

The  committee  appointed  during  the  triennial  sessions  of 
the  General  Synod  at  Dayton,  to  prepare  and  submit  the  form 
of  a  charter  for  the  incorporation  of  the  General  Synod,  pre- 
sented their  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is  as 
follows : 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  General  Synod  at  Dayton 
to  pi-epare  a  charter  for  this  Body,  respectfully  report: 

That,  inasmuch  as  the  General  Synod  is  now  in  process  of 
modifying  its  character,  powers  and  relations,  it  is,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  committee,  premature  to  draft  a  charter  of 
incorporation  at  this  time,  and  request  therefore  to  be  dis- 
charged.from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 
PtespectfuUy  submitted, 

E.  V.  Gerhart,  Chairman. 


ARTICLES  OP  INCORPORATION    OF    A  CONGREGATION. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  General  Synod  at  Dayton 
to  prepare  a  charter  of  incorporation  for  a  congregation,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  General  Synod  at  Dayton^ 
Ohio,  1866,  to  prepare  a  form  of  charter  for  the  General  Synod, 
beg  leave  to  report  the  following  Articles  of  Incorporation: 

Section  1.  A   ,  B  ,    C ,  and  others,  and 

their  successors;  members  of  the  Keformed  Church  at , 

in  the   county  of  ,  in  the  State  of ,  be  and  are 

hereby  erected  into  a  body  politic,  and  corporate  in  deed  and 
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in  law,  by  the  name  of  the Reformed  Church  of , 

whose  object  shall  be  to  provide  its  members  with  the  preach- 
ing of  the  gospel,  the  administration  of  the  sacraments,  and 
the  other  means  of  grace,  in  accordance  with  the  Confession  of 
Faith  known  as  the  Heidelberg  Catechism. 

Section  2.  The  property-,  personal,  real  and  mixed,  of  said 
corporation,  shall  be  managed  by  a  Board  of  Trustees,  one- 
third  of  whom  shall  be  annually  elected  by  the  qualified  mem- 
bers of  said  congi-egation,  at  such  times  and  in  such  a  way  as 
may  be  specified  in  the  by-laws  of  said  corporation.  And  said 
Trustees  shall  be  taken  from  the  members  of  the  Consistory; 
provided,  if,  for  auy  reason,  the  election  for  said  Trustees  shall 
not  occur  at  the  regular  time  appointed,  said  corporation  be  not 
dissolved,  and  said  Trustees  shall  hold  over  their  ofiice,  until 
such  times  when  an  election  shall  be  held,  agreeably  with  the 
by-laws  of  said  corporation. 

Section  3.  Said  corporation,  by  the  name  and  stjMe  afore- 
said, shall  have  perpetual  succession,  and  shall  have  power  to 
exercise  all  the  rights  and  functions  belonging  to  a  body  politic; 
shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  and  equity,  to  take,  purchase, 
hold,  and  receive,  to  them  and  their  successors,  lor  the  use  of 
said  church,  lands,  tenements,  goods  and  chattels,  of  whatso- 
ever kind,  nature  or  quality,  real  or  personal  or  mixed,  which 
now  is,  or  shall  hereafter  become  the  property  of  said  corpora- 
tion or  be  held  tor  their  use,  by  gii't,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  con- 
versance, bequest,  or  otherwise,  from  an}^  person  whatsoever 
capable  of  making  the  same — and  the  same  to  sell,  improve  or 
dispose  of,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  church,  as  may  be 
directed  by  two-thirds  of  the  qualified  voters  of  said  congre- 
gation present  at  any  meeting  convened  for  such  purpose,  upon 
due  notice  being  given — provided,  that  they  do  not  divert  any 
of  said  property  from  its  intended  use  as  originally  held,  de- 
vised, granted  or  given.  And  no  alienation  of  the  corporate 
property,  to  a  purpose,  w\iich  is  not  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  object  for  which  the  property  was  held  or  donated  to  the 
corporation,  shall  be  valid,  except  it  have  the  express  sanction 
of  the  Classis  or  Synod  of  the  Church,  in  whose  bounds  it  is 
located,  in  accordance  with  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  said 
Church. 

Section  4.  The  spiritual  interests  of  the  corporation  or 
congregation,  shall  be  attended  to  by  the  Pastor  and  Elders  of 
said  Church,  as  provided  for  by  the  Constitution  of  the  He- 
formed  Church  in  the  United  States;  whilst  all  the  other  in- 
ternal or  secular  affairs  of  the  congregation,  not  already  pro- 
vided for,  shall  be  managed  by  the  Consistory  of  said  congre- 
gation— composed  of  Pastors,  Elders  and  Deacons,  as  provided 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  the  United 
States.  Of  the  Elders  and  Deacons  first  elected  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  charter,  one-third  shall  hold  their  office  tor  one 
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year,  one-third  for  two  years,  one-third  for  three  years — and 
thereafter  one-third  shall  be  annually  elected  to  supply  the 
ivacancies  as  they  occur,  which  election  shall  be  held  accord- 
ng  to  the  rules  established  by  the  by-laws. 

Section  5.  That  A ,  B ,  and  C ,  named 

in  the  first  section  of  these  acts  of  incorporation,  be  and  hereby 
are  constituted  Trustees  of  said  corporation,  until  the  time  of 
the  first  election  under  this  act. 

And  this  corporation  shall  have  power  from  time  to  time,  to 
adopt,  alter  and  amend  such  by-laws  as  it  may  see  fit — pro- 
vided they  do  not  conflict  with  the  aforesaid  articles  in  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Eeiormed  Church  in  the  United  States — the 
Constitution  of  the  State  in  which  it  is  located — and  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

J.  O.  Miller,  Chairman. 


The  Committee  on  Form  of  Charter  for  Incorporation  of 
a  Congregation,  incurred  expenses  amounting  to  $2  00,  which 
amount  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  instructed  to  pay. 


DR.  BOMBERGER'S  COMPLAINT   AGAINST   DANVILLE  SYNOD. 

The  special  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  complaint 
of  Eev.  Dr.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger  against  the  action  of  the 
Eastern  Synod  at  Danville  respecting  himself,  submitted  the 
following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted. 

Your  committee  appointed  to  ascertain  whether  the  com- 
plaint of  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D.,  against  the  action  of  the 
Danville  Synod,  pp.  30,  33  and  34,  be  in  order,  report  re- 
spectfully that  the  said  complaint  is  irregular  for  the  following 
reasons: 

First.  That  immediate  notice  was  not  given  to  Synod  of  the 
intention  of  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D  ,  to  complain,  as  re- 
quired by  the  Constitution  of  the  Church.  See  Con.,  Articles 
30  and  33. 

Second.  That  the  reasons  for  such  complaint  were  not 
lodged  with  the  President  of  said  Synod  within  ten  days  after 
the  adjournment.     See  Con.,  Article  30. 

In  view  of  these  facts  your  committee  find  the  complaint 
not  in  order  and  therefore  no  action  can  be  taken  by  this 
Synod.  Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  Chairman. 
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orphans'  homes. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Orphans'  Homes  reported. 
The  report  was  received,  amended  and  adopted;  and  is  found 
as  1*^0.  4,  of  the  reports  bearing  on  the  subject  of  Orphan 
Homes,  as  follows : 

1.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Beformed  Church  in  the 
United  States: 

Fathers  and  Brethren, — Immediately  after  the  re-election  by 
the  General  Synod  at  its  late  meeting  held  in  Dayton,  O.,  of 
two  members  to  fill  the  Board,  it  was  reorganized  by  the 
election  of  Eev.  J.  "W.  Nevin.  D.  D.,  President,  Eev.  Geo.  B. 
Eussell,  Secretary,  and  Elder  G.  S.  Griffiih,  Treasurer. 

No  special  business  claimed  the  attention  of  this  General 
Board  during  the  interval.  The  affairs  of  the  several  local 
Boards  of  the  Homes,  at  Womelsdorf,  and  at  Butlev,  Pa.,  have 
been  successfully  carried  forward,  without  any  official  action 
being  reqnried  from  this  Board. 

Both  Homes  are  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition.  A 
summary  of  their  operations,  as  far  as  reported,  we  herewith 
submit  to  the  General  Synod.  It  will  be  observed  that  the 
St.  Paul's  Home  has  secured  a  most  eligible  proj^erty  at  Butler, 
Pa.  And  the  Shepherd  of  the  Lambs,  at  Womelsdorf,  have 
also  an  unsurpassed  location.  Both  have  made  all  but  the  last 
payments  on  their  purchases.  The  Church  has  responded  nobly 
to  this  call  of  practical  Christianity;  and  the  good  work  has  a 
firm  hold  on  the  hearts  of  the  people.  Alms  deeds,  as  the 
fruit  of  faith  and  love,  will  not  allow  the  cry  of  the  fatherless 
to  remain  unheard. 

Some  sixty  ttiousand  dollars  have  been  expended,  since  the 
last  meeting  of  this  Body,  by  the  two  Orphan  Homes  now  in  suc- 
cessful operation.  The  amount  of  liabilities  due  hy  them  is, 
respectively,  about  $2,000  00  for  St.  Paul's  and  S10,000  00  for 
the  Shepherd  of  the  Lambs. 

There  is  now  a  balance  of  cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  General  Board  of  $783  80,  and  a  bond  regularly 
executed,  for  $1,000  Oc),  bearing  interest. 

Of  the  cash  in  hand,  $500  00  were  given  on  the  condition 
that  there  be  an  Orphan  Home  established  at  Frederick,  Md.,  in 
Eev.  Dr.  l^acharias'  charge.  Some  steps  were  taken  several 
years  since  toward  this  object.  But  as  far  as  is  known  to  this 
Board  the  institution  has  not  yet  been  fully  organized.  It  is 
understood,  however,  that  between  two  and  three  thousand  dol- 
lars are  already  in  hand  for  that  purpose. 

By  limitation  of  the  charter,  the  term  of  office  of  Elders 
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G.  S.  Griffith  and  Charles  Santee  expires  as  members  of  this 
Board.  It  will  be  therefore  necessary  to  elect  two  persons  to 
fill  the  vacancies  thus  created. 

Eespectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Board, 

J.  W.  Is'evin,  President, 
Geo.  B.  Eussell,  Secretary. 

2.  Report  of  the  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the  Orphan  Home 

at  Wojnelsdorf,  Pa. 

Money  received  for  the  Home  from  July  28,  186G,  to  Nov.  1, 
1869: 

18fi6  to  'C7 $16,398  42 

18(57  "  'C8 1(;,236  68 

1868  "  '69 15,9b9  32 

Oct.  1869  to  Nov.  1,  18G9 9,511  35 

Total 58,135  77 

Paid  on  the  New  Home: 

Oct.  1867,  1st.  payment $10,000  00 

Oct.  1868, -2(1  "        8,l--6  67 

Oct.  ie69,  3d  "         8,."!S6  65 

For  removal  to  New  Home,  about 2,000  00 

Improvements  on  new  property 3,000  OO 

Total .$27,713  32 

Leaving  a  balance  of  ^26,422  45  for  the  use  of  the  Home. 
During  this  time  the  Home  was  helped  by  good  friends  with 
clothing,  bedding  and  provisions. 

D.  B.  Albright,  Superintendent, 
Wm.  D.  Gross,   Treasurer. 

3.  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  St.  PauVs  Orphan  Home, 

Butler  County,  Pa. 

To  the  Reverend  General  Synod  of  the  German  Beformep 
Church  assembled  in  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Philadelphia,  Pa. : 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren, — The  undersigned  begs  leave 
to  report  to  your  Reverend  Body  the  beginning,  the  success,  the 
prospects  and  the  wants  of  St.  Paul's  Orphan  Home  at 
Butler,  Pa. 

Some  few  years  ago,  the  subject  of  founding  a  Home  for 
orphans,  destitute  lambs  o^'  Christ's  flock,  was  brought  before 
the  Classis  of  Clarion.  Three  years  ago  St.  Paul's  Classis, 
formerly  a  part  of  Clarion,  resolved  to  enter  into  this  work,  in 
connection  with  Clarion  and  Westmoreland  Classes. 

The  Father  of  the  fatherless,  in  his  all-wise  providence, 
directed  our  steps  to  the  present  location.  This  valuable 
property  was  formerly  owned  by  Mr.  Christian  Siebert,  an 
elder  of  the  Biitler  Mission,  and  by  him  sold  to  us  for  the  sum 
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of  $8,000  00,  after  which  he  subscribed  himself  $1,000  00  to 
the  Home. 

The  Home  is  distant  about  half  a  mile  from  the  town  of 
Butler.  It  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  finest  buildings  in  the 
county.  It  is  surrounded  with  beautiful  shrubbery  and  shade- 
trees,  and  stands  on  an  eminence  which  commands  a  lovely 
view  of  the  surrounding  country.  The  building  is  well  con- 
structed, and  contains  twenty  large  rooms,  all  neatlj^  finished. 
There  are  also  belonging  to  it  thirty  acres  of  land,  on  which 
is  a  good  orchard  with  the  choicest  of  fruit-trees.  We  will 
also  soon  have  the  advantages  of  a  railway,  as  they  are  now 
making  one  from  this  point  to  Freeport,  a  station  on  the  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  Railroad. 

The  first  orphans  were  received  on  the  28th  of  November, 
1867,  and  the  Home  was  formally  opened,  by  interesting  public 
services,  on  the  10th  day  of  December,  following.  It  is  now 
exactly  two  j^ears  since  it  came  into  existence.  At  present  it 
contains  thirty-eight  orphans.  kSome  of  these  when  received 
were  in  a  wretched  condition,  neglected  in  the  highest  degree, 
both  bodily  and  spiritually;  some  did  not  know  what  prayer 
was,  and  had  never  heard  the  blessed  name  of  Jesus.  Oh,  what 
a  blessing  to  such  children,  to  be  taken  from  the  cold  charity 
of  the  world,  and  to  be  received  into  the  open  arms  of  the 
Church,  which  as  a  spiritual  mother  takes  them  up,  and  pro- 
vides for  their  temporal  and  spiritual  wants.  If  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  would  fully  appreciate  the  words  of  our 
blessed  Savior,  "  Whoso  shall  receive  one  such  little  child  in 
m}^  name  receiveth  me,"  and  "  Inasmuch  as  j*d  have  done  it 
unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  je  have  done  it  to  me,"  how 
cheerfully  would  they  join  in  this  blessed  cause,  with  heart 
and  hand,  and  not  lay  upon  us  the  necessity,  for  want  of 
means,  of  rejecting  an}'  poor  orphan  that  knocks  at  our  doors. 

Although  this  Institation  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  its  good 
fruit  is  already  visible.  Our  labor  in  this  Home,  though 
attended  with  much  self-denial,  has  not  been  in  vain;  the  Lord 
has  crowned  it  with  abundant  success ;  to  him  alone  be  the  honor 
and  glory.  Frequently  when  things  would  look  dark  and 
gloomy,  our  Father  in  heaven  would  dispel  the  clouds,  and 
bring  again  bright  sunshine. 

The  whole  amount  of  money  received  is  in  round  numbers 
about  S9,000  00.  In  addition  to  this,  donations  were  received 
in  the  way  of  provisions  and  clothing  to  the  value  of  several 
thousand  more.  About  one-third  of  this  amount  was  received 
from  the  State,  though  there  are  far  more  than  that  proportion 
of  soldiers'  orphans.  The  debt  still  remaining  on  the  prop- 
erty is  82,100  00.  Winter  is  at  our  doors,  and  warm  clothing 
is  needed  b}^  our  thirty-one  boys  and  eight  girls.  More 
orphans  are  applying  for  admission.  The  Church  is  loudly 
called  upon  to  come  up  to  our  heljD,  and  work  in  this  noble 
Christian  cause. 
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"We  earnestly  commend  this  Home  to  the  good  wishes  and 
prayers  of  your  Reverend  Body,  as  we  also  earnestly  pray  that 
the  blessing  ot  the  Lord  may  rest  upon  you  and  guide  you  in 
all  your  deliberations  for  the  glory  of  his  name  and  the  pros- 
jjerity  of  Zion.     Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  A.  LiMBERG,  Superintendent  of  St.  Paul's  Orphan  Home. 

4.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Orphan  Homes. 

The  Committee  of  the  Synod  on  Orphan  Homes  beg  leave 
to  report  that  the  following  pa^iers  have  been  placed  in  their 
hands: 

1.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Orphan  Homes. 
2.  The  report  of  Rev.  C.  A.  Limberg,  Superintendent  of  St. 
Paul's  Orphan  Home  at  Butler,  Pa.  3.  A  letter  from  the  Rev. 
Frederick  Pfeilfer,  containing  an  offer  to  the  Synod,  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Buendter,  of  a  farm  of  160  acres  of  land  and  a 
stone  house  in  Montgomery  County,  Kansas,  for  an  orphan 
asyhim,  ttpon  certain  conditions  specified. 

In  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  we  find  one  item 
requiring  action,  viz:  The  election  of  two  members  of  the 
Board  to  fill  the  places  of  Elders  G.  S.  Griffith  and  Charles 
Santee,  whose  terms  of  office  have  expired. 

As  regards  the  oft'er  of  Mr.  Charles  Buendter,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  that  it  should  be  respectfully  declined, 
1,  because  the  location  of  the  farm  is  too  remote,  and  2,  be- 
cause the  offer  is  encumbered  by  condit^'ons  with  which  it 
would  be  difficult  to  comply. 

In  view  of  the  amount  of  debt  resting  upon  the  two  Homes 
at  Butler  and  AVomelsdorf  (about  ^2,000  00  in  the  one  case, 
and  §10,000  00  in  the  other),  and  in  order  to  promote  and  ex- 
tend their  usefulness,  increased  liberality  on  the  part  of  the 
Church  toward  these  most  worthy  charities  is  needed.  An  ap- 
peal has  been  made  to  the  children  of  Sunday-schools  in  behalf 
of  the  orphans,  and  nobly  responded  to  in  many  instances. 
And,  as  it  is  a  work  of  benevolence  peculiarly  suited  to  them, 
and,  as  by  general  co-operation  they  could  of  themselves  easily 
sustain  the  Homes  already  established,  we  would  propose  the 
following  resolutions: 

Jt'esolred,  That  the  cause  of  the  orphans  be  commended  to  the  cordial  sym- 
pathy and  support  of  the  Sunday-schools  throughout  our  communion,  and  that  they 
be  requested  to  take  up  collections  on  their  behalf  during  the  approaching 
Christmas  festival. 

Resolrerl,  That  the  Orphan  Homes  he  commended  to  the  sympathy  and  lib- 
erality of  our  congregations  and  memljers. 

EespectfuJly  submitted, 

Thos.  C.  Porter, 
Peter  Vitz, 
James  Bossard, 
Wm.  a  Wilt, 
John  Zollinger, 

Committee. 
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The  election  of  members  of  Boards  was  reconsidered,  and 
thereupon,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  charter 
and  the  recommendation  of  tlie  Board  of  Directors,  Elders 
Goldsboro  S.  Griffith  and  Charles  Santee,  whose  term  of  office 
had  expired,  were  re-elected  as  members  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  Orphan  Homes. 


CONTINGENT  EXPENSES   OF    SYNOD. 

The  Committee  on  Assessment  of  fifty  cents  on  each  mem- 
ber, to  defray  in  part  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  this  Synod, 
submitted  the  following  rei^ort,  which  was  received  and 
adopted : 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  to  collect  the 
fifty  cents  assessment  from  each  of  its  members  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defraying  in  part  the  expenses  of  General  Synod,  beg 
leave  very  respectfully  to  report: 

That  they  have  attended  to  the  duties  of  their  appointment, 
and  collected  the  sum  of  ninety-five  dollars,  which  they  are 
ready  to  pay  over  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  B.  Martin, 
Wm.  H.  Seibert. 


OHIO  SYNOD  S  request  TO  PUBLISH  HYMN  BOOKS  AND  CATECHISMS. 

The  Committee  on  the  Eequest  of  the  Ohio  Synod,  through 
the  General  Synod,  to  the  Eastern  Synod,  to  give  it  the  righ- 
to publish  or  republish  the  hymn  books  and  catechisms  in  gent 
eral  use  in  the  Church,  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adoj)ted: 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
adojDted  by  the  Synod  of  Ohio  and  Adjacent  States  requesting, 
throrgh  the  General  Sjmod,  that  the  Eastern  Synod  give  the 
Synod  of  Ohio  and  Adjacent  States  the  right  to  publish  or  re- 
publish the  hymn  books  and  catechisms  in  general  use  in  the 
Church,  beg  leave  to  made  the  following  report: 

That  they  have  considered  the  project,  and  think  that  the 
division  of  the  Book  Operations  of  the  Church  would  be 
suicidal,  no  denomination  being  able  to  sustain  properly  more 
than  one  general  Book  Publishing  Board. 

The  whole  Church  is  benefited  hy  the  operations  of  the 
Book  Publishing  interest,  though  at  present  the  Board  is  under 
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the  control  of  a  single  Synod.  It  ought  to  be  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  General  S3'nod;  and  should  this  Synod  become 
properly  constituted,  this  transfer  can  ihen  be  made. 

The  committee   would   reepectiully  submit  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  advisable  to  divide  the  Book  Publishing  interest. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Daniel  W.  Gross, 
Adam  B.  Wingerd, 
John  Schaeffer, 
Thomas  Deshler, 
Jacob  Zimmer, 

Committee. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  attention  of  the  General  Synod  was  called  to  the  fact 
that  when  it  originated  its  "Sunday-School  Association,"  at 
the  meeting  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  in  1863.  it  required  that  Associ- 
ation to  provide  a  form  of  Constitution  for  the  regulation  of 
its  affairs,  to  be  submitted  for  adoption  by  the  General  Synod; 
and  that  the  report  of  said  Association  made  at  Dayton,  0.,  in 
18G6,  was  not  adopted  b}^  the  General  Synod;  and,  conse- 
quently, that  the  Constitution  there  offered  has  not  been 
adopted  by  the  General  Synod. 


report  on  the  STATE  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  re- 
ported. The  report  was  received  and  adopted,,  and  is  as 
follows: 

Fathers  and  Brethren, — One  hundred  and  twenty -three  years 
ago  there  met  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  the  first  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  i^orth  America  It  was  composed  of 
thirty-one  ministers  and  elders,  rejjresenting  a  few  thousand 
souls.  Kow,  we  meet  here  in  the  same  city  as  the  General 
Synod  of  the  same  Church,  Bumbering  nearly  two  hundred 
delegates,  representing  550  ministers,  1,200  congregations, 
and  250,000  baptized  souls.  What  a  work  of  faith  and  love, 
of  trial  and  suffering,  of  triumph  and  joy,  lie  between  them 
am'  now!  The  grain  of  mustard  seed  has  become  a  large  tree, 
so  that  the  fowls  of  the  air  ma^^  come  and  lodge  in  the  branches 
thereof.     The  few  gathered  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  have  had 
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his  promised  blessing  resting  upon  their  work,  even  beyond 
the  measure  of  their  expectations.  Thanks  and  praises  be  to 
him  for  it. 

From  the  reports  laid  before  your  committee,  we  gather, 
along  with  much  that  shows  defect  or  calls  for  lamentation,  the 
cheering  intelligence,  that  the  Church  has  been  steadily  mov- 
ing onward  since  the  last  meeting  of  this  Synod,  in  the 
strengthening  and  extension  of  the  various  interests  intrusted 
to  her  chari^e.     The  leading  facts  appear  to  be  these: 

First.  The  Word  and  Sacraments  have  been  regularly  dis- 
pensed throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  borders. 
With  regard  to  this  fundamental  work  of  the  Christian  Church, 
there  is  manifest  but  one  mind,  and  the  most  laudable  zeal. 
The  Word  is  preached  from  the  pulpit;  in  the  lecture-room, 
and  during  catechisation,  more  and  more;  not  in  the  feebleness 
and  uncertainity  of  private  opinion,  but  in  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  speaking  in  the  faith  and  in  the  history  of  the 
Church.  The  Sacraments  are  held  in  high  honor,  and  the 
number  of  those  who  seek  the  blessings  connected  with  them 
is  continually  increasing. 

Second.  As  the  edification  of  the  saints  in  Christ's  kingdom 
is  its  first  work,  so  the  extension  of  its  borders,  the  gathering 
in  of  the  lost  and  the  straying,  is  the  second.  "  Go  ye,  there- 
fore, and  make  all  nations  my  discijiles  by  baptizing  and 
teaching,"  is  still  the  standing  commission.  The  reports  show, 
that  we  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  injunction  contained 
in  it.  Though  we  have  not  carried  on  foreign  missions,  tech- 
nically so  called,  yet  we  have  labored  among  different  nation- 
alities within  the  limits  of  our  own  vast  country,  and  the  labor 
has  not  been  in  vain.  The  General  Synod's  Board  has  had 
nearly  one  hundred  missionaries  on  its  list,  and,  despite  all  the 
disadvantages  with  which  it  has  had  to  contend,  has  done  what 
twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago  it  would  have  been  deemed  chimer- 
ical to  propose.  The  JSTorthwestern  Synod  has  had  a  separate 
Board  of  Missions,  as  had  also  several  of  the  Classes,  some  of 
these  among  the  strongest.  We  thank  God  that,  though  human 
imperfections  have  their  traces  left  upon  the  efforts,  he  has 
richly,  and  beyond  all  our  merit,  blessed  us  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  results.  Many  people  have  been  brought  in,  many 
congregations  gathered,  but  there  is  still  a  great  un reaped  field, 
ripe  for  the  harvest,  into  which  we  are  invited  to  go. 

Third.  The  District  Synods,  seem  to  be  impressed  with  the 
great  importance  of  increasing  the  funds,  enlarging  the  corps 
of  instructors,  widening  and  intensitying  the  influence  of  the 
various  literary  and  theological  institution.^  upon  the  people. 
This  is  felt  to  be  one  of  the  most  powerful  means  of  elevating 
the  masses  of  the  Church  as  such,  and  in  their  relation  to 
society  and  the  community  in  general ;  of  working  aggressively 
upon  the   world  and   sin   in  every  form ;  of  multiplying  the 
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gospel  ministry;  of  aiding  in  the  permanent,  normal  adjust- 
ment of  the  bearings  of  religion  to  science  and  civilization  in 
their  widest  range.  All  the  Synods,  according  to  their  re- 
spective wants  and  circumstances,  are  alike  active  and  per- 
sistent in  this  matter,  and  look  confidently  to  their  people 
for  doing  deeds  that  shall  not  be  put  to  shame  by  their  ability 
and  privileges. 

Fourth.  The  reports  in  the  hands  of  your  committee  show 
plentiful  reference  to  liturgies  and  the  general  subject  of 
worship.  It  is  manifest  that  the  whole  Church  feels  the 
weight  of  this  interest,  and  seeks  earnestly  to  come  more  and 
more  into  the  clear  with  regard  to  it.  In  all  the  documents  the 
hope  is  expressed,  that  the  final  result  will  be  one  becoming  the 
character  of  that  branch  of  the  Church  universal  here  repre- 
sented, tending  to  promote  the  devotion  of  the  peo2)le  and  the 
glory  of  God. 

Fifth.  The  publication  by  the  Synods  of  several  news- 
papers, reviews,  magazines,  and  Sundaj^-school  papers,  German 
and  English,  has  been  continued  unbroken,  and  their  prosperity 
is  of  better  promise  than  formerly.  As  regards  them  the 
membership  is,  however,  not  doing  as  well  as  it  might.  The 
list  of  subscribers  to  each  one  should  be  doubled,  and  could  be 
trebled  in  a  single  year.  Were  this  done,  a  favorable  reaction 
upon  the  contents  and  character  of  the  pulications  themselves, 
would  take  place.  The  Synods  have  also  made  a  good  begin- 
ning in  evoking,  publishing,  and  sending  into  the  congrega- 
tions, a  definite  Church  literature,  thus  seeking  to  meet  grad- 
ually, a  want  long  felt,  and  constantly  growing. 

Sixth.  The  report  shows  clear  as  day  that  we  represent  a 
working  Church.  The  fields  are  many;  the  laborers  few.  Our 
ministers  work  hard,  as  a  rule,  as  long  as  they  can.  Their  re- 
ward they  await  above:  it  is  a  small  one  they  receive  here. 
Overworked  as  they  are,  their  record  in  the  world  of  thought, 
of  ideas,  is  none  of  which  this  Synod  needs  be  ashamed.  And 
the  elements  of  preparation  at  hand  for  the  future  are  such  as 
may  well  inspire  us  with  self  respect  and  hope  over  against  the 
conflicting  tendencies  and  violent  clash  of  opinions,  good  and 
bad,  in  the  country  and  age  in  which  we  live.  Inuring  the 
past  three  years  there  has  been  a  clear  increase  above  ail  the 
losses  in  our  statistics  of  one  District  Synod,  three  Classes, 
thirty-six  ministers  and  ten  thousand  members. 

Seventh.  Death  has  also  been  active  among  the  member- 
ship represented  by  this  General  Synod.  Eleven  thousand 
and  eiyhty-six  members  are  on  the  roll,  which  have  been 
called,  one  by  one,  to  take  his  place  with  the  departed.  VYe 
sorrow  with  families  made  desolate,  hearts  Avounded  by  sepa- 
ration, little  ones  made  orphans.  The  number  of  ministers 
ceasing  from  their  labors,  and  entering  upon  their  rest,  in- 
creases from  one  triennial  meeting  to  another.     It  is  our  sad 
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duty  to  record  in  our  necrology  the  following  names:  Samuel 
Heltfenstein,  D.  D.,  Samuel  Gutelius,  Henry  Harbaugh,  D.  D., 
Eobert  Douglass,  E.  B.  Wilson,  Daniel  Zelier,  Samuel  Helffen- 
stein,  Jr.,  Albert  Heltfenstein,  Sr.,  Isaac  Steely,  Henry  Wag- 
ner, Daniel  G.  Bragonier  and  Daniel  Hertz,  of  the  Eastern 
Synod;  the  Licentiate  Frederick  Moyer,  of  Ohio  Synod,  and 
Hev.  J.  Hoyman  and  F.  H.  Wahlers,  of  the  Northwestern 
Synod.  "Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from 
henceforth:  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their 
labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 

And  now  to  the  Father  who  has  created  us,  to  the  Son  who 
lias  redeeoied  us,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost  who  sanctifies  us,  be 
honor  and  glory,  world  without  end.     Amen. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  K.  Levan, 
J.  G.  Zahner, 
H.  M.  Herman, 

C.  Cast, 

D.  S.  DiEFFENBACHER, 

Committee. 
[The  Statistical  Tables  accompanying  this  report  will  be 

found  at  the  end  of  these  Minutes.] 


Synod    adjourned   until   eight    o'clock    this   evening,   and 
closed  with  singing,  and  prayer  by  Rev.  Daniel  Feete. 


Friday  Evening,  Dec.  3,  8  o'clock. 
Synod  met,  and  was  opened  with  singing,  and  j^x-ayer  by 
Rev.  Wm.  H.  Fenneman. 


CORRESPONDENCE    WITH    SISTER    CHURCHES. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  recommitted,  and 
subsequently  again  received,  and  adopted.     It  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches, 
would  respectfully  report  that  nothing  deserving  the  attention 
of  this  Synod  was  referred  to  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  M.  Titzel,  Chairman. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 

The  following  preambles  and  resolutions,  in  regard  to  tho 
several  matters  indicated,  were  adopted  during  the  sessions  of 
the  General  Synod. 

1.  Germantown  Church  Property. 

Resolved,  That  the  Philadelphia  Classis  be  instructed  to  in- 
stitute measures  to  secure  the  property  of  the  Eeforraed  Church 
of  GermantowD,  Pa  ,  which  has  been  alienated,  contrary  to  law, 
from  the  Eastern  Synod,  to  whose  jurisdiction  and  cave  its 
projDerty  belongs. 


2.  Reformed  CJiurch  at  Wakeshma,  Mich. 

Whereas,  The  Petition  of  the  Eeformed  Church  of  "Wa- 
keshma, Mich.,  which  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Church  Ex- 
tension, in  view  of  the  embarrassed  condition  of  said  Board, 
can  not  be  granted;  and, 

Whereas,  The  said  Church  is  in  a  needy  condition,  requir- 
ing immediate  relief;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  authorizes  the  Pastor,  tho  Rev. 
Samuel  Z.  Beam,  to  visit  tho  churches  within  our  bounds  for 
the  collection  of  funds,  and  recommend  him  to  their  sympathy 
and  assistance. 


3.  Reformed  Church  in  Boston. 

The  Rev.  Louis  B.  Schwarz  appeared  on  the  floor  of  Synod, 
and  by  permission  made  some  statements  in  regard  lo  the  im- 
portance, prospects  and  wants  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
Boston,  and  asked  aid  in  the  erection  of  their  church  edifice; 
therefore, 

Resohed,  That  the  cause  represented  by  the  Rev.  Louis  B- 
Schwarz  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  and 
that  our  churches  are  earnestly  requested  to  take  a  special  in- 
terest in  our  Boston  Mission. 


4.   The. Opening  Sermon. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Synod  bo  re- 
turned to  the  Rev.  Daniel  Zacharias,  D.  D.,  for  ihe  opening 
sermon,   so   appropriate    to   the    season   of    Advent,    on    the 
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ere  of  which  our  sessions  began,  and  that  he  be  respectfully 
requested  to  furnish  an  abstract  for  publication  in  the  Reformed 
Church  Messenger  and  Christian  World. 


5.  Observance  of  Church  Festivals. 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  enjoins  upon  all  our 
congregations  religiously  to  observe  the  leading  Church  Festi- 
vals, namely,  Christmas,  Good  Friday,  Ea-ter,  Ascension  and 
Pentecost,  and  that,  so  far  as  possible,  the  churches  be  opened 
on  those  days  for  a  day  service. 


6.  Salary  of  Clerks. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  and  Assistant  Clerk  of  the 
General  Synod  shall  each  receive  a  salary  of  seventy-five  dol- 
lars, and  traveling  expenses,  per  session,  for  their  services. 


RESUMPTION   AND  CLOSE. 

Publication  of  Minutes. 

Resolved,  That  two  thousand  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  this 
General  Synod,  duly  authenticated,  be  published  in  the  En- 
glish, and  one  thousand  in  the  German  language. 

The  Minutes  were  apportioned  among  the  several  Synods 
and    Classes,   on   the    basis   of   the    apportionment    in    1866. 

The  copies  apportioned  to  the  Synods,  are  as  follows: 

Synods.  English.  German. 

Synod  of  the  United  States,  1,200  600 

Synod  of  Ohio,  etc.,  740  175 

Synod  of  the  North  West,  60  225 


2,000  1,000 


Expressions  of  Gratitude. 

Resolved,  That  we  owe  sincere  gratitude  to  Almighty  God 
for  the  manifest  guidance  of  his  Spirit  in  our  deliberations,  and 
that  now,  after  so  happy  an  issue  of  differences,  we  join  hearts 
and  hands  as  one  man  in  promoting  and  carrying  forvvard  the 
faith,  the  piety,  and  the  benevolence  of  our  Zion,  with  redoubled 
energy  and  zeal. 
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Vote  of  Thanks. 

Beiolved,  That  the  hearty  thanks  of  this  General  Synod  bo, 
and  hereby  are.  tendered  to  the  pastors  and  members  of  the 
Relormed  churches  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  kind 
and  liberal  hospitality  extended  to  its  members  during  its 
eoraevvhat  protracted  sessions,  and  that  we  invoke  the  blessing 
of  the  Father  of  us  all  upon  them. 

lic'^oloed,  That  the  pastors  be  requested  to  read  the  above 
resolution  to  their  congregations. 


Besolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  tender  the 
thanks  of  this  General  Synod  to  the  Pennsylvania,  Phila- 
delphia and  Erie,  the  Philadelphia  and  Readingj,  the  Northern 
Central,  the  Cumberland  Valley,  the  Northern  Pennsylvania, 
the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore,  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio,  and  the  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis  (Pan 
Handle  route)  Railroad  Companies,  for  permitting  the  mem- 
bers to  pass  over  their  respective  roads  both  ways  at  one  full 
fare. 


The  Roll  was  called,  and  the  following  named  persons  were 
found  absent  without  permission: 

Revs.  Lawrence  D.  Leberrnan,  Abner  R.  Kremer,  Dr.  J. 
H.  A.  Bomberger,  George  W.  Welker,  Jeremiiih  Ingold,  Charles 
Bank,  Samuel  Mease,  Charles  W.  Hoyman,  Jeremiah  Heller, 
Samuel  B.  Leiter,  Nathaniel  H.  Loose,  John  Baumgarten, 
Christopher  Schiller,  Peter  Greding,  Peter  Vitz,  Jesse  Schlos- 
ser,  Julius  Fuendling,  S.  N.  L.  Kessler,  Henry  A.  Muehlmeier, 
Augustus  Toensmeier,  James  Leibert,  Frederick  Kuenzler  and 
L.  Praikschatis. 

Elders  Fred.  Stahl,  Fred.  "W.  Schaley,  Adam  Gehris,  I.  Loos, 
Charles  Walthers,  David  Kimes,  William  Posey,  William  Brown- 
back,  Maxwell  Warlish,LcviCorrell,  John  Lutz,  Michael  Erown, 
Henry  Whitmer,  Philip  Wahl,  Boojaraim  Russell,  Joseph  F. 
Kemp,  Thomas  W.  Chapman,  George  Souder,  Edward  Swander, 
Geo.  Billau,  Jacob  Doerrschuch,  Jacob  Zimmer,  Henry  Drover, 
John  Schaetfer,  Charles  Rapp  and  Henry  Enderis. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 
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ADJOURNMENT. 

The  General  Synod  adjourned  on  Friday,  Dec.  3,  at  eleven 
o'clock  ia  the  evening,  to  meet  according  to  appointment,  in 
triennial  sessions  in  the  first  Eeformed  Church,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  on  Wednesday  evening  before  Advent  Sunday,  Nov.  27, 
1872,  at  eight  o'clock. 

The  Synod  closed  its  sessions  with  the  singing  of  the 
Te  Deum,  and  the  repetition  of  the  Creed  and  the  Lord's 
Prayer;  and  was  dismissed  with  the  Apostolic  Benediction  by 
the  President. 

Emanuel  V.  Gerhart,  President. 

Isaac  H.  Eeiter,  Stated  Clerk. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

Isaac  H.  Eeiter,  Stated  Clerk. 
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